
      WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS                       REVISED 

    COMBINED WORK SESSION & REGULAR MEETING 

                  MONDAY, JUNE 26, 2023 AT 4:30 P.M. 

                                       AGENDA 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Call to order. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Invocation - Pastor Tim Morgan, Faith Lutheran Church & White County Ministerial Alliance. 
 

4. Consider adoption of the following meeting minutes: 

• June 5, 2023 Work Session & Regular Meeting; and 

• June 12, 2023 Called Meeting & Executive Session.  

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

5. Presentation of a status update on the design phase of the Yonah Preserve Recreation Center Project.  

 

LAND USE ITEMS 

NOTE: In reference to land use agenda items #6 - #10– Georgia Zoning Procedures Law (O.C.G.A. 36-66-1, et 

seq.) requires a public hearing be advertised and held prior to any proposed zoning decision with a minimum of 

10 minutes (per side) for both proponents and opponents to present data, evidence, and opinion. This requirement 

was met for the following items at the public hearing held at the Planning Commission Meeting on May 30, 2023. 

All information presented was then forwarded to the Board of Commissioners. 

6. Consider the land use application filed by Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit at 403 

Yonah Valley Road Cleveland, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. The proposed 

use is to place in short-term rental program. Present zoning is R-1, Residential Single-Family District. 

 

7. Consider the land use application filed by Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 Sautee 

Nacoochee, Georgia - tax map and parcel 071-005 / total acreage is 3.98 - from C-1, Community Commercial 

District to R-1, Single Family Residential District and to request a conditional use permit. The proposed use is 

for agritourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. 

 

8. Consider the land use application filed by Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit at 62 

Small Pond Dr. Cleveland, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.00. The proposed use is to 

place in short-term rental program. Present zoning is R-1, Residential Single-Family District. 

 

9. Consider the land use application filed by Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a 

conditional use permit at 0 Sara Lane Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total acreage 

is 0.927. The proposed use is to place in short-term rental program. Present zoning is R-1, Residential Single-

Family District. 

 

10. Consider adoption of proposed amendments (County Resolution No. 2023-10) to the White County Land Use 

Ordinance (Appendix C. Land Use Regulations, Article XVIII. Amendment, Application, and Procedural 

Requirements, Section 1809. Public Notice and Public Hearing Required.) related to updates in Zoning 

Procedures Law (ZPL) made by HB 1405. 

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

11. Consider approval of the lease contract related to the Turf Tank – Field Marking Robot for Parks & Recreation. 

 

12. Consider approval of the proposal from JM Smith Engineering for surveying and civil design services for 

planned improvements to Henry Nix Road from the Cleveland City Limits to Chimney Lake Drive. 

 

13. Consider acceptance of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

(AFG) for the purchase of replacement automobile extrication equipment.  

 

14. Consider awarding the contract for the flooring project at the Senior Center.  

 

15. Consider approval of a surplus resolution (County Resolution 2023-11) for a 2015 Dodge Caravan assigned to 

the Senior Center.  

 

16. Consider approval of the 2023-2024 ACCG-IRMA (Association County Commissioners of Georgia-Interlocal 

Risk Management Agency) Liability Insurance Renewal. 

 

17. Consider making an appointment to the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors for a two (2) year term 

expiring June 30, 2025. 

 

18. Consider approval of the Fiscal Year 2023 Audit Engagement Letter with Rushton LLC. 

 

19. Ms. Jodi Ligon, Finance Director, to present the monthly Financial Status Report.  
 

20. County Manager Comments. 

 

21. Public Comment. 
 

22. Announcements: 

• Monday, July 3, 2023 – No Board of Commissioners Meeting will be held 

• Monday, July 4, 2023 – County Offices Closed in observance of Independence Day 

• Monday, July 31, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. – Board of Commissioners Work Session & Called Meeting 
 

23. Adjourn. 
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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED WORK SESSION & REGULAR MEETING HELD 

MONDAY, JUNE 5, 2023 AT 4:00 P.M. 

The White County Board of Commissioners held a combined Work Session & Regular Meeting on Monday, June 
5, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. in the Board Room at the Administration Building. Present for the meeting were: Chairman 
Travis Turner, Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, Commissioner Edwin Nix, 
Commissioner Craig Bryant, County Manager Billy Pittard, Finance Director Jodi Ligon, and County Clerk 
Shanda Murphy.  

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order. 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Pastor Jeff Groves with The Bridge Church and White County Ministerial 
Alliance, provided the invocation.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote 
to adopt the minutes of the May 1, 2023 Regular Meeting including Executive Session, the May 8, 2023 Called 
Meeting including Executive Session, and the May 15, 2023 Called Meeting.  

A Public Hearing for the 2023-2024 Budget was held. 

Ms. Jodi Ligon presented the proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget (see attached). 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comments on the proposed budget.  

Mr. Mike Mays, 1254 Duncan Bridge Road Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia – asked if the new fire station on recently 
acquired property at Duncan Bridge Road and Starlight Drive was included within the budget.  

Chairman Turner advised that the fire station would be funded through SPLOST funds and would be an upcoming 
project with priority.  

With no additional public comments concerning the proposed budget – Chairman Turner closed the floor.  

Mr. David Murphy, Director of Public Safety, presented proposed revisions to the County Code Chapter 10 – 
Animal Control. He stated that this was a complete rewrite of the Animal Control Code which he had been 
working on with the County Attorney in order to reflect changes to state law and to provide methods for officers 
to address issues with repeat offenders. Following presentation of the proposed changes, Chairman Turner opened 
the floor to receive public comment on revisions.  

Mr. Bob Slack, 211 Covered Bridge Road Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia – asked when the revisions to the Animal 
Control Code would be effective if the Board approved them. Chairman Turner advised these changes would be 
effective immediately.  

With no additional public comments on the proposed revisions to the Animal Control Code – Chairman Turner 
closed the floor.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 
to approve County Resolution 2023-07, approving the revisions to the White County Code Chapter 10 – Animal 
Control: 
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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-07 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL CODE OF WHITE COUNTY, GEORGIA, 

CHAPTER 10 – ANIMAL CONTROL 

WHEREAS, the White County Board of Commissioners wishes to revise portions of the Official Code of 
White County as it related to Animal Control.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commissioners of White County it is hereby 
resolved by authority of the same that the regulations be revised as follows.  

The effective date of this amendment shall be June 5, 2023. 

ADOPTED, this 5th day of June, 2023. 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

s/Travis C. Turner
                                                                                                                                   Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

s/Terry D. Goodger
Terry D. Goodger, District                       

                                                                                                                                    s/Lyn Holcomb 
                                                                                                                                    Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

                                                                                                                                    s/Edwin Nix
                                                                                                                                    Edwin Nix, District 3 

s/Craig Bryant
                                                                                                                                   Craig Bryant, District 4 

Attest: 

s/Shanda Murphy 

Shanda Murphy 
County Clerk 

Chapter 10 Animal Control is repealed in its entirety and enacted in its place are new provisions to read as 
herein set out. 

Article I. General Provisions

Sec. 10-1 Definitions

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Abandoned animal means any domesticated dog or cat that has been placed upon public property or within a 
public building or upon or within the private property of another without the express permission of the owner, 
custodian or tenant of the private property and is unattended or uncared for. Any domesticated animal shall also  
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be considered abandoned when it has been unattended and without adequate food and water for a period in 
excess of 36 hours, regardless of where the animal may be found or kept.  

Adequate food means a sufficient quantity of noncontaminated and nutritionally healthy sustenance that is 
appropriate to the species, breed, size, age and health of the animal, or at the direction of a licensed veterinarian, 
which is sufficient to prevent starvation, malnutrition, or risk to the animal's health. Garbage, spoiled, rancid or 
contaminated food is not adequate food.  

Adequate shelter means a protective covering for a domestic animal that is of adequate size and provides 
adequate protection to maintain the domestic animal in a state of good health and that prevents pain, suffering or 
significant risk to the animal's health. It should also be clean, dry and compatible with current weather 
conditions and to the breed of the domestic animal. The structure should be of sufficient size to allow the dog to 
stand, turn around, lie down and go in and out of the structure comfortably. The shelter should have proper 
bedding, ventilation, and lighting and afford the animal protection from extreme cold or hot temperatures. 
Examples of inadequate shelter include, but are not limited to, pet carriers, boxes, porches, decks or material 
that does not provide sufficient protection from the elements.  

Adequate space means sufficient space for adequate exercise suitable to the age, size, species and breed of 
animals.  

Adequate water means clear, drinkable water with adequate supply. Examples of inadequate water include, but 
are not limited to, snow, ice and rancid/contaminated water.  

Animal(s). See "Domesticated animal."  

Animal at large means any animal not under restraint or voice control and off the property of its owner. If an 
animal has no known owner or keeper, then it shall be considered "at large" when on any public or private 
property.  

Animal Control Officer means a person employed by White County to pick up, restrain or impound animals and 
who is responsible for discharging such other duties or functions pertaining to animals as may be prescribed by 
this or any other ordinance, by state law, or by the lawful order of a county official authorized to supervise and 
direct Animal Control Officers.  

Animal control department carries the same meaning as the animal control Animal Control Officer.  

Animal control shelter means the facility designated by the board of commissioners of the county for the 
impoundment, restraint, care, detention and disposition of animals.  

Animal establishment means any pet shop, grooming shop, animal auction, kennel, performing animal 
exhibition or animal shelter except this term shall not include veterinary medical facilities, licensed research 
facilities, facilities operated by governmental agencies or licensed animal dealers regulated by the USDA under 
the provisions of U.S. Pub. Laws 89544 and 91579.  

Animal under restraint means any animal secured by a leash or lead or enclosed by way of fence or other 
enclosure; or under the control of a responsible and competent adult person and obedient to that person's 
commands and the person being present with the animal; or an animal confined within a vehicle, parked, in 
motion or in a crate or cage or otherwise secured in a pickup. In the case of a dog possessed by a minor, the 
term 'owner' includes the parents or pers96Oon in loco parentis with custody of the minor.  
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Appropriate authority means White County, the White County Sheriff's Office, any duly authorized agent 
thereof, the State of Georgia, any city, any county, or any state or subdivision thereof.  

Attack means any biting or attempted biting or other action by an animal that places a person in danger of 
imminent bodily harm. An attack also means the actual biting of another animal.  

Authority see appropriate authority.

Cat means any age feline of the domesticated type.  

Certificate means a certificate of vaccination on a form furnished or approved by the Georgia Department of 
Human Services.  

County means White County, Georgia.  

Dog shall mean a dog, of either sex, vaccinated or not vaccinated against rabies.  

Domesticated animals mean animals that are accustomed to living in or about the habitation of men, including, 
but not limited to, cats, cows, dogs, fowl, horses, swine, domesticated legal wild animals and/or legal exotic 
animals. It shall be unlawful to purchase, sell, own, possess, harbor or breed coyotes, wolves, hybrid wolves, 
any hybrid animal that is part wild animal, exotic cats or any other wildlife unless licensed by the respective 
federal or state department of agriculture to possess such animal.  

Governing authority means the White County Board of Commissioners.  

Guard dog means any dog which has been trained to attack persons or other animals independently or upon oral 
command and any dog which, not so trained, is reasonably expected to perform as a guardian of the property 
upon and within which it is located.  

Habitually means an action that lasts for or is repeated over an extended duration.  

Harborer means any natural person or any legal entity, including, but not limited to a corporation, partnership, 
firm, or trust owning, possessing, keeping, or having custody and control of a dog, or allowing a dog to stay 
upon their premises.  

Health department means the White County Health Department or in the absence of a functioning health 
department, the White County Board of Health.  

Humane care means, but is not limited to, making accessible wholesome and adequate food of sufficient 

quantity and quality and potable water of a drinkable temperature consistent with the normal requirements and 
feeding habits of the animal's size, species, and breed; providing continuous access to an area with adequate 
space for exercise necessary for the health of the animal; providing sanitary shelter sufficient to protect the 
animal from the elements and weather conditions, extreme heat or cold temperatures, adequate 
ventilation and bedding to protect against cold and dampness suitable for the age, species, and physical 
condition of the animal so as to maintain the animal in a state of good health; adequate lighting for enclosed 
shelters; routine and emergency veterinary care in order to maintain an animal in a state of good health; proper 
grooming consistent with the normal requirements of the animal's size, species, and breed. When necessary, 
euthanasia as provided under Code 4-11-5.1 to prevent suffering is permitted.  

Kennel is an establishment kept for the purpose of breeding, selling or boarding dogs or cats or engaging in the 
training of dogs or cats.  
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Livestock means animals of the equine, bovine or swine class, including goats, sheep, mules, horses, hogs, cattle 
and other grazing animals and all ratites, including, but not limited to, ostriches, emus and rheas.  

Local government means White County, Georgia.  

Necessary veterinary care means veterinary medical attention appropriate to the circumstances, whenever an 
animal is known or suspected to have suffered an injury, accidental or deliberate, or exhibits signs of disease 
process such as shock, temperature fluctuation, tremors, swelling, broken bones, open wounds, inability to eat 
or drink, blistering, irregular or abnormal breathing, partial or total paralysis, abnormal discharge or bleeding, 
mange, weight loss, lethargy, dehydration or other signs of health problems.  

Neutered/spayed means rendered permanently incapable of reproduction by a licensed veterinarian.  

Nuisance means a dog or cat shall be considered a nuisance if it:  

(1)  Damages, soils or defecates on private property other than the owner's or on public walks and recreation 
areas unless such waste is immediately removed and properly disposed of by the owner; 

(2)  Causes a disturbance by excessive barking or other noise making; 

(3)  Chases vehicles or molests, attacks or interferes with persons or other domestic animals on public or private 
property; or

(4)  Is found at large more than twice in a period of three months.  

Owner means any person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, and/or any other legal entity, who or 
which owns, possesses, harbors, feeds, maintains, or knowingly causes or knowingly permits an animal to be 
harbored or kept, or has an animal in his care, or who permits any animal to remain on or about his premises. 
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, any adult at whose residence a dangerous dog or a vicious dog 
is kept or found shall be presumed to be an owner of such a dog and shall have the burden of rebutting such 
presumption. If an animal has more than one owner, any such owners may be prosecuted for violations whether 
or not any other owners are also prosecuted. In the case of an animal possessed by a minor, the term 'owner' 
includes the parents or person in loco parentis with custody of the minor.  

Person shall mean any individual, firm, corporation, partnership, municipality, county, society or association.  

Proper confinement in motor vehicle means an owner or person shall not confine any animal in a motor vehicle 
in such a manner that places it in a life or health threatening situation to cause strangulation or by exposure to a 
prolonged period of extreme heat or cold, without proper ventilation or other protection from such heat or cold.  

Proper enclosure means an enclosure on the owner's property for keeping a dangerous dog or vicious dog in a 
locked pen, fence, or structure suitable to prevent the entry of young children and designed to prevent the dog 
from escaping. Any such pen or structure shall have secure sides and, in the case of a vicious dog, a secure top, 
and if the dog is enclosed within a fence, all sides of the fence shall be of sufficient height and the bottom of the 
fence shall be constructed or secured in such a manner as to prevent the dog's escape either from over or from 
under the fence. Any such enclosure shall also provide protection from the elements for the dog.  

Rabies vaccination tag shall mean a tag furnished or approved by the Georgia Department of Public Health and 
which tag shall be worn by the vaccinated dog at all times.  
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Records of an appropriate authority means records of any state, county or municipal law enforcement agency, 
records of any county or municipal animal control agency, records of any county board of health, records of any 
federal, state or local court or records of an Animal Control Officer as provided for in this division.  

Severe injury means any physical injury that creates a substantial risk of death; results in death, broken or 
dislocated bones, lacerations requiring multiple sutures, or disfiguring avulsions; requires plastic surgery or 
admission to a hospital; or results in protracted impairment of health, including transmission of an infection or 
contagious disease, or impairment of the function of any bodily organ.  

Shelter means adequate protection from the elements and weather conditions suitable for the age, species, and 
physical condition of the animal so as to maintain the animal in a state of good health. Shelter for livestock, 
includes structures or natural features such as trees or topography. Shelter, for a dog, includes one or more of the 
following:  

(1)  The residence of the dog owner or other individual.  

(2)  A doghouse that is an enclosed structure with a roof and of appropriate dimensions for the breed and size of 
the dog. The doghouse shall meet the minimum requirements of adequate shelter requirements and provide dry 
bedding.  

(3)  A structure, barn, or shed that is sufficiently insulated and ventilated to protect the dog from exposure to 
extreme temperatures or, if not sufficiently insulated and ventilated, contains a doghouse as provided under 
subparagraph (2) that is accessible to the dog. Dog must be restrained appropriately as to not be permitted to 
escape or be in violation of section 10-31.  

State of good health means freedom from disease and illness and in a condition of proper body weight and 
temperature for the age and species of the animal, unless the animal is undergoing appropriate treatment.  

Sterilization means rendering an animal unable to reproduce by the surgical removal of its reproductive organs 
or by rendering a dog unable to reproduce by intratesticular injection.  

Vaccinate or inoculate shall mean the injection of a specified dose of anti-rabies vaccine by a veterinarian into 
the proper site of an animal, such vaccine having the U.S. Department of Agriculture Veterinary Biology's 
Control Section license number approval stamped on the label of the container and having been approved by the 
Georgia Department of Human Services.  

Vaccine means an injectable material containing killed or attenuated rabies virus, licensed by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, Veterinary Biology's Section, and approved by the Georgia Department of Human 
Services. Vaccine used for the purpose of this rule shall be stored at the temperature prescribed on the purchase 
label. Outdated vaccine shall not be used.  

Veterinarian shall mean any person who holds a degree of doctor of veterinary medicine (DVM).  

Working dog means any dog being used by a law enforcement or military officer to carry out the law 
enforcement or military officer's official duties. No working dog shall be classified as a dangerous dog or 
vicious dog if the person injured by such dog was a person who, was committing a trespass, was abusing the 
dog, or was committing or attempting to commit an unlawful act.  

Sec. 10-2 Interpretation of chapter; conflicting provisions

(a)  Where there is a conflict among articles or sections within this chapter, the article or section which is more 
restrictive shall apply.  
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(b)  Definitions in one article of this chapter may be used to define terms in other parts of this chapter unless it 
is clear from the context that the definition does not apply. 

Sec. 10-3 - 10-99 Reserved 

Sec. 10-100 - 10-102 Reserved 

Sec. 10-103 Abandonment of animals 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for a person to abandon any domestic animal owned by him. No person shall put out or 
abandon any dog, cat or other domestic animal on public or private property. It shall be unlawful for anyone to 
abandon any domesticated animal within the county. Each person who does abandon, permits such 
abandonment or aids in the abandonment of any domesticated animal shall be in violation of the law and shall 
be punished as provided in this article.  

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon or to turn out at large any sick, diseased or disabled animal 
but such animal shall, when rendered worthless by reason of sickness or other disability, be disposed of by the 
owner thereof in accordance with the rules and regulations of the state.  

(c)  It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal or fowl that die or are killed within the limits of the county 
to fail to remove or bury the carcass of such animal within a reasonable time and, in no event, more than 24 
hours after its death.  

(d)  If the owner, possessor or custodian of an animal is not known and the animal is upon the public streets, 
alleys, sidewalks, school grounds or other public places or premises or property of another without the property 
owner's permission as prohibited by this section, any law enforcement officer or agent or employee duly 
authorized by the county shall be authorized to immediately take possession of such animal and impound it in 
accordance with the rules and regulations provided by law or by ordinance of the county for the detention, 
control and disposition of animals.  

(e)  Once impounded, an animal shall be kept for a period of time as outlined in this article and, thereafter, if the 
animal is not claimed by anyone after a reasonable effort has been made to locate the owner, possessor or 
custodian of the animal as provided in this article, the animal may be disposed of via adoption, transfer to 
rescue group or licensed veterinarian, or if in the opinion of the shelter director or a licensed accredited 
veterinarian, such animal has a temperament or condition such that euthanasia is the only reasonable course of 
action, by humanely disposing of the animal.  

Sec. 10-104 Liability of owner or custodian for damages done to livestock, poultry, or pet animal by dog 

(a)  The owner or, if no owner can be found, the custodian exercising care and control over any dog which 
while off the owner's or custodian's property causes injury, death, or damage directly or indirectly to any 
livestock, poultry, or pet animal shall be civilly liable to the owner of the livestock, poultry, or pet animal for 
injury, death, or damage caused by the dog.  The owner or, if no owner can be found, the custodian exercising 
care and control over any dog shall be liable for any damage caused by such dog to public or private property.  
The liability of the owner or custodian of the dog shall include consequential damages. 

(b)  This Code section is to be considered cumulative of other remedies provided by law. There is no intent to 
eliminate or limit other causes of action which might inure to the owner of any livestock, poultry, or pet animal. 
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Sec. 10-105 Cruelty to dogs; authorized killing of dogs, animal neglect, fighting animals 

(a)  No person shall perform a cruel act on any dog; nor shall any person harm, maim, or kill any dog, or 
attempt to do so, except that a person may: 

(1)  Defend his or her person or property, or the person or property of another, from injury or damage being 
caused by a dog; or

(2)  Kill any dog causing injury or damage to any livestock, poultry, or pet animal. 

(b)  The method used for killing the dog shall be designed to be as humane as is possible under the 
circumstances. A person who humanely kills a dog under the circumstances indicated in subsection (a) of this 
Code section shall incur no liability for such death. 

(c)  This Code section shall not be construed to limit in any way the authority or duty of any law enforcement 
officer, dog or rabies control officer, humane society, or veterinarian. 

(d)  No person shall by act, omission or neglect cause unjustifiable physical pain, suffering or death to any 
domestic animal. This section shall not apply to the killing of animals raised for the purpose of providing food 
nor does it apply to any person who shall hunt wild animals in compliance with the game and fish laws of the 
State of Georgia. Furthermore, this section shall not apply to the killing or injuring of animals for humane 
purposes or in the furtherance of medical or scientific research or in the necessary defense of one's person or 
personal property.  

(1)  Whoever willfully or purposefully kills, abuses, maims or disfigures any domestic animal or willfully or 
maliciously administers poison to an animal or exposes any poisonous substance with intent that the substance 
shall be taken and swallowed by a domestic animal shall be in violation of this article. Cropping, docking and 
dew claw removal performed by a veterinarian shall not be considered maiming or disfiguring.  

(2)  Whoever overloads, overdrives, tortures, torments or deprives a domestic animal of adequate food or beats, 
mutilates, hobbles or kills any animal or causes such acts to be done, or carries in or upon a vehicle or otherwise 
any domestic animal in a cruel or inhumane manner, shall be deemed in violation of this article. This section 
shall not prohibit the hobbling of a domestic animal for legitimate training or approved medical care purposes.  

(3)  Whoever confines a domestic animal and fails to supply adequate food, adequate water, sanitary conditions, 
and necessary vet care, fails to provide the domestic animal with access to adequate space, or causes 
unnecessary suffering or abandons any domestic animal shall be deemed in violation of this article.  

(4)  No person shall:  

A.  Own, possess, keep, train or transport any domestic animal with the intent that such animal shall be engaged 
in an exhibition of unlawful fighting;  

B.  For amusement or gain, cause any dog to fight with another dog or for amusement or gain, cause any dogs to 
injure each other;  

C.  Wager money or anything of value on the result of such dogfighting;  

D.  Knowingly permits any act in violation of paragraph (1) or (2) of this subsection on any premises under the 
ownership or control of such person or knowingly aids or abets any such act; or  

E.  Knowingly promotes or advertises an exhibition of fighting with another dog shall be guilty of a felony and, 
upon the first conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than one nor more than five 
years, a fine of not less than $5,000.00, or both such fine and imprisonment. On a second or subsequent 
conviction, such person shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than one nor more than ten years, a fine  
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of not less than $15,000.00, or both such fine and imprisonment. Each act or omission in violation of this 
subsection shall constitute a separate offense.  

F.  Any person who is knowingly present only as a spectator at any place for the fighting of dogs shall, upon a 
first conviction thereof, be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature. On a second conviction, 
such person shall be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than one nor more 
than five years, a fine of not less than $5,000.00, or both such fine and imprisonment. On a third or subsequent 
conviction, such person shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than one nor more than ten years, a fine 
of not less than $15,000.00, or both such fine and imprisonment. Each act in violation of this subsection shall 
constitute a separate offense.  

(5)  Any dog subject to fighting may be impounded pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A. §§ 4-11-9.2 through 
4-11-9.6.  

(6)  This Code section shall not prohibit, impede, or otherwise interfere with animal husbandry, training 
techniques, competition, events, shows, or practices not otherwise specifically prohibited by law.  

(7)  Any animal control Animal Control Officer may impound any animal that has been treated in a cruel or 
neglectful manner.  

Sec. 10-106 Running at large prohibited; duties of animal owners

(a)  It shall be the duty of the owner of any animal or anyone having an animal in his possession to keep the 
animal under control at all times while the animal is off the real property limits of the owner, possessor or 
custodian. For the purposes of this section, an animal is deemed under control when it is confined within a 
vehicle; is secured by a leash or other device held by a competent person; is under voice control or is properly 
confined within an enclosure with permission of the owner of the property where the enclosure is located.  

(b)  The owner or custodian of any animal that is proven to be at large shall be in violation of this section, 
regardless of the precautions taken to prevent the escape of the animal and regardless of lack of knowledge of 
the offense at the time it occurs.  

(c)  Any such animal at large may be impounded by the Animal Control Officer or an authorized representative 
thereof.  

(d)  It shall be the duty of every owner or custodian of an animal or livestock within the county to exercise 
reasonable care and take all necessary steps and precautions to protect other people and property from injuries 
and damage which might result from the animal's behavior, regardless of whether such behavior is motivated by 
mischievousness, playfulness or ferocity. Every animal shall be restrained or controlled so as to prevent it from 
chasing vehicles or chasing, menacing, or attacking persons or other animals. Citations under this section shall 
not replace or be a substitute for enforcement of the section of this chapter dealing with dangerous or vicious 
dogs, and an owner may be subject to enforcement under both sections.  

(e)  It shall be the responsibility of every owner of a domesticated animal to notify animal control if an animal is 
missing.  

(f)  It shall be the duty of any animal owner or person residing with an animal owner to respond within 24 
hours, or no later than 10:00 a.m. of the next business day, whichever is later, to a notice or request for 
information from animal control left or posted at the premises on or near where an animal is living or kept. The 
notice, which shall not be a citation, shall be posted prominently in full view, or left with an adult on the 
premises, may be delivered as part of an investigation, as the result of a complaint, or part of a follow up, and 
requires a response, either in person or by telephone. If the response is by telephone, any message left must 
provide a return number or other reliable way to make contact. Each notice that is ignored shall constitute a 
separate offense.  
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(g)  Except as provided in the following section, every owner of an unsterilized animal, i.e., a dog, cat or ferret, 
is hereby required to confine the animal at all times. Confinement shall include keeping the animal within a 
fence, a proper enclosure, a house, other enclosure or structure that affords the animal humane care and in all 
cases prevents access to other animals not kept in the same enclosure. Any time an unsterilized animal is not 
confined, the animal must be on a secure and sturdy leash while being walked by a responsible person. Any 
unsterilized animal that is unconfined or not on a leash shall be subject to confiscation and impoundment, and, 
in addition to being subject to citation, the owner shall be required to have the animal sterilized within 30 days. 
The burden shall be on the owner of a sterilized animal to have proof available that the animal is sterilized.  

(h)  Unsterilized working animals (including show dogs) are exempt from the above confinement requirements 
while working, but their owners are required to keep such animals under control. The burden shall be on the 
owners to prove the animal was working at the time of the citation. Owners who negligently allow working 
animals to roam and run free at any time shall be subject to citation and sterilization under this section and 
under any other applicable section of this article.  

(i)  It is the policy of animal control that tethering an animal as a permanent means of confinement is an unsafe, 
unwise, and dangerous practice. In the event an owner uses a tether to confine an animal, it shall be of sufficient 
construction as to not constitute abuse or a danger to the animal and shall allow the animal sufficient freedom to 
safely perform its necessary activities and functions in the judgment of animal control. Improper, inhumane, and 
unsafe tethering as a permanent means of confinement shall be considered animal cruelty.  

(j)  It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog or anyone having a dog in his possession and control to permit 
the dog to be out of control off the premises of the owner, or upon the property of another person without 
permission of the owner or person in possession thereof.  

(k)  A dog within the property limits of its owner or custodian shall be under the immediate supervision of a 
responsible party when invitees are allowed on the property by owner.  

(l)  An Animal Control Officer investigating a complaint has discretion to impound an animal being 
investigated and to impound an animal for which repeated complaints have been received. 

(m)  No person shall tie, stake or fasten any animal within any street, alley, sidewalk or other public place or in 
such manner that the animal has access to any portion of any street, alley, sidewalk or other public place.  

(n)  Every female dog or cat in heat shall be confined in a building or other enclosure in such manner that such 
female dog or cat cannot come into contact with a male animal except for planned breeding. Appropriate 
confinement does not include, among other things, tethering. No owner or custodian of any dog in heat shall 
permit the dog to roam or leave the property of its owner.  

(o)  Every animal shall be restrained or controlled so as to prevent it from chasing vehicles or attacking persons 
or other domestic animals.  

(p)  Any animal with no known keeper (e.g., feral cats) shall be considered stray and subject to impoundment.  

Sec. 10-106.1 Removal of certain collars from dogs; restitution; exemption

(a)  For the purposes of this Code section, the term "collar" means any electronic or radio transmitting collar 
that has the purpose of tracking the location of a dog. 

(b)  No person shall remove a collar from a dog without permission from the dog's owner with the intention of 
preventing or hindering the owner from locating such dog, and if such dog is lost or killed as a result of the 
violator's removal of such collar, the violator shall be required to pay the dog's owner restitution in the amount 
of the actual value of the dog and any associated veterinary expenses. 
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(c)  This Code section shall not apply to an owner or lessee of real property who removes a collar from a dog 
caught on his or her owned or leased property while such dog remains on such property if such owner or lessee 
gives notice of such action within 24 hours to the county or municipal law enforcement agency having 
territorial jurisdiction. 

Sec. 10-107 Penalty for violations of article 

Except as provided in Code Sections 16-12-4 and 16-12-37, any person who violates any provision of this 
article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  For a second conviction hereunder, a fine of not less than $500.00 
shall be imposed and for a third offense or subsequent conviction a fine of not less than $750.00 shall be 
imposed. 

Sec. 10-108 - 10-110 Reserved 

Sec. 10-120 - 10-129 Reserved 

Sec. 10-130 - 10-131 Reserved 

Sec. 10-132 Livestock running at large or straying, impoundment 

(a)  All livestock shall be properly housed with adequate food and adequate water and confined within a fenced 
enclosure. The fenced enclosure shall be maintained in such a manner as to keep any average livestock animal 
from escaping the enclosed compound and causing damage, accidents or injury to any person or property. 
Owners of such livestock shall be liable for any damage, accidents or injuries. Such maintenance shall include, 
but not be limited to, repair or replacement of anchor post assemblies whenever they show signs of weakness, 
refastening loose wires to posts, splicing broken wires when necessary, and keeping the fence wires properly 
stretched. Those who provide boarding/pasturing space and/or services for hire shall have the responsibility for 
enclosure maintenance as described in this paragraph.  

(b)  Owners or possessors of livestock impounded for violation of this article or any state and/or federal laws, 
will be charged in accordance with actual costs of impoundment plus impounding and boarding fees, as adopted 
by the board of commissioners.  

(c)  Impounded livestock shall be held for a period of five days. If such impounded animals are not claimed by 
the owner during that period of time, the animals may be given to persons willing to accept them, in the 
discretion of the director of animal control.  

(d)  It shall be unlawful to tether any equine species outdoors without the owner or adult custodian being with 
the equine species. Any person owning an equine species needs to provide adequate and proper fencing to keep 
the equine enclosed safely. 

Sec. 10-133 - 10-134 Reserved 

Sec. 10-135 Animals disturbing the peace 

(a)  No owner or keeper of a domestic animal shall allow a domestic animal to annoy or disturb any person not 
on the premises of the owner or keeper of the animal by unreasonable barking or other noises. For the purpose 
of this section, unreasonable barking or other noises shall mean barks, bays, cries, howls or other noises that are 
continuous or incessant for a period of 30 minutes or are intermittent for a period of one hour or more. Barking 
or noises shall not be considered unreasonable if the domestic animal is responding to a trespass or attempted 
trespass on private property. This section shall have no application to noises or disturbances made by livestock,  
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poultry or other animals emanating from a legitimate farming operation on property zoned for agricultural use 
or properly permitted.  

(b)  Any person that knowingly keeps, owns, harbors, has custody or control of or acts as custodian of a 
domestic animal that constitutes a nuisance shall be guilty of an unlawful act and shall be punished as provided 
in this chapter.  

(c)  Any investigation resulting from a nuisance must have a minimum of two separate complainants in order to 
be considered a possible violation of this section. 

Sec. 10-136 Enforcement 

Enforcement authority of this chapter shall be vested with the Animal Control Officer or any other duly 
authorized sheriff's deputy of the county. Enforcement shall be based upon a complaint lodged with the animal 
control department or the county sheriff's office. In carrying out the duties of this chapter, the animal control 
department may employ equipment including, but not limited to, control poles, nets, leashes of any 
construction, chemical capture devices, snake tongs, oleoresin capsicum aerosols, snake hooks, humane traps, 
collapsible batons, firearms and metal carrying cages. 

Sec. 10-137 Commercial guard/security dogs 

(a)  It shall be the duty of all persons who keep, use or maintain any guard/security dog to have signs 
conspicuously posted on the premises where the guard/security dog is located to warn of the presence of the 
dog. This warning shall consist of a warning sign placed at each entrance and exit to the premises and in a 
position to be legible from the sidewalk or ground level adjacent to the sign (eye level). If the premises are not 
enclosed by a wall or fence, a sign shall be placed at every entrance and exit to each structure on the premises in 
which a guard/security dog is located. Each sign shall measure at least ten inches by ten inches and shall contain 
block lettering stating "Warning, Guard Dog on Duty." In addition, for dogs rented or leased, the sign shall set 
forth the name, address and phone number of the responsible person to be notified during any hour of the day or 
night.  

(b)  It shall be the duty of all persons who keep, use or maintain a guard/security dog to ensure the dog is 
vaccinated against rabies and licensed as required by state and county laws and ordinances. The dog also must 
have the current vaccination tag affixed to a collar worn by the dog at all times as required by state and county 
laws and ordinances.  

(c)  It shall be unlawful to transport any guard/security dog in an open bed truck and the vehicle transporting 
guard dogs shall be identified as to the business owner. It shall be unlawful to transport any guard dog in the 
county except under the following conditions:  

(1)  Each dog shall be placed in separate holding bins.  

(2)  Each holding bin shall be enclosed and measure 48 inches long by 18 inches wide by 30 inches high.  

(3)  Each holding bin will be adequately ventilated.  

(d)  No guard/security dog shall be chained, tethered or otherwise tied to any inanimate object, such as a tree, 
post or building, outside of its own enclosure.  

(e)  A guard/security dog shall be confined by the owner/custodian/harborer within a building or secure 
enclosure out of which it cannot climb, dig, and jump or otherwise escape of its own volition. 
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Sec. 10-138 Vicious animals; precautions to be taken by owners

(a)  This ordinance shall apply to all animals, except dogs. Article II of this chapter, pertaining to dangerous 
dogs and vicious dogs, shall apply to dogs as defined in that article.  

(1)  "Vicious animal" means an animal that inflicts serious injury on a person or causes serious injury to a 
person resulting from reasonable attempts to escape from the animal's attack or has already been classified as 
dangerous and attacks or bites a human or pet animal.  An animal that bites its owner is exempted from this 
section, except the mandatory reporting requirement of section 10-407 shall still apply. 

(b)  Exception: An animal is not considered vicious if it attacks, bites or menaces:  

(1)  Anyone attacking its owner; 

(2)  Unlawful trespassers on the property of its owner; 

(3)  Any person or animal that has tormented or abused it; 

(4)  If it is defending its young or other animal; or 

(5)  Any non-domesticated animal being hunted as part of lawful hunting activities.  

(c)  An animal will not be classified as vicious simply by nature of its size, breed, phenotype or other physical 
characteristics.  

(d)  No person owning or having custody or control of any animal known to be vicious shall permit it to run at 
large or permit it to run loose on or within the premises of such person in such a manner as to endanger the life 
or limb of any person lawfully entering such premises.  

(e)  For owners of vicious animals who maintain their animal out-of-doors, a portion of their property shall be 
fenced with a perimeter or area fence. Within this perimeter fence the vicious animal must be provided adequate 
shelter and adequate space. The pen or kennel shall not share common fencing with the area or perimeter fence. 
The kennel or pen must have secure sides, with a secure top attached to all sides, and the sides must be securely 
set into the ground or onto a concrete pad or securely attached to a wire bottom, out of which it cannot climb, 
dig, jump or otherwise escape on its own volition. Such an enclosure must be securely locked.  

(f)  A warning sign (e.g., BEWARE OF VICIOUS ANIMAL) shall be conspicuously posted denoting a vicious 
animal is on the premises and if said vicious animal is kept in a secure enclosure such signs will be posted on all 

four sides of said enclosure. It is the intention of this article to make all persons who have legitimate business at 
the place where a vicious animal is kept to be fully warned that such vicious animal is present.  

(g)  No vicious animal shall be chained, tethered, or otherwise tied to any inanimate object such as a tree, post 
or building.  

(h)  Whenever outside of its enclosure, but on the owner's property, a vicious animal must be attended by the 
owner and restrained by a secure collar and leash of not more than four feet in length and of sufficient strength 
to prevent escape.  

(i)  It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, permit, accompany or be responsible for any vicious animal on 
the streets or in any other public place, at any time, unless, in addition to the other requirements of this article, 
such animal is humanely and securely muzzled and under the control of a competent person to effectively 
prevent it from biting any person or other animal.  
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(j)  The owner of any vicious animal which is not confined in a building or secure enclosure or any person who 
shall release, either willfully or through a failure to exercise due care or control or take such animal out of such 
building or secure enclosure in a manner which is likely to cause injury to another person or damage to the 
property of another person, shall be in violation of this article and such animal shall be permanently confined or 
humanely destroyed.  

Sec. 10-139 Reserved 

Sec. 10-140 Detention of animals 

It shall be unlawful for any person to detain or hold the animal of another without notifying the Animal Control 
Officer or law enforcement agency. If animal is presumed stray, and the owner is not currently known, it shall 
be the responsibility of the finder to notify animal control. If animal control is not notified within five days, and 
no owner is found, the animal will be considered detained by finder and surrendering said animal to animal 
control will incur a surrender fee.  

Sec. 10-141 Interference with officer 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, molest, obstruct, hinder or prevent any law enforcement 
officer or Animal Control Officer in the discharge of their duties as prescribed in this chapter.  

(b)  Any person who shall hinder, delay, interfere with or obstruct any law enforcement officer or Animal 
Control Officer while engaged in capturing, securing or taking to the animal shelter any animal or animals liable 
to be impounded, or who shall break open in any manner, directly or indirectly aid, counsel or advise the 
breaking open of any animal control vehicle or other vehicle or live traps used for the collecting of any such 
animals shall be deemed in violation of this chapter.  

Sec. 10-142 Reserved 

Sec. 10-143 Confinement in motor vehicle 

No owner or person shall confine any animal in a motor vehicle in such a manner that places it in a life or health 
threatening situation by exposure to a prolonged period of extreme heat or cold, without proper ventilation or 
other protection from such heat or cold. In order to protect the health and safety of an animal, an Animal 
Control Officer, law enforcement officer, or department of agriculture investigator who has probable cause to 
believe that this section is being violated shall have authority to enter such motor vehicle by any reasonable 
means under the circumstances after making a reasonable effort to locate the owner or person. White County 
shall not be liable for any damages to personal vehicles resulting from the retrieval of an animal found to be in a 
life or health threatening situation.  

Sec. 10-144 Prohibited animals 

It shall be unlawful to purchase, sell, own, possess, harbor or breed skunks, foxes, prairie dogs, raccoons, 
coyotes, wolves, hybrid wolves, any hybrid animal that is part wild animal, exotic cats or any other wildlife 
unless licensed by the respective federal or state departments to possess such animal.  

Sec. 10-145 Prohibited animals – breeding without a license 

It is unlawful for any person who does not hold a license from the respective federal or state departments to 
breed an animal if they are required by the respective federal or state departments to have breeding license(s) or 
permit(s). Owners of an animal having more than one litter delivered during any 12-month period will require a 
license from the appropriate federal or state departments.  
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Sec. 10-146 Hoarders 

It shall be unlawful for any person to collect animals and fail to provide them with humane/adequate care, 
collect dead animals that are not properly disposed of as required by this article, or collect, house, or harbor 
animals in filthy, unsanitary conditions that constitute a health hazard to the animals being kept, and/or to the 
animals or residents of adjacent property.  

Sec. 10-147 – 10-169 Reserved 

Sec. 10-170 The animal control department 

The animal control department, under the office of public safety shall consist of the Animal Control Officer 
designated as the division chief of the animal control department and the Animal Control Officers.  

Sec. 10-171 Animal Control Officer appointment 

The public safety director under the direction of the county manager as empowered by the governing authority 
shall appoint an Animal Control Officer who shall be designated as the division chief of the animal control 
department.  

Sec. 10-172 Powers and duties of division chief of the animal control department

The animal control division chief shall be primarily responsible for the enforcement of this article and his duties 
shall include but not be limited to the following:  

(1)  Cooperation with the county board of health in the enforcement of rabies control regulations and of animal 
control directives.  

(2)  Cooperation in the promotion of animal control and welfare.  

(3)  Taking up and impounding animals that are in violation of this chapter, using any and all means available 
which are humane in nature; however, the Animal Control Officer shall be authorized but not required to 
impound animals or fowl not on the owner's or custodian's property. The Animal Control Officer can, in lieu of 
impoundment, issue a citation for violations of this chapter,  

(4)  The Animal Control Officer shall be authorized to enter either public or private property to impound any 
animal which he has reasonable cause to believe is in violation of this chapter.  

(5)  The Animal Control Officer may destroy any animal which presents a threat of immediate harm to public 

health or safety or other innocent animals and which cannot be taken for impoundment without threat of serious 
harm to the Animal Control Officer or his agents. The destruction shall be in the most humane method available 
to the officer on scene.  

(6)  Keeping a record of the number and description of all animals impounded or otherwise taken into custody, 
showing in detail in the case of each animal a general description by sex, breed and approximate age, together 
with any identification tag, vaccination tag or other marking, including micro-chipping and the date of receipt.  

(7)  The animal control division chief may designate any Animal Control Officer to perform any of the duties of 
the animal control division chief.  

Sec. 10-173 Notice to owners of impounded animals; redemption by owner

(a)  Any animal seized or impounded under any provision of this article shall be detained in the animal control 
shelter or any other such facility that the governing authority may so designate.  
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(b)  Upon receipt of any impounded animal having a microchip or wearing a tag, the Animal Control Officer 
shall immediately make diligent efforts to ascertain the identity of the animal's owner and shall, within three 
business days of receipt, telephone the owner to give notice of the impoundment or notify the owner by 
personal contact or notice attached to the residence of the owner or provide notification by certified U.S. mail if 
owner's address is outside of White County.  

(c)  The owner of the impounded animal may, after receiving such notice, regain possession of the animal upon 
payment of all applicable fees specified in this section. Such redemption shall not affect any criminal liability of 
the owner which may exist with respect to any violation of this article and shall not preclude proceedings 
against the owner for the purpose of pursuing sanctions under this article.  

(d)  Animals impounded must be claimed in three days, or are subject to adoption or euthanasia.  

(e)  Owners must pay an impound fee as described in section 10-175 if claimed within the appointed three-day 
period.  

(f)  If not claimed within the three-day period all impound fees described in section 10-175 apply, including but 
not limited to reimbursement to animal control for all medical expenses incurred.  

(g)  Notwithstanding any provisions in this chapter to the contrary. The animal control unit may refuse to release 
any animal impounded in the shelter or other director approved location for rabies or contagious disease 
quarantine or for the use of evidence of criminal prosecution for such time period as the animal control unit may 
determine or until released by a court order.  

Sec. 10-174 Commencement of period of impoundment 

All periods of impoundment specified in this article shall be deemed to commence at 12:01 a.m. of the day 
following the date of confinement. All animals reclaimed through White County once entering the shelter are 
still subject to the necessary fees in regards to a current rabies vaccination and all applicable impoundment fees 
as adopted by the board of commissioners.  

Sec. 10-175 Fees and requirements for violations and impounds 

(a)  The fees with respect to services performed, in connection with the enforcement of this article, shall be set 
by the board of commissioners from time to time. A copy of such fee schedule shall be posted at the 
headquarters of the Animal Control Officer. Such fees may be changed at any time and from time to time as 
determined by the board of commissioners.  

(b)  The fees established and collected under this article are not penalties but are imposed for the sole purpose of 
defraying expenses borne by the county for animal control and welfare under this article. Such fees are subject 
to change at any time. Such fees shall include but not be limited to the following:  

(1)  An impounding fee.  

(2)  A boarding fee on a per-day basis.  

(3)  A rabies inoculation deposit/fee, if needed. All dogs and cats over the age of three months will require a 
rabies vaccination as required by O.C.G.A. § 31-19-5.  

(c)  Absent exigent circumstances, in no event shall any animal be redeemed by its lawful possessor, owner or 
custodian unless those fees established for boarding and/or the administration of necessary medical treatment to 
the animal are paid.  



June 5, 2023 – Work Session & Regular Meeting Minutes (continued) 

17 

Sec. 10-176 Consequences of animal impounded and not claimed 

If for any reason an animal is impounded and not claimed by the owner after proper notification is made, the 
animal shall be considered abandoned and the following subsections shall apply.  

(1)  If the animal is not claimed by the owner within 72 hours of being telephoned or personally contacted or 72 
hours of a notice being left at the owner's residence, the animal shall be deemed abandoned and representatives 
of the animal control shelter may at their discretion adopt such animal or dispose of such animal in accordance 
with state law. If the owner cannot be located or no residence of the owner identified, the animal shall be 
presumed abandoned within 72 hours of impoundment.  

(2)  If any of the time periods in the subsection (1) of this section expire, the owner shall be deemed to have 
given his consent to the adoption of the impounded animal or to give his consent to the disposal of the animal in 
a humane fashion in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 4-11-5.1. All rights of ownership in such animal will 
immediately cease and the owner shall have no further claims to such animal.  

(3)  If an animal is impounded and through its appearance seems to have been abandoned or is stray, such 
animal will be kept for a period of 72 hours before it will be considered for adoption or destroyed. The 
appearance of being abandoned or stray would include, but not be limited to, the following: no collar, tag, 
brand, micro-chipping or other identifiable marks, an appearance of being malnourished, excessively dirty or 
mange-like fur coat or any other condition that would lead the Animal Control Officer to conclude that such 
animal is a stray.  

(4)  Any animal impounded which is found to be diseased or injured and whose ownership is unknown or is 
relinquished in writing or whose owner cannot be immediately contacted, may be immediately destroyed if in 
the opinion of the animal control director or licensed veterinarian the severity of the injury or disease of the 
animal indicates that euthanasia is a humane course of action.  

(5)  The Animal Control Officer may destroy any animal which presents a threat of immediate harm to public 
health or safety or other innocent animals while in custody of animal control.  

Sec. 10-177 Adoption 

Personnel from the animal control shelter may offer for adoption or placement with any person or any 
organization approved by the county or its agent an animal otherwise scheduled to be disposed of (euthanized) 
under the provisions of this chapter. No animal impounded shall be released to any person or organization for 
the purpose of animal experimentation. Any person or organization adopting an animal from the county or the 
county's designated animal control shelter shall pay the county or the designated animal control shelter for 
rabies inoculation, necessary medical treatment and any other administrative fees designated by the county.  

Sec. 10-178 Destruction of animals due to disease, overcrowding, injury or likelihood of danger or injury 
to humans or other animals 

Notwithstanding any provisions of this chapter to the contrary, the animal control unit may humanely destroy 
any animal impounded in the shelter when the animal control unit reasonably believes that destruction of the 
animal is necessary to prevent unnecessary suffering of animal, or prevent disease or injury to the animals or 
humans, due to overcrowding in the shelter, the presence or threatened presence of contagious disease, the 
likelihood of danger or injury to humans or animals, or any other condition.  
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Sec. 10-179 Holding animals due to quarantine or as evidence in a criminal prosecution 

Notwithstanding any provisions in this chapter to the contrary, the animal control unit may refuse to release any 
animal impounded in the shelter or other director approved location for rabies or contagious disease quarantine 
or for the use as evidence in a criminal prosecution for such time period as the animal control unit may 
determine or until released by a court order.  

Sec. 10-180 Records 

It shall be the duty of the animal control department to keep and maintain current and accurate records of all 
activities and transactions pertaining to the enforcement and impoundment of animals under this chapter. Such 
records shall include but not be limited to the name, address and phone numbers of persons filing complaints 
and owners of the animals impounded. Other information which shall be recorded will be the description and 
condition of each animal impounded; date, time and circumstances of impoundment. Records shall also be 
maintained of all fees of any kind collected and any other records deemed proper for accurate accounting of 
activities. 

Article II. Responsible Dog Ownership Law 

Sec. 10-221 Definitions 

(a) As used in this article, the term: 

(1) "Classified dog" means any dog that has been classified as either a dangerous dog or vicious dog pursuant to 
this article. 

(2) "Dangerous dog" means any dog that: 

(A) Causes a substantial puncture of a person's skin by teeth without causing serious injury; provided, however, 
that a nip, scratch, or abrasion shall not be sufficient to classify a dog as dangerous under this subparagraph;

(B) Aggressively attacks in a manner that causes a person to reasonably believe that the dog posed an imminent 
threat of serious injury to such person or another person although no such injury occurs; provided, however, that 
the acts of barking, growling, or showing of teeth by a dog shall not be sufficient to classify a dog as dangerous 
under this subparagraph; 

(C) While off the owner's property, kills or seriously injures a pet animal; provided, however, that this 
subparagraph shall not apply where the death of such pet animal is caused by a dog that is working or training 
as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog and is under the control or command of its owner or 
possessor; or no dog may be declared dangerous or vicious if the injury or damage to a domestic animal was 
sustained while the dog was working as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of, 
or under the control of, its owner or keeper, and the damage or injury was to a species or type of domestic 
animal appropriate to the work of the dog; or

(D) Because of temperament, conditioning or training, has a known propensity to kill, attack, bite or injure other 
living creatures without provocation; 

(1.1)  Any dog which, when unprovoked, in a vicious or terrorizing manner approaches any person in an 
apparent attitude of attack upon the streets, sidewalks or any public grounds or places; 

(1.2)  Any dog with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to unprovoked attack to cause injury or to 
otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals; 
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(1.3)  Any dog which bites, inflicts injury, assaults or otherwise attacks a human being or domestic animal 
without provocation on public or private property; 

(1.4)  Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose for dogfighting or any dog trained for 
dogfighting; or 

(1.5)  Any dog owned or harbored, not used for police or military purposes, primarily or in part for the purpose 
attack or guard training or any dog trained to attack humans.  

(3) "Local government" means White County or any county or municipality of this state. 

(4) "Owner" means any natural person or any legal entity, including, but not limited to, a corporation, 
partnership, firm, or trust owning, possessing, harboring, keeping, or having custody or control of a dog. In the 
case of a dog owned by a minor, the term "owner" includes the parents or person in loco parentis with custody 
of the minor. 

(5) "Serious injury" means any physical injury that creates a substantial risk of death; results in death, broken or 
dislocated bones, lacerations requiring multiple sutures, or disfiguring avulsions; requires plastic surgery or 
admission to a hospital; or results in protracted impairment of health, including transmission of an infection or 
contagious disease, or impairment of the function of any bodily organ. 

(6) "Vicious dog" means a dog that inflicts serious injury on a person or causes serious injury to a person 
resulting from reasonable attempts to escape from the dog's attack or has already been classified as dangerous 
and attacks or bites a human or pet animal or any dog previously determined to be and currently classified as a 
dangerous dog or was a potentially dangerous dog, which, after its owner or keeper has been notified of this 
determination, continues the behavior described in this chapter or is maintained in violation of this chapter. 

(b) No dog shall be classified as a dangerous dog or vicious dog for actions that occur while the dog is being 
used by a law enforcement or military officer to carry out the law enforcement or military officer's official 
duties.  No dog shall be classified as a dangerous dog or a vicious dog if the person injured by such dog was a 
person who, at the time, was committing a trespass, was abusing the dog, or was committing or attempting to 
commit an offense under Chapter 5 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia. 

Sec. 10-223 Investigations by Animal Control Officer; notice to owner; hearings; determinations by 
hearing authority; judicial review

(a) For purposes of this Section, the term: 

(1) "Animal shelter" means any facility operated by or under contract for the state or any county, municipal 
corporation, or other political subdivision of the state for the purpose of impounding or harboring seized, stray, 
homeless, abandoned, or unwanted dogs, cats, and other animals; any veterinary hospital or clinic operated by a 
veterinarian or veterinarians which operates for such purpose in addition to its customary purposes; and any 
facility operated, owned, or maintained by a duly incorporated humane society, animal welfare society, or other 
nonprofit organization for the purpose of providing for and promoting the welfare, protection, and humane 
treatment of animals. 

(2) "Authority" means White County Board of Health, or other designee, as determined by the governing 
authority of a White County. 

(3) "Mail" means to send by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery to the recipient's last known address. 
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(b) Upon receiving a report of a dog believed to be subject to classification as a dangerous dog or vicious dog, 
the Animal Control Officer shall make such investigations as necessary to determine whether such dog is 
subject to classification as a dangerous dog or vicious dog. 

(c) When an Animal Control Officer determines that a dog is subject to classification as a dangerous dog or 
vicious dog, the officer shall mail a dated notice to the dog's owner within 72 hours. Such notice shall include a 
summary of the Animal Control Officer's determination and shall state that the owner has a right to request a 
hearing from the White County Board of Health on the Animal Control Officer's determination within seven 
days after the date shown on the notice. The notice shall provide a form for requesting the hearing and shall 
state that if a hearing is not requested within the allotted time, the Animal Control Officer's determination shall 
become effective for all purposes under this article. If an owner cannot be located within ten days of an Animal 
Control Officer's determination that a dog is subject to classification as a dangerous dog or vicious dog, such 
dog may be released to an animal shelter or humanely euthanized, as determined by the Animal Control Officer. 

(d) When a hearing is requested by a dog owner in accordance with subsection (c) of this Code section, such 
hearing shall be scheduled within 30 days after the request is received; provided, however, that such hearing 
may be continued by the White County Board of Health for good cause shown. At least ten days prior to the 
hearing, the Board of Health shall mail to the dog owner written notice of the date, time, and place of the 
hearing. At the hearing, the dog owner shall be given the opportunity to testify and present evidence and the 
Board of Health shall receive other evidence and testimony as may be reasonably necessary to sustain, modify, 
or overrule the Animal Control Officer's determination. 

(e) Within ten days after the hearing, the White County Board of Health shall mail written notice to the dog 
owner of its determination on the matter. If such determination is that the dog is a dangerous dog or a vicious 
dog, the notice of classification shall specify the date upon which that determination shall be effective. If the 
determination is that the dog is to be euthanized pursuant to Code Section 4-8-26, the notice shall specify the 
date by which the euthanasia shall occur. 

(f) Judicial review of the final decision by the Board of Health may be had in accordance with O.C.G.A. §15-9-
30.9.  

(g) Any irregularity in classification proceedings shall not be a defense to any prosecution under this article so 
long as the owner of the dog received actual notice of the classification and did not pursue a civil remedy for the 
correction of the irregularity. 

(h) Confinement during pendency of hearing or appeal. During the pendency of any hearing or appeal of a 
determination that a dog is a dangerous or vicious dog as provided for in this section, the owner of such dog 
shall cause such dog to be confined at the expense of such owner of such dog, at a veterinary hospital, licensed 
kennel facility, or in a proper enclosure deemed suitable by the Animal Control Officer.  

(i) Authority of Animal Control Officer to confiscate and confine. If an owner fails or refuses to abide by 
subsection (c) of this section, the Animal Control Officer is authorized and empowered to confiscate such 
animal, confine it at the expense of such owner at a veterinary hospital, kennel facility, or proper enclosure 
deemed suitable by the Animal Control Officer during the pendency of any hearing or appeal mentioned in the 
subsection (c) of this section.  

(j) Retrieval of dog from veterinary hospital. After notification from the hearing board that a dog has been 
determined to be a dangerous or vicious dog, the owner of such dog shall have three business days within which 
to pick up his dog from the veterinary hospital, provided the owner is in compliance with all requirements of the  
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animal control ordinance. After such notification, the owner may appeal from any adverse decision rendered by 
the hearing board to White County Probate Court in such manner as provided by the laws of the state. Written 
notification of such an appeal shall be given immediately to the county animal control department. 

Sec. 10-224 Impoundment; Confiscation of dogs

(a)  A law enforcement officer or Animal Control Officer shall immediately impound a dog if the officer 
believes the dog poses a threat to the public safety. 

(b)  A classified dog shall be immediately confiscated by any Animal Control Officer or by a law enforcement 
officer in the case of any violation of this article. A refusal to surrender a dog subject to confiscation shall be a 
violation of this article.  

(c)  The owner of any dog that has been confiscated pursuant to this article may recover such dog upon payment 
of reasonable confiscation and housing costs and proof of compliance with the provisions of this article. All 
fines and all charges for services performed by a law enforcement or Animal Control Officer shall be paid prior 
to owner recovery of the dog. Criminal prosecution shall not be stayed due to owner recovery or euthanasia of 
the dog.  All fines are exclusive of court costs, court fees, etc. 

(d)  In the event the owner has not complied with the provisions of this article within 14 days of the date the dog 
was confiscated, such dog shall be destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner and the owner may be 
required to pay the costs of housing and euthanasia.  

Sec. 10-226 Euthanasia for dogs with repeat offenses 

A dog that is found, after notice and opportunity for hearing as provided by this Article, to have caused a 
serious injury to a human on more than one occasion shall be euthanized. 

Sec. 10-227 Certificates of registration; requirements for issuance of certificate; individuals excluded 
from receiving registration; limitation of ownership; annual renewal

(a) It shall be unlawful for an owner to have or possess within this state a classified dog without a certificate of 
registration issued in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance. Certificates of registration shall be 
nontransferable and shall only be issued to a person 18 years of age or older. No more than one certificate of 
registration shall be issued per domicile. 

(b) Unless otherwise specified by this Code section, a certificate of registration for a dangerous dog shall be 
issued if the Animal Control Officer determines that the following requirements have been met: 

(1) The owner has maintained an enclosure designed to securely confine the dangerous dog on the owner's 
property, indoors, or in a securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, or structure suitable to prevent the dangerous 
dog from leaving such property;

(2) Clearly visible warning signs have been posted at all entrances to the premises where the dog resides;

(3) A microchip containing an identification number and capable of being scanned has been injected under the 
skin between the shoulder blades of the dog, classified as vicious, and will be confirmed and registered with the 
White County Animal Control; and 

(4) The owner of the dangerous dog has written permission of the property owner or homeowners' association 
where the dangerous dog will be kept if applicable.  
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(c) Except as provided in subsections (e) and (f) of this Code section, a certificate of registration for a vicious 
dog shall be issued if the Animal Control Officer determines that the following requirements have been met: 

(1) The owner has maintained an enclosure designed to securely confine the vicious dog on the owner's 
property, indoors, or in a securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, or structure suitable to prevent the vicious 
dog from leaving such property;

(2) Clearly visible warning signs have been posted at all entrances to the premises where the dog resides;

(3) A microchip containing an identification number and capable of being scanned has been injected under the 
skin between the shoulder blades of the dog; and

(4) The owner maintains and can provide proof of general or specific liability insurance in the amount of at least 
$50,000.00 issued by an insurer authorized to transact business in this state insuring the owner of the vicious 
dog against liability for any bodily injury or property damage caused by the dog. 

(5) The owner or the owners of the dangerous dog has written permission of the property owner or homeowner's 
association where the dangerous dog will be kept 

(d) No certificate of registration shall be issued to any person who has been convicted of two or more violations 
of this chapter. 

(e) No person shall be the owner of more than one vicious dog. 

(f) No certificate of registration for a vicious dog shall be issued to any person who has been convicted of: 

(1) A serious violent felony as defined in Code Section 17-10-6.1;

(2) The felony of dogfighting as provided for in Code Section 16-12-37 or the felony of aggravated cruelty to 
animals as provided for in Code Section 16-12-4; or

(3) A felony involving trafficking in cocaine, illegal drugs, marijuana, methamphetamine, or ecstasy as 
provided for in Code Sections 16-13-31 and 16-13-31.1 from the time of conviction until two years after 
completion of his or her sentence, nor to any person residing with such person. 

(g) Certificates of registration shall be renewed on an annual basis. At the time of renewal of a certificate of 
registration for a vicious dog, an Animal Control Officer shall verify that the owner is continuing to comply 
with provisions of this article. Failure to renew a certificate of registration within ten days of the renewal date or 
initial classification date shall constitute a violation of this article. 

Sec. 10-228 Notifications by owner; change in ownership of dog; changes in residence

(a) The owner of a classified dog shall notify the Animal Control Officer within 24 hours if the dog is on the 
loose or has attacked a human and shall notify the Animal Control Officer within 24 hours if the dog has died or 
has been euthanized. 

(b) A vicious dog shall not be transferred, sold, or donated to any other person unless it is relinquished to a 
governmental facility or veterinarian to be euthanized. 

(c) The owner of a classified dog who moves from one jurisdiction to another within the State of Georgia shall 
register the classified dog in the new jurisdiction within ten days of becoming a resident and notify the Animal 
Control Officer of the jurisdiction from which he or she moved. The owner of a similarly classified dog who 
moves into this state shall register the dog as required in Code Section 4-8-27 within 30 days of becoming a 
resident. 
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Sec. 10-228.1 Requirements for possessing classified dogs 

(a) Restraint required. Any dangerous or vicious dog, as determined by the director, shall be securely confined 
indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or kennel, except when leashed and muzzled as provided in 
this section. Such pen, kennel or structure must have secure sides and a secure top attached to the sides. All 
structures used to confine a dangerous or vicious dog must be locked with a key or combination lock when such 
animal is within the structure. Such structure must have a secure bottom or floor attached to the sides of the pen 
or the sides of the pens must be embedded in the ground no less than two feet. All structures erected to house 
dangerous or vicious dogs must comply with all zoning and building regulations of the county. All such 
structures must be in a clean and sanitary condition. If dangerous dog is abutting property or an easement - a 
visible barrier must be included so that the dog cannot harass person who has a right to be on property adjoining 
owner's property.  

(b) Leash and muzzle. No person shall permit a dangerous or vicious dog to go outside its kennel or pen unless 
such dog is securely leashed with a leash no longer than four feet in length and in control of an adult. No person 
shall permit a dangerous or vicious dog to be kept on a chain, rope or other type of leash outside its kennel or 
pen unless an adult person is in physical control of the leash. Such dogs may not be leashed to inanimate objects 
such as trees, posts, buildings, etc. In addition, all vicious dogs on a leash outside the dog's kennel must be 
muzzled by a muzzling device sufficient to prevent such dog from biting persons or other animals.  

(c) Confinement indoors. No dangerous or vicious dog may be kept on a porch, patio or any part of a house or 
structure that would allow the dog to exit such building on its own volition. In addition, no such animal may be 
kept in a house or structure when the windows are open or when the screen windows or screen doors are the 
only obstacle preventing the dog from exiting the structure.  

(d) Signs. All owners, keepers or harborers of dangerous or vicious dogs within the county shall display in a 
prominent place on their premises a sign easily readable by the public indicating that a dangerous or vicious dog 
is on the premises.  

(e) Insurance. All owners, keepers or harborers of vicious dogs must provide proof to the animal control 
department of general or specific liability insurance in a single-incident amount of a minimum of $50,000.00 for 
bodily injury to or death of any person which may result from the ownership, keeping or maintenance of such 
dog with a maximum deductible of $100.00. Such insurance policy shall provide that no cancellation of the 
policy will be made unless ten days' written notice is first given to the animal control department. An effective 
insurance policy with the coverage and in the amounts specified in this section must be maintained by the 
owner, keeper or harborer at all times. A copy of the policy (and not the insurance binder) must be provided to 
the director of animal control for review and confirmation that the policy meets all requirements.  

(f) Euthanasia authorized. If it shall appear to the magistrate judge that a dog is dangerous or vicious and that 
the owner, keeper or harborer of the dog is willfully allowing the dog to run at large, or has violated any of the 
provisions of this section, the magistrate judge may, in addition to the usual judgment, order the Animal Control 
Officer to take possession of and euthanize the dog.  

(g) Owner must notify the Animal Control Officer within 24 hours if the dog is on the loose or has attacked a 
human or pet animal on public or private property and shall notify the Animal Control Officer within 24 hours 
if the dog has died or has been euthanized.  

(h) Impoundment. If the animal control director has probable cause to believe that a dog determined or 
acknowledged dangerous or vicious pursuant to this section, and said dog is in violation of this section, said dog  
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may be impounded and held pending the ruling of the magistrate judge for disposition. The owner, keeper or 
harborer of said dog shall be liable for all cost associated with impoundment, including impoundment fees, 
board fees, medical fee, euthanasia fee, and disposal fee.  

(i) A person who owns a dangerous dog and who rents property from another where the dog will reside must 
disclose to the property owner of the classification and provide proof from landlord granting permission to 
allow dog to live at the location. You may also include the same for homeowners' association boards.  

(j) The owner of a classified dog shall notify the Animal Control Officer if the owner is moving out of the 
county. The owner of a classified dog who moves to the county from another jurisdiction within the State of 
Georgia shall register the classified dog with the county within ten days of becoming a resident and notify the 
Animal Control Officer of the jurisdiction from which he or she moved. The owner of a similarly classified dog 
who is a new resident of the state shall register the dog as required in this section within 30 days after becoming 
a resident.  

(k) Issuance of a certificate of registration or renewal of a certificate of registration by the Animal Control 
Officer in the county does not warrant or guarantee that the requirements specified in this section are 
maintained by the owner of a classified dog on a continuous basis following the date of the issuance of the 
initial certificate of registration or following the date of any annual renewal of such certificate.  

(l) An Animal Control Officer is authorized to make whatever inquiry is deemed necessary to ensure 
compliance with the provisions of this article. Pursuant to state law, law enforcement agencies, including those 
of the county and the municipalities within the county, will cooperate with Animal Control Officers in 
enforcing the provisions of this article.  

(m) An annual fee, which may be set from time to time in an amount deemed reasonable by the board of 
commissioners, in addition to any regular dog licensing fees shall be paid to register classified dogs as required 
by this article. Certificates of registration shall be renewed on an annual basis. At the time of the annual renewal 
of a certificate of registration, an Animal Control Officer shall require evidence from the owner or make such 
investigation as may be necessary to verify that the classified dog is continuing to be confined in a proper 
enclosure and that the owner is continuing to comply with other provisions of the animal control ordinance. 
Failure to renew a certificate of registration within ten days of the renewal date or initial classification date shall 
constitute a violation of this article.  

(n) Once an animal has been declared dangerous or vicious, animal control may require that the owner takes 
special preventative measures on a case by case basis in addition to those contained in this article including but 
not limited to further leash requirements, further fencing/enclosure requirements, immediate sterilization, etc. In 
considering whether to impose a special preventative measure, animal control is authorized to consider 
additional factors as aggravating circumstances such as:  

(1) Child under the age of 13 living near or found to usually walk by or is otherwise in close proximity to the 
animal; 

(2) The animal has bitten a human being or other animal; 

(3) A dog has been training for fighting or attack; 

(4) The animal, without provocation, has approached a person in an apparent attitude of attack; or

(5) The individual animal's known propensity, reputation, or tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, to 
cause injury or otherwise endanger the safety of human beings, domestic animals, livestock, or other animals.  
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Sec. 10-229 Limitations on dog's presence off of owner's premises; penalty for violation; defense

(a) It shall be unlawful for an owner of a dangerous dog to permit the dog to be off the owner's property unless: 

(1) The dog is restrained by a leash not to exceed four feet in length and is under the immediate physical control 
of a person capable of preventing the dog from engaging any other human or animal when necessary;

(2) The dog is contained in a closed and locked cage or crate; or

(3) The dog is working or training as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for an owner of a vicious dog to permit the dog to be: 

(1) Outside an enclosure designed to securely confine the vicious dog while on the owner's property or outside a 
securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, or structure suitable to prevent the vicious dog from leaving such 
property unless: 

(A) The dog is muzzled and restrained by a leash not to exceed four feet in length and is under the immediate 
physical control of a person capable of preventing the dog from engaging any other human or animal when 
necessary; or

(B) The dog is contained in a closed and locked cage or crate; or

(2) Unattended with minors. 

(c) A person who violates subsection (b) of this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of high and 
aggravated nature. 

(d) An owner with a previous conviction for a violation of this article whose classified dog causes serious injury 
to a human being under circumstances constituting another violation of this article shall be guilty of a felony 
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than ten years, a 
fine of not less than $5,000.00 nor more than $10,000.00, or both. In addition, the classified dog shall be 
euthanized at the cost of the owner. 

(e) Any irregularity in classification proceedings shall not be a defense to any prosecution under this article so 
long as the owner of the dog received actual notice of the classification and did not pursue a civil remedy for the 
correction of the irregularity. 

Sec. 10-230 Confiscation by Animal Control Officer; payment of costs for recovery; euthanasia

(a) A dangerous dog or vicious dog shall be immediately confiscated by any Animal Control Officer or by a law 
enforcement officer in the case of any violation of this article. A refusal to surrender a dog subject to 
confiscation shall be a violation of this article. 

(b) The owner of any dog that has been confiscated pursuant to this article may recover such dog upon payment 
of all reasonable confiscation and housing costs and proof of compliance with the provisions of this article, 
unless such confiscation is deemed to be in error by an Animal Control Officer, an authority, as defined in Code 
Section 4-8-23, or a probate court. All fines and all charges for services performed by a law enforcement or 
Animal Control Officer shall be paid prior to owner recovery of the dog. Criminal prosecution shall not be 
stayed due to owner recovery or euthanasia of the dog.  All fines are exclusive of court costs, court fees, etc. 
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(c) In the event the owner has not complied with the provisions of this article within 14 days of the date the dog 
was confiscated, such dog shall be released to an animal shelter or euthanized in an expeditious and humane 
manner. The owner may be required to pay the costs of housing and euthanasia. 

Sec. 10-231 Governmental liability for enforcement 

Under no circumstances shall a local government or any employee or official of a local government be held 
liable for any damages to any person who suffers an injury inflicted by a dog as a result of a failure to enforce 
the provisions of this article. 

Sec. 10-232 Penalty for violation 

Except as otherwise specified in this article, any person who violates any provision of this article shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor.  For a second conviction hereunder, a fine of not less than $500.00 shall be imposed and for 
a third offense or subsequent conviction a fine of not less than $750.00 shall be imposed. 

Sec. 10-233 – 10-234 Reserved 

Sec. 10-235 Summons 

Upon a complaint lodged with the county animal control department regarding any section of this article, a 
summons may be issued requiring the owner of any domesticated animal, or any person, firm or corporation 
violating any of the provisions set forth in this article to appear before the judge of the magistrate court of the 
county on a day and time certain to answer for the violation of this article. If such violation of this article has 
not been witnessed by an officer of the county, a subpoena may be issued to the person making the complaint, 
requiring such person to appear on the day and time of the hearing set by the court to testify on behalf of the 
county. 

Sec. 10-236 - 10-299 Reserved 

ARTICLE III. Reserved 

Sec. 10-300 – 10-399 Reserved 

ARTICLE IV. RABIES CONTROL 

Sec. 10-401 Purpose 

To state the prescribed rules of the prevention and control of rabies within White County by requiring the 

vaccination, tagging, and certification of dogs and other animals, the confinement and/or quarantine of dogs and 
other animals, for the establishment of a rabies control officer, and for other purposes.  

Sec. 10-402 Definitions 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Board means the White County Board of Health, State of Georgia.  

Certificate means a certificate of vaccination on a form approved by the CDC and the Georgia Department of 
Public Health and signed by the veterinarian administering the vaccine.  

Department means the Department of Public Health, State of Georgia.  

Director means the chief executive of the county board of health as defined in O.C.G.A. 31-3-11 et seq.  
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Dog means any member of the canine family.  

Owner means any person having a right of property in a dog or other animal, or any person who permits a dog 
or other animal to remain on his premises.  

Person means any individual, firm, corporation, partnership, municipality, county, society, or association.  

Tag means a rabies vaccination collar tag furnished by a veterinarian as evidence of the vaccination of an 
animal against rabies.  

Vaccinate or inoculate means the injection of a specified dose of anti-rabies vaccine by a veterinarian into an 
animal.  

Vaccine means any anti-rabies vaccine approved by the Georgia Department of Public Health.  

Veterinarian means a person holding a license to proactive[practice] the profession of veterinary medicine in 
the State of Georgia.  

Sec. 10-403 Vaccinations required 

Every owner of a dog, cat, or ferret shall cause the dog, cat, or ferret to be vaccinated against rabies, the first or 
primary vaccination to occur at no later than three months of age, followed by revaccination on an annual or 
triennial, in accordance with the compendium of animal rabies prevention and control or as described on the 
individual vaccine label. If a previously vaccinated animal is overdue for a booster, it should be revaccinated 
with a single dose of vaccine. Immediately following the booster, the animal is considered currently vaccinated 
and should be placed on a schedule depending on the labeled duration of the vaccine used.  

Evidence of vaccination shall consist of a tag and certificate of vaccination, furnished by the veterinarian 
administering the vaccine. The owner shall retain a copy of the certificate. The tag, bearing the same number 
and year as the certificate, shall be securely attached to the collar or harness worn by the dog for which the 
certificate and tag have been issued.  

Clinics.  

(1)  The director may operate or cause to operate county sponsored clinics for the vaccination of dogs, cats, and 
ferrets against rabies.  

(2)  Vaccination will be performed by a licensed veterinarian. Payment for these services shall be the animal 
owner's responsibility paid to the veterinarian.  

(3)  The vaccination fee for such clinics, including the administering and cost of the vaccine, the issuance of the 
certificates and tags, and other necessary expense shall be determined at least 15 days in advance of a scheduled 
clinic. Public notice of the schedule of the clinics shall be made at least 15 days in advance of the first clinic 
appearing on the schedule. Such notice shall include the schedule of each clinic including the day, the hour, the 
place, and the vaccination fee.  

(4)  In emergencies or during quarantine the 15 days' notice prior to the operation of a clinic shall not apply.  

Sec. 10-404 Rabies control officer 

(a)  The White County Environmental Health Manager is appointed by the board to be the White County Rabies 
Control Officer.  

(b)  Duties of the rabies control officer will include:  
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(1)  Investigate and maintain a record of animal bites in the county.  

(2)  Ensure proper confinement of an animal involved in a bite; or if the animal is dead or killed, preparation 
and submission of the head for laboratory examination.  

(3)  Ensure proper disposition of animals exposed to known rabid animals.  

(4)  Assist in county-sponsored rabies vaccination clinics.  

(5)  Other duties as stated in these rabies control regulations.  

Sec. 10-405. Confinement 

(a)  The rabies control officer will maintain enforcement of all regulations pertaining to confinement of dogs or 
other animals for rabies control.  

(b)  The owner of any dog or other animal as defined in this section shall confine or cause to be confined such 
dog or animal as herein prescribed:  

(1)  A dog or other animal, whether vaccinated or not, which has bitten a person (or other animal) shall be 
confined for a period of ten days following the date of the bite in White County, Georgia, except where 
conditions for confinement in an area outside the limits of this jurisdiction shall meet the provisions of these 
rules and regulations and be certified with the appropriate authority having jurisdiction.  

(2)  A dog, or other animal, whether vaccinated or not, having signs suggestive of rabies shall be confined and 
in isolation until its death or until its freedom from suspicion of having rabies is established.  

(3)  A dog or other animal not vaccinated and bitten by a known rabid animal should be immediately destroyed 
or, if the owner is unwilling to destroy the exposed animal, strict isolation of the animal in an approved kennel 
for six months shall be enforced.  

(4)  Any dog or other animal with a current rabies vaccination, as evidenced by the certificate of vaccination, 
bitten by a known rabid animal, may be revaccinated, then confined in an approved manner for 45 days, and 
then released if no signs of rabies are present.  

(5)  Every dog, or other animal, whether vaccinated or not, in a quarantined area shall be kept confined and 
isolated during the entire quarantine period.  

(6)  Any vaccinated dog impounded because of a lack of rabies vaccination tag may be reclaimed by its owner 

by furnishing proof of rabies vaccination. Any unvaccinated dog impounded because of a lack of rabies 
vaccination tag may be reclaimed by its owner by giving satisfactory assurance of compliance with the rabies 
vaccination requirement of this chapter within 72 hours of release.  

Sec. 10-406 Confinement area or facility 

The rabies control officer shall approve all confinement areas or facilities, ensuring that the confinement area is 
safe and secure, that it provides for isolation of the animal from all other animals and humans, and that the area 
is clean and humane, providing adequate food, water, and exercise, and appropriate temperature and shelter 
from the elements to the animal.  
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Sec. 10-407 Reporting 

The owner or custodian of any animal having signs suggestive of rabies shall confine the animal and 
immediately notify the rabies control officer, reporting any information regarding any persons bitten or attacked 
by said animal. Any person bitten by any animal reasonably suspected of being rabid shall immediately notify 
the rabies control officer.  

Sec. 10-408 Penalty 

Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  

-End of County Resolution 2023-07- 

Mr. John Sell, Director of Community & Economic Development, presented proposed revisions to the County 
Code Chapter 14 – Buildings & Building Regulations, Article 3 Construction Codes & Enforcement, Section 14-
73 Scope, Addition of a minimum square footage for dwellings. He advised that at the direction of the Board of 
Commissioners a study committee had been formed to look at this issue in an effort to prevent an onslaught of 
tiny homes and the committee developed the suggested minimum square footage of 672 square feet for dwellings, 
which is based on a small singlewide mobile home. He advised that both Commissioner Goodger and 
Commissioner Bryant had participated in the committee. Commissioner Goodger stated that it might be possible 
to establish a specific zoning category for higher density homes less than 672 square feet if issues with water & 
sewer could be addressed. Commissioner Holcomb and Commissioner Bryant both stated that they are not 
opposed to a tiny home development. Mr. Sell said the planned unit development process within the land use code 
does provide structure for that type of development process. Following presentation of the proposed changes, 
Chairman Turner opened the floor to receive public comment on revisions.  

Mr. Paul Veen, 414 Briarwood Drive Cleveland, Georgia – wanted to understand why the local government felt 
it necessary to dictate the size of home someone has. He asked about the 320 square feet listed in Section 14-101. 
Mr. Sell stated that was part of a definition which referred to a national standard for mobile homes, not what 
would be specifically allowed within the code.  

Matthew, 3959 Asbury Mill Road Cleveland, Georgia - stated that he did not understand the logic used to force 
people to live in a larger home on land that they own with the issues that had already been discussed regarding 
no workforce housing. He said he moved from middle Georgia to White County to get away from some of these 
regulations. 

Marie, 329 Savage Trail Cleveland, Georgia – she asked about projects that were already in process. She stated 
that she had received a variance for the construction of a small residence on her property for her father. It was 
stated that if a variance (or permit) was already granted, she was vested and that project could continue. 

Mr. Bob Slack, 211 Covered Bridge Road Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia – asked if it matters how many acres a 
person has, does the minimum still apply? Commissioner Goodger stated that the number of acres is not relevant, 
however the committee planned to meet in the future to discuss these types of issues. 

With no additional public comments on the proposed revisions to the Building Regulations, addition of minimum 
square footage– Chairman Turner closed the floor.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Bryant there was a vote to approve 
County Resolution 2023-08, approving the revisions to the White County Code Chapter 14 – Buildings &  
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Building Regulations, Article 3 Construction Codes & Enforcement, Section 14-73 Scope, Addition of a minimum 
square footage for dwellings: 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-08 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL CODE OF WHITE COUNTY, GEORGIA, CHAPTER 
14 (BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS), ARTICLE III (CONSTRUCTION CODES AND 

ENFORCEMENT), SECTION 14-73 (SCOPE) 

WHEREAS, the White County Board of Commissioners wishes to revise the White County Code as hereinafter 
set out; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commissioners of White County, and it is hereby 
resolved by authority of the same, that the White County Code be revised as follows: 

The effective date of this amendment shall be June 5, 2023. 

RESOLVED, this 5th day of June, 2023. 

Sec. 14-73. Scope. 
(a) Applicability. 
(2) Building. 
b. Residential - One- and two-family dwellings. The provisions of the state minimum standard one- and two-
family dwelling code (International Residential Code), as adopted and amended by the state department of 
community affairs, shall apply to the construction, alteration, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, 
maintenance, of every one- or two-family dwelling or any appurtenances connected or attached to such 
buildings or structures. Every one – or two-family dwelling shall meet a minimum size requirement of 672 
square feet of heated space. 

-End of County Resolution 2023-08- 

Chairman Turner stated that in the past, at his discretion, he had asked for a show of hands in support or in 
opposition of land use requests. He had been made aware of some issues surrounding this and would be 
discontinuing this practice effective immediately.  

Mr. John Sell presented the land use application filed by Hetrip Unit, LLC, on behalf of Kirt Koch, to redistrict 
property located at the intersection of Highway 255 South and Highway 115 East Cleveland, Georgia from A-1, 
Agriculture Forestry District to C-2, Highway Business District – tax map & parcel 061-230 / 2.03 acres. He 
advised that a prior request by the same applicant to rezone the property for the purpose of building a convenience 
store was presented to the Board and denied by the Board in February 2022. He noted that the applicant had 
revised the plans to address the Board’s concerns regarding access, stormwater, etc. Mr. Sell stated the Planning 
Commission held a public hearing on the application, at which there was opposition, and the Planning 
Commission recommended denial of the application due to traffic safety and environmental concerns. Mr. Stanton 
Porter represented the applicant. He requested that the application be tabled until the Board’s next voting meeting 
in order to provide an opportunity for him to reach out to members of the community to assure that all of their  
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concerns were addressed. He stated that the elevation of the project had increased dramatically with the new 
design, the size of the building had been reduced, and if tabled this would provide time to have an actual traffic 
study done.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 
voted to deny the land use application filed by Hetrip Unit, LLC, on behalf of Kirt Koch, to redistrict property 
located at the intersection of Highway 255 South and Highway 115 East Cleveland, Georgia from A-1, Agriculture 
Forestry District to C-2, Highway Business District – tax map & parcel 061-230 / 2.03 acres due to safety concerns 
and in an effort to preserve the integrity of the neighborhood.  

Mr. Sell presented the land use application filed by Jacob Daniel Wiley to redistrict property located at 7042 
Highway 254 Cleveland, Georgia from R-1, Residential Single-Family District to C-2, Highway Business District 
– tax map & parcel 051-133 / 3.98 acres. He stated that on March 27, 2023 the Board of Commissioners had 
unanimously voted to send this application back to the Planning Commission for the consideration of certain 
conditions (access property only off Hwy 254, no access off Donald Alexander Road, plant greenery along the 
Donald Alexander Road side of the property, there would be no containers washed out on the property, and to 
maintain a 25’ buffer from the property lines). With reconsideration of the application, the property was reposted, 
and a second public hearing was held by the Planning Commission, at which there was continued opposition from 
surrounding residents and property owners. With the addition of those stated conditions, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the application. It was stated that Mr. Wiley had obtained a private access permit from 
the Georgia Department of Transportation from Hwy 254. Mr. Wiley confirmed that he understood and would 
accept the conditions discussed. Commissioner Holcomb stated that he had received many calls opposing this 
commercial property in a residential area.  

Commissioner Holcomb made a motion to deny the land use application filed by Jacob Daniel Wiley to redistrict 
property located at 7042 Highway 254 Cleveland, Georgia from R-1, Residential Single-Family District to C-2, 
Highway Business District – tax map & parcel 051-133 / 3.98 acres due to safety concerns and this being a 
residential area. The motion died for lack of a second.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Bryant there was a vote to approve 
the land use application filed by Jacob Daniel Wiley to redistrict property located at 7042 Highway 254 Cleveland, 
Georgia from R-1, Residential Single-Family District to C-2, Highway Business District – tax map & parcel 051-
133 / 3.98 acres with the following conditions: access property only off Hwy 254, no access off Donald Alexander 
Road, plant greenery along the Donald Alexander Road side of the property, there would be no containers washed 
out on the property, and to maintain a 25’ buffer from the property lines. Commissioner Nix and Chairman Turner 
voted in favor of the motion. Commissioner Holcomb opposed the motion. The motion passed by a 4-1 vote.  

Chairman Turner advised Derick Canupp, Director of Public Works, to post Donald Alexander Road with a “No 
Commercial Traffic Allowed” sign. 

Mr. Sell presented the land use application filed by Zachary Wilkerson to request a conditional use permit at 255 
Sandra Lane Cleveland, Georgia – tax map & parcel 073-206 / 2.41 acres – with the proposed use of placing in a 
short-term rental program within the current zoning of R-1, Residential Single-Family District. He stated that the 
property is located in Yonah View Estates subdivision which does not have covenants and Mr. Wilkerson was able 
to obtain the required signatures from neighboring property owners. He advised the Planning Commission held 
the public hearing on the application and recommended approval by a 3-2 vote. Commissioner Bryant asked Mr. 
Sell why Mr. Wilkerson did not have to obtain signatures from the other phases of the subdivision. Mr. Sell  
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explained that the recorded plat for this property only shows this phase of the subdivision. Mr. Wilkerson stated 
that he would be self-managing the short-term rental and planned to rent it about once per month.  

Commissioner Bryant made a motion to deny the land use application filed by Zachary Wilkerson to request a 
conditional use permit at 255 Sandra Lane Cleveland, Georgia – tax map & parcel 073-206 / 2.41 acres – with 
the proposed use of placing in a short-term rental program within the current zoning of R-1, Residential Single-
Family District due to the different phases of the subdivision not being accounted for with the signatures obtained. 
The motion died for lack of a second. 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a vote to approve the 
land use application filed by Zachary Wilkerson for a conditional use permit at 255 Sandra Lane Cleveland, 
Georgia – tax map & parcel 073-206 / 2.41 acres – with the approved use of placing in a short-term rental program 
within the current zoning of R-1, Residential Single-Family District. Chairman Turner voted in favor of the 
motion. Commissioner Holcomb and Commissioner Bryant opposed the motion. The motion to approve passed 
by a 3-2 vote. 

Mr. Derick Canupp, Director of Public Works, stated that the 2-year waiting period (from preliminary road 
acceptance) for The Reserve at Mossy Creek Subdivision (Samson Way and Charleston Lane) final road 
acceptance had been met and upon inspection the roads met all requirements to be accepted as county roads, 
contingent on right of way acquisition.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote to 
approve final road acceptance for The Reserve at Mossy Creek Subdivision – being Samson Way and Charleston 
Lane, contingent upon right of way acquisition.  

Mr. Canupp presented a grant application for approval from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 
Environmental Protection Division for a Scrap Tire Amnesty Day in White County. He advised this would be the 
second year for this event in the county and that last year was a great success with the collection of four (4) roll-
off containers of scrap tires. He estimated for 2023 that five (5) containers or approximately 1,070 tires would be 
collected – through the $15,907.00 grant. He stated that October 7, 2023 was the tentative date for Scrap Tire 
Amnesty Day.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 
vote to approve the application for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection 
Division Grant in the amount of $15,907.00 for a Scrap Tire Amnesty Day in White County. 

Mr. David Murphy, Director of Public Safety, requested acceptance of the GFSTC (Georgia Firefighter Standards 
& Training Council) Firework Tax Grant for the purchase of structural firefighting gear. He advised the grant 
amount would be $19.980.00 with a local match of $2,220.00, which was budgeted in the grant fund. He stated 
that five (5) sets (of the needed ten (10) sets) of turnout gear would be purchased with the funds. 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote to 
accept the GFSTC (Georgia Firefighter Standards & Training Council) Firework Tax Grant for the purchase of 
structural firefighting gear in the amount of $19.980.00 with a local match of $2,220.00, from the grant fund. 

Mr. Joel Witcher, Director of IT, presented a quote from ACG Solutions for the equipment and installation of a 
security camera system in the amount of $22,589.18 and a quote from ACG Solutions for equipment and  
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installation for the access control system in the amount of $15,162.08 - both at the new Tax Commissioners Office 
location.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote to 
approve the expenditures with ACG Solutions for equipment and installation of the security camera system in the 
amount of $22,589.18 and for equipment and installation for the access control system in the amount of 
$15,162.08 at the new Tax Commissioners Office location – to be funded by SPLOST.  

Ms. Jodi Ligon, Finance Director, discussed the preliminary Enotah Judicial Circuit Budget for the 2023-2024 
Fiscal Year. She reviewed the increases in each section of this budget and summarized with the following:  

 The FY2024 proposed Circuit budget uses $90,000 of fund balance. 
 The FY2024 proposed Public Defender budget uses $42,892 of fund balance. 
 The FY2024 proposed Enotah Circuit budget increased overall by $264,258 or 23.31%. 
 The FY2024 proposed Public Defender budget increased overall by $18,214 or 3.71%. 
 White County's annual Circuit contribution is increasing from $275,484 to $326,481 or $12,749 

quarterly. 
 White County's annual Public Defender contribution is increasing from $133,920 to $135,903 or $678 

quarterly. 
White County’s total increase would be $53.709.00 per year for the county paid expenses in the Enotah 
Judicial Circuit. There was a consensus that approval of the Enotah Judicial Circuit budget would be 
considered at the same time as the county budget adoption on June 12, 2023.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 
vote to take the following actions concerning mid-year board appointments: 
Georgia Mountains Regional Commission Council (GMRC) Private Sector Representative: Ms. Susan 
Cremering was reappointed to a one (1) year term expiring June 30, 2024. 

Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors:   The appointment for a two (2) year term expiring June 30, 
2025 was tabled. 

Convention & Visitor’s Bureau (CVB) Board of Directors: Ms. Nita Decker was reappointed    
 for a three (3) year term expiring June 30, 2026. 

Department of Family & Children’s Services (DFACS) Board: Ms. Anna Robertson was reappointed for a 
five (5) year term expiring June 30, 2028. 

Ms. Jodi Ligon presented the monthly Financial Status Report (see attached).  

During County Manager Comments, Mr. Pittard stated that he along with staff are working diligently on revisions 
to the short-term rental related ordinances in order to address current issues.  

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public participation. 

Ms. Lillian Hall – stated that public hearings concerning land use applications related to short-term rentals should 
be held with the Commissioners, not the Planning Commission.  

Ms. Monika Knight – expressed appreciation to the Board for improvements made to Poplar Stump Road. She 
said her and her husband enjoy riding their bikes on this road and the improvements were very appreciated.  She 
also advised the Board that Superior Court had issued an injunction concerning the land were the glamping project  
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had been proposed on Stansel Road, ruling that the property was a part of the Logan’s Ridge Subdivision and 
subject to the subdivision’s restrictive covenants.  

With no further public comments, the floor was closed. 

Commissioner Goodger stated that the county would be submitting an application for a $3 million grant for a new 
library to the state by the end of June.  

Commissioner Nix expressed his appreciation to the Road Department for the excellent work on Kanady Road.  

Chairman Turner asked Mr. Canupp about repairs to Windy Acres Road. Mr. Canupp stated that they would be 
working on a permanent fix during the upcoming week.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote to 
adjourn the meeting.  

The minutes of the June 5, 2023 Work Session & Regular Meeting were approved as stated this 26th day of June, 
2023.  

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

__________________________ 
Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

__________________________ 
Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

__________________________ 
Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

__________________________ 
Edwin Nix, District 3 

__________________________ 
Craig Bryant, District 4 

___________________________ 
Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 
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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING HELD 

MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2023 AT 4:30 P.M. 

The White County Board of Commissioners held a Called Meeting on Monday, June 12, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room at the Administration Building. Present for the meeting were: Chairman Travis Turner, 
Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lun Holcomb, Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner Criag 
Bryant, County Manager Billy Pittard, Finance Director Jodi Ligon, and County Clerk Shanda Murphy. 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order.  

The following Recreation Volleyball Teams were recognized for their team’s outstanding performance in the 2023 
Spring Mountain Area Conference (MAC) end of season tournament: 4th Grade McCallister placed 1st, 6th Grade 
Brookshire placed 1st, 3rd Grade Montgomery placed as runner-up, 6th Grade Cornelius placed as runner-up, and 
7th Grade Friel placed as runner-up.  

Ms. Jodi Ligon presented the proposed Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Budget (see attached).  

Chairman Turner opened the floor for any public comments on the proposed budget - there were none and the 
floor was closed.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Bryant there was a unanimous vote 
to adopt County Resolution 2023-09, approving the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Budget for White County as follows:  
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-End of County Resolution 2023-09- 

Commissioner Bryant stated that he would like to go back to having the Enotah Judicial Circuit Budget Meetings 
with the full Boards from each county as an open meeting. Chairman Turner advised him that he was welcome to 
take the place of Commissioner Holcomb who normally attends on behalf of White County.  

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote to 
reappoint David Murphy to the Region 2 Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council for a three-year term to 
expire June 30, 2026. 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote to 
enter into Executive Session.  

-See The Following Closed Meeting Affidavit- 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous vote 
to exit Executive Session. 

Commissioner Bryant asked that Mr. Pittard to see if access on Church Street is being restricted during the times 
at Woodlands Camp is doing drop-off and pick-up. 

Chairman Turner asked Commissioner Goodger if the grant application process for construction of a new library 
is tracking well. Commissioner Goodger advised that it is tracking and coming together very well. 
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 
vote to adjourn the meeting.  

The minutes of the June 12, 2023 Called Meeting were approved as stated this 26th day of June, 2023.  

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

__________________________ 
Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

__________________________ 
Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

__________________________ 
Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

__________________________ 
Edwin Nix, District 3 

__________________________ 
Craig Bryant, District 4 

___________________________ 
Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Susan and Sangsoo Oh 403 Yonah Valley Rd 

 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   Application #19901 

2.   Public Hearing minutes of 5/30/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 6/5/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah 

Valley Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short term rental. The property is not part of a 

subdivision. Mrs. Oh said it would have a maximum of 12 guests with parking for 10 vehicles on 13 acres. 

It is a 4 bedroom, 4 bath home. She intends to self-manage with her next door neighbor as the local contact. 

Tammy Chambers of 250 Yonah Valley Road expressed concerns about traffic on the narrow road, 

potential for more rentals due to the size of the property and noise. She said the owner has already been 

renting with three to six vehicles at a time and loud children. Mrs. Oh admitted to renting off and on, but 

did not know she needed a license until the county contacted her. The Planning Commission recommended 

approval of the application and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   

       
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Monday, June 5th, 2023 

6:00 pm               

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528

 

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John Yarbrough. 

Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Motion to approve the minutes of April 24th, 2023 and May 1st, 2023 made by Ms. Dixon and 

seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of Nancy Dorsey to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Valley View Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 003-027. Total acreage is 2.64. 

The applicant, Nancy Dorsey of 48 Stover Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Ms. Dorsey explained she and her sister purchased the property from their 

grandparents and want to split it for their wills. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Environmental Health department for plat 

approval.  

 

Application of Sharon Hustedt to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 899 Kanady Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 036-089A. Total acreage is 

2.50. 

The applicant, Sharon Hustedt of 899 Kanady Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hustedt explained the second dwelling is for family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department for a building permit. 

 

Application of Matthew Knaus to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

216 Welcome Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 045A-040. Total acreage is 3.00. 

The applicant, Matthew Knaus of 216 Welcome Lane, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Knaus explained he is giving property to family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact him when his plats were stamped.  

 

Application of Keith and Jody McCallister to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is 

located on Webster Lake Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 078-087. Total acreage is 

15.00. 

The applicant, Jody McCallister of 746 Dean Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. McCallister explained the second tract is for family. When asked if she was made 

aware of a road needing to be built due to the amount of tracts already split from this parcel, Ms. 

McCallister said no but the seller did mention this would be the last tract that could be divided. She 
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explained that she did not purchased the property to split for sale and understands that it could not be 

divided again without a road being built to subdivision regulations.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact her when the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Carlos Barnes to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Tulip Trail, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 050-065. Total acreage is 1.89. 

The applicant, Carlos Barnes of 120 Tulip Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Barnes explained that he would eventually be living on this property and it was not for 

resale. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office once he received the plats for the other 

tracts from Environmental Health so they could discuss next steps. 

 

Application of Jimmy Daniel to request a variance from Section 804 Building Setback for building 

within a building setback. Property is located at 2034 Helen Hwy, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 096-035. 

Total acreage is 0.477. 

The applicant, Jimmy Daniel of 2034 Helen Highway, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Daniel explained the original foundation was not good so he building new. He said he 

received a letter for the first variance and this request is for the same distance from the property line- 

three feet and six inches. 

 

Motion to approve the variance contingent upon receiving a new letter from the adjoining property owner 

made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the 

applicant to call his office once he receives the letter from the adjoining property owner.  

 

Application of Kathy Chastain to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 260 Mulberry Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 068-049. Total acreage is 5.70. 

The applicant, Kathy Chastain of 260 Mulberry Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Chastain explained the second dwelling is for her children.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department regarding a building 

permit.  

 

Application of Beverly Sosbee to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on Sal 

Mountain Way, Sautee Nacoochee, GA, 30571. Tax map and parcel is 072-014. Total acreage is 4.31. 

Representatives, PJ Campanella and Allison Suazo of 324 Leisure Acres Drive, were present on behalf of 

the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Campanella explained they are 

purchasing the property and received permission to access this property from the two other lot owners. He 

stated the existing access would not be feasible due to needing multiple switchbacks on the steep grade. 
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Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representatives he would contact them once the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Wayne Quarles to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located at 

2601 Toll Gate Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 002-001. Total acreage is 3.74. 

The applicant, Wayne Quarles of 2601 Toll Gate Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application, adding that the request is for mortgage purposes and the acreage would revert back once the 

mortgage is satisfied. Mr. Quarles did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant he would contact them once the plats were stamped by the 

Planning Department.  

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Oh stated there is a fence around the property, which is large acreage that has pastures 

and a pond. She said the properties nearby are on large acreage, as well. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the previous application for an event facility was to rezone to C-2, 

but he plans to have small events instead. He said the maximum occupancy for outdoor events would be 

50 and 24 for indoor events, adding that he did not plan on having indoor and outdoor at the same time. 

When asked about the steepness of the road, he said only left turns have limited views.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Those opposed were Mr. Freeman and Mr. Yarbrough. Chairman Thomas as the 

tiebreaker voted in favor of the motion due to the strong support present during the public hearing. 

Motion carried by majority of 3-2. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 

26th.  

 

smurphy
Rectangle
Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Oh stated there is a fence around the property, which is large acreage that has pastures 

and a pond. She said the properties nearby are on large acreage, as well.

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.
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Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Eric Miller- owner of Yonah Mountain Vineyards- of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. When asked if he would be willing to provide access to 

the property from the vineyard, Mr. Miller explained that he would prefer to not build in order to keep the 

vineyard secure and he was unsure how enforceable that access would be since the property is the first 

house on Small Pond Drive. He stated the maximum occupancy would be eight, but he would most likely 

rent to six. He said he is coordinating with the neighborhood to improve the road on Small Pond Drive.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Alan Boggs with ALCO Realty of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present on 

behalf of the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Boggs stated a letter of 

support from the homeowner’s association was provided at the public hearing. He said the road is in good 

condition.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant was not present; the applicant was postponed to the next Regular Session.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to updates in Zoning 

Procedures Law (ZPL). 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the proposed amendments. 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to provisions for 

Historic Preservation. 

Chairman Thomas recommend the board wait to vote on a recommendation until the full board was 

present and have discussions in a work session for proposed changes.  

Motion to table the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Mr. Yarbrough. Mr. Ackerman said the room was full of support but no opposition at the public hearing 
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and he would like both sides to be represented so it is good for everyone. Additionally, due to several 

questions not answered in the changes, he would like to see the final draft before making a 

recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. Motion was unanimous.  

Mr. Sell stated the proposed ordinance would be added to the next Work Session to discuss all requested 

changes to be made to the draft.  

 

There was no citizen comment.  

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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Tuesday, May 30th, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Board members present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John 

Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd. 

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. Chairman Thomas 

outlined the public hearing procedures. No changes made to the agenda. 

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mrs. Oh explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 12 

people, parking for more than 10 vehicles on the 13 acres, and her next-door neighbor would be the 

emergency contact. She said she plans to utilize online platforms and has rented on and off due to not 

knowing she needed a license until the county notified her. Mrs. Oh said she has owned the property for 

ten years and began renting in the last year, but has had family and friends stay at the property. When 

asked if there were other short-term rentals nearby, she said no.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Tammy Chambers of 250 Yonah Valley Road expressed concerns of the narrow road, traffic, potential for 

more rentals on the property due to its size, and noise. She said the owner has already been renting with 

three to six vehicles at a time and loud children.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mrs. Oh if she had anything to add, she said no. Chairman Thomas closed the 

hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the proposed use would be small events that would start and end 

early, which is why he is requesting to move from C-1 Community Commercial to R-1 Residential Single 

Family. He said he hosted an indoor event in February with 24 people for the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural 

Center, which was a small gathering. He said his maximum occupancy would be 24-25 for the indoor 

space where he would host mystery dinners and has experience hosting events in Atlanta. Mr. Shwartz 

said he is not looking to host weddings, but would be able to have 50 people in an outdoor area for 

“boutique weddings” or other outdoor events. He said the majority of his events would be indoor and 

does not intend to host indoor and outdoor at the same time so he can keep the gatherings small. Mr. 

Schwartz explained the paved parking would hold 12-15 vehicles and the gravel road to the barn would 

smurphy
Rectangle
Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mrs. Oh explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 12 

people, parking for more than 10 vehicles on the 13 acres, and her next-door neighbor would be the 

emergency contact. She said she plans to utilize online platforms and has rented on and off due to not 

knowing she needed a license until the county notified her. Mrs. Oh said she has owned the property for 

ten years and began renting in the last year, but has had family and friends stay at the property. When 

asked if there were other short-term rentals nearby, she said no.

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application.

Tammy Chambers of 250 Yonah Valley Road expressed concerns of the narrow road, traffic, potential for 

more rentals on the property due to its size, and noise. She said the owner has already been renting with 

three to six vehicles at a time and loud children.

Chairman Thomas asked Mrs. Oh if she had anything to add, she said no. Chairman Thomas closed the 

hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 5th.



WHITE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

PUBLIC HEARING: LAND USE REGULATION  

Page 2 of 5 

 

hold another 15 vehicles. He explained that indoor noise is not easily heard over highway traffic and 

outdoor events would end no later than 11pm.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

 

Savannah Essigman, address not provided, said she is a wedding and event coordinator in Helen and the 

church keeper. She said the owners reached out to her with humble intentions, and she cannot see them 

being disruptive since they want to conserve the community.  

 

JoAnn Sweeney of 320 Sal Mountain Way said she has known the owners for years, and they are good 

neighbors and people who she believes will do a good job.  

 

Tommy Williams, who lives next door, said he has known the owner for years and has not noticed any of 

the events so far. He said they are good people with good intentions of keeping the events “low-key”. 

 

Mel Whitehead, the Executive Director of the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural Center, said he has known the 

owner for years and his intention is for small groups with concerns about preserving the community and 

environment. He said the owner has offered to hold events for the cultural center and Mr. Whitehead 

believes this will be good for the community. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Jeff McCrew of 303 Richardson Road said he is not for or against, but wanted to know if the county does 

anything to preserve the residential area if approved and would hate to see it move more toward a 

business area.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said she lives on the county line, said she wished to follow up to 

the previous speaker. She stated that the reason Mr. Schwartz wants to rezone to R-1 is to keep the 

property in the residential area and that if the property would be rezoned back to C-1 is when any issues 

about commercial could be addressed. She said C-1 to R-1 is great.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Schwartz if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. Schwartz said the property is zoned commercial now and the reason they wish for R-1 is because they 

plan to live there and the property has family history. He said this would be their home and where they 

plan to stay.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 
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A representative, Danny McIntosh of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. McIntosh explained the proposed use is to rent in conjunction with events at the 

facility, managed through the vineyard, and it would have a maximum occupancy of eight to ten people 

and four vehicles. When asked if a road could be built from the vineyard to the home, he said the property 

is the first house from the highway and there would not be a good way to make access to the vineyard but 

it does have a small trail for mowing and utilities. Mr. McIntosh said he would be the emergency contact 

and would coordinate with the local person on duty to go to the home. He said there is one other short-

term rental on the road, which is the property the vineyard just had approved and said the second access 

has already been cut.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Linda Seabolt of 106 Small Pond Drive expressed concerns of the proximity of the proposed rental to her 

home, previous failed long-term rentals at this home, and said this home is on her private access. She said 

the vineyard is still using Small Pond Drive for access after being told to gate off that access and does not 

understand how so many short-term rentals in the county have been approved. She said she wants to keep 

White County beautiful.  

 

Stacy Brown of 248 Small Pond Drive, next door to the other short-term rental, said she is not for or 

against, but had questions. She said the vineyard did what they were supposed to do with the fence and so 

far do not seem to be disruptive. Ms. Brown stated there is always a chance for bad neighbors and it is a 

good thing for them to be there, but wanted to know the end goal of how many rentals on Small Pond 

Drive does the vineyard plan to own. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. McIntosh if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. McIntosh explained they do not have a master plan and were approached by the previous owner to 

purchase, but plan to improve the homes they purchase.  He said the road to the other rental took longer to 

build so they did have to use Small Pond Drive but were not closing the gate unless people were in the 

home. However, he said the gate will now remain closed, even if not rented, after being approached by a 

neighbor with the request. He said they are trying to be good neighbors and spoke with the person that 

does most of the road maintenance to determine improvements, which are done once a year. He said a 

road could be built to this home, but he was not sure if it could be enforceable since it is the first house.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Blake Boggs of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Mr. Boggs explained the proposed short-term rental has not been built yet, so 
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maximum occupancy has not been determined. He said the covenants allow short-term rentals by their 

interpretation and he received a letter from the homeowner’s association in support, which he gave to Mr. 

Barton for the application file. Mr. Boggs believed there was one other short-term rental in the 

subdivision and one property zoned R-3 Residential Seasonal. He said the property is under contract 

contingent upon approval of the conditional use permit.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Boggs did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jude Beckman of 2609 Post Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Beckman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight with parking for eight vehicles, though he doubted there would be that many. He said he plans to 

self-manage and lives 30 minutes away so he will be the emergency contact. Mr. Beckman stated he has 

been doing short-term rentals for ten years, is particular who he rents to, and does not allow parties.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Beckman did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Mr. Barton presented proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance pertaining to 

advertising requirements that are consistent with updates in the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law effective 

July 1st, 2023.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment, there was no response. 

 

Mr. Sell presented updates made to the proposed Historic Preservation Overlay Ordinance, including 

changes to verbiage, withdrawal and opt in processes, and owner notification processes. Mr. Sell 

explained the compliance process in regard to steps to be taken by code enforcement should policy not be 

adhered to. He explained the buffer requirements for the affected properties and adjoining landowners. 

Chairman Thomas, Mr. Ackerman, and Mr. Freeman expressed concerns of the rights of the adjoining 

landowners. Mr. Sell stated the map would be finalized after the process for adoption if approved and 

properties are verified.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment.  

 

John Erbele of 1037 Joe Black Road, Historic Committee Board Member, stated the intention for the 

ordinance was the least amount of government and some amount of protection. He said not much changed 

from last year, but the committee tried putting something together to keep White County a great place. 
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Mr. Erbele stated growth is coming and the county needs to be prepared for overflow from Helen and 

Gainesville.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said the setbacks are not just residential places but are properties 

like Mossy Creek Church. She said that if the adjoining landowners decide to sell their properties to 

develop, then it would come with the caveat that they have to stay so many feet away from the church and 

she does not see anything wrong with that.   

 

William Huff of 3605 Town Creek Road said he was opposed at the last meeting, but supports this 

revision with the new opt in and out processes. He said he does have concerns about view sheds and 

buffers.  

 

Jonna Tuttle of 125 Wilderness End in Clarkesville, Georgia, said she has an appreciation for the 

community and is a fan of White County history and stories. She said this is what makes White County 

unique and it is important to hold onto not only for the economy but for families.  

 

Spencer Robbie of 2220 Highway 17 said the community and beauty of the land in White County keeps 

him from moving away. He expressed support of historic preservation because it keeps the beauty and 

sense of life in Sautee as well as the rest of the county. He said as tourism increases, there will be growth 

so it is important to protect the area.  

 

Ashley Harris of 3273 Post Road said it is important to do something to protect what makes the county 

beautiful and unique.  

 

Linda Harris of 853 Laurelwood said it is important to educate people about historic areas and give them 

the opportunity to protect it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked everyone in support of the ordinance to raise their hand; the majority of the 

room did so. He asked everyone in opposition to raise their hands, there were none. Chairman Thomas 

closed the hearing. 

 

After questions about further meetings on the historic preservation ordinance, Mr. Barton announce the 

Planning Commission would make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners, who would make a 

decision on the ordinance at a later date to be determined. Chairman Thomas stated, due to two board 

members being out, that he would like the entire board to be present when the Planning Commission 

makes their recommendation.  

 

There was no other citizen comments. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Rezone from C-1 to R-1 with Conditional Use Permit for event facility for Jon Schwartz 1288 

Highway 17, Sautee Nacoochee 

 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   Application #19934 

2.   Public Hearing minutes of 5/30/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 6/5/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-tourism, 

wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial District. 

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a rezone from C-1 to R-1 to live on the property and a conditional use permit for 

for a small event facility on the property. The property is not part of a subdivision. There was a previous 

request to rezone the property to C-2 by a previous owner, but it was withdrawn prior to the BOC meeting 

as the Planning Commission had recommended denial of the application. Mr. Schwartz explained the 

maximum for outdoor events would be 50 people for boutique weddings and indoor events, such as a 

dinner theater or corporate retreat would be 24. He does not plan to do both indoor and outdoor events at 

the same time. Paved parking can hold 12-15 vehicles and the gravel road to the barn would hold another 

15 vehicles. Several people spoke in favor of the application including the next door neighbor Tommy 

Williams. One person said he hoped the residential area would be preserved. The Planning Commission 

recommended approval of the application by a 3-2 vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by a 3-2 vote. 

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   

       
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Monday, June 5th, 2023 

6:00 pm               

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528

 

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John Yarbrough. 

Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Motion to approve the minutes of April 24th, 2023 and May 1st, 2023 made by Ms. Dixon and 

seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of Nancy Dorsey to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Valley View Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 003-027. Total acreage is 2.64. 

The applicant, Nancy Dorsey of 48 Stover Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Ms. Dorsey explained she and her sister purchased the property from their 

grandparents and want to split it for their wills. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Environmental Health department for plat 

approval.  

 

Application of Sharon Hustedt to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 899 Kanady Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 036-089A. Total acreage is 

2.50. 

The applicant, Sharon Hustedt of 899 Kanady Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hustedt explained the second dwelling is for family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department for a building permit. 

 

Application of Matthew Knaus to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

216 Welcome Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 045A-040. Total acreage is 3.00. 

The applicant, Matthew Knaus of 216 Welcome Lane, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Knaus explained he is giving property to family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact him when his plats were stamped.  

 

Application of Keith and Jody McCallister to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is 

located on Webster Lake Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 078-087. Total acreage is 

15.00. 

The applicant, Jody McCallister of 746 Dean Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. McCallister explained the second tract is for family. When asked if she was made 

aware of a road needing to be built due to the amount of tracts already split from this parcel, Ms. 

McCallister said no but the seller did mention this would be the last tract that could be divided. She 
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explained that she did not purchased the property to split for sale and understands that it could not be 

divided again without a road being built to subdivision regulations.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact her when the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Carlos Barnes to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Tulip Trail, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 050-065. Total acreage is 1.89. 

The applicant, Carlos Barnes of 120 Tulip Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Barnes explained that he would eventually be living on this property and it was not for 

resale. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office once he received the plats for the other 

tracts from Environmental Health so they could discuss next steps. 

 

Application of Jimmy Daniel to request a variance from Section 804 Building Setback for building 

within a building setback. Property is located at 2034 Helen Hwy, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 096-035. 

Total acreage is 0.477. 

The applicant, Jimmy Daniel of 2034 Helen Highway, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Daniel explained the original foundation was not good so he building new. He said he 

received a letter for the first variance and this request is for the same distance from the property line- 

three feet and six inches. 

 

Motion to approve the variance contingent upon receiving a new letter from the adjoining property owner 

made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the 

applicant to call his office once he receives the letter from the adjoining property owner.  

 

Application of Kathy Chastain to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 260 Mulberry Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 068-049. Total acreage is 5.70. 

The applicant, Kathy Chastain of 260 Mulberry Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Chastain explained the second dwelling is for her children.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department regarding a building 

permit.  

 

Application of Beverly Sosbee to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on Sal 

Mountain Way, Sautee Nacoochee, GA, 30571. Tax map and parcel is 072-014. Total acreage is 4.31. 

Representatives, PJ Campanella and Allison Suazo of 324 Leisure Acres Drive, were present on behalf of 

the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Campanella explained they are 

purchasing the property and received permission to access this property from the two other lot owners. He 

stated the existing access would not be feasible due to needing multiple switchbacks on the steep grade. 
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Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representatives he would contact them once the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Wayne Quarles to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located at 

2601 Toll Gate Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 002-001. Total acreage is 3.74. 

The applicant, Wayne Quarles of 2601 Toll Gate Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application, adding that the request is for mortgage purposes and the acreage would revert back once the 

mortgage is satisfied. Mr. Quarles did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant he would contact them once the plats were stamped by the 

Planning Department.  

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Oh stated there is a fence around the property, which is large acreage that has pastures 

and a pond. She said the properties nearby are on large acreage, as well. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the previous application for an event facility was to rezone to C-2, 

but he plans to have small events instead. He said the maximum occupancy for outdoor events would be 

50 and 24 for indoor events, adding that he did not plan on having indoor and outdoor at the same time. 

When asked about the steepness of the road, he said only left turns have limited views.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Those opposed were Mr. Freeman and Mr. Yarbrough. Chairman Thomas as the 

tiebreaker voted in favor of the motion due to the strong support present during the public hearing. 

Motion carried by majority of 3-2. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 

26th.  
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Motion carried by majority of 3-2. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 
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Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Eric Miller- owner of Yonah Mountain Vineyards- of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. When asked if he would be willing to provide access to 

the property from the vineyard, Mr. Miller explained that he would prefer to not build in order to keep the 

vineyard secure and he was unsure how enforceable that access would be since the property is the first 

house on Small Pond Drive. He stated the maximum occupancy would be eight, but he would most likely 

rent to six. He said he is coordinating with the neighborhood to improve the road on Small Pond Drive.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Alan Boggs with ALCO Realty of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present on 

behalf of the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Boggs stated a letter of 

support from the homeowner’s association was provided at the public hearing. He said the road is in good 

condition.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant was not present; the applicant was postponed to the next Regular Session.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to updates in Zoning 

Procedures Law (ZPL). 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the proposed amendments. 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to provisions for 

Historic Preservation. 

Chairman Thomas recommend the board wait to vote on a recommendation until the full board was 

present and have discussions in a work session for proposed changes.  

Motion to table the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Mr. Yarbrough. Mr. Ackerman said the room was full of support but no opposition at the public hearing 
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and he would like both sides to be represented so it is good for everyone. Additionally, due to several 

questions not answered in the changes, he would like to see the final draft before making a 

recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. Motion was unanimous.  

Mr. Sell stated the proposed ordinance would be added to the next Work Session to discuss all requested 

changes to be made to the draft.  

 

There was no citizen comment.  

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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Tuesday, May 30th, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Board members present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John 

Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd. 

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. Chairman Thomas 

outlined the public hearing procedures. No changes made to the agenda. 

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mrs. Oh explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 12 

people, parking for more than 10 vehicles on the 13 acres, and her next-door neighbor would be the 

emergency contact. She said she plans to utilize online platforms and has rented on and off due to not 

knowing she needed a license until the county notified her. Mrs. Oh said she has owned the property for 

ten years and began renting in the last year, but has had family and friends stay at the property. When 

asked if there were other short-term rentals nearby, she said no.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Tammy Chambers of 250 Yonah Valley Road expressed concerns of the narrow road, traffic, potential for 

more rentals on the property due to its size, and noise. She said the owner has already been renting with 

three to six vehicles at a time and loud children.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mrs. Oh if she had anything to add, she said no. Chairman Thomas closed the 

hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the proposed use would be small events that would start and end 

early, which is why he is requesting to move from C-1 Community Commercial to R-1 Residential Single 

Family. He said he hosted an indoor event in February with 24 people for the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural 

Center, which was a small gathering. He said his maximum occupancy would be 24-25 for the indoor 

space where he would host mystery dinners and has experience hosting events in Atlanta. Mr. Shwartz 

said he is not looking to host weddings, but would be able to have 50 people in an outdoor area for 

“boutique weddings” or other outdoor events. He said the majority of his events would be indoor and 

does not intend to host indoor and outdoor at the same time so he can keep the gatherings small. Mr. 

Schwartz explained the paved parking would hold 12-15 vehicles and the gravel road to the barn would 
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does not intend to host indoor and outdoor at the same time so he can keep the gatherings small. Mr. 

Schwartz explained the paved parking would hold 12-15 vehicles and the gravel road to the barn would
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hold another 15 vehicles. He explained that indoor noise is not easily heard over highway traffic and 

outdoor events would end no later than 11pm.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

 

Savannah Essigman, address not provided, said she is a wedding and event coordinator in Helen and the 

church keeper. She said the owners reached out to her with humble intentions, and she cannot see them 

being disruptive since they want to conserve the community.  

 

JoAnn Sweeney of 320 Sal Mountain Way said she has known the owners for years, and they are good 

neighbors and people who she believes will do a good job.  

 

Tommy Williams, who lives next door, said he has known the owner for years and has not noticed any of 

the events so far. He said they are good people with good intentions of keeping the events “low-key”. 

 

Mel Whitehead, the Executive Director of the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural Center, said he has known the 

owner for years and his intention is for small groups with concerns about preserving the community and 

environment. He said the owner has offered to hold events for the cultural center and Mr. Whitehead 

believes this will be good for the community. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Jeff McCrew of 303 Richardson Road said he is not for or against, but wanted to know if the county does 

anything to preserve the residential area if approved and would hate to see it move more toward a 

business area.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said she lives on the county line, said she wished to follow up to 

the previous speaker. She stated that the reason Mr. Schwartz wants to rezone to R-1 is to keep the 

property in the residential area and that if the property would be rezoned back to C-1 is when any issues 

about commercial could be addressed. She said C-1 to R-1 is great.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Schwartz if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. Schwartz said the property is zoned commercial now and the reason they wish for R-1 is because they 

plan to live there and the property has family history. He said this would be their home and where they 

plan to stay.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 
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hold another 15 vehicles. He explained that indoor noise is not easily heard over highway traffic and 

outdoor events would end no later than 11pm.

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application.

Savannah Essigman, address not provided, said she is a wedding and event coordinator in Helen and the 

church keeper. She said the owners reached out to her with humble intentions, and she cannot see them 

being disruptive since they want to conserve the community.

JoAnn Sweeney of 320 Sal Mountain Way said she has known the owners for years, and they are good 

neighbors and people who she believes will do a good job.

Tommy Williams, who lives next door, said he has known the owner for years and has not noticed any of 

the events so far. He said they are good people with good intentions of keeping the events “low-key”.

Mel Whitehead, the Executive Director of the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural Center, said he has known the 

owner for years and his intention is for small groups with concerns about preserving the community and 

environment. He said the owner has offered to hold events for the cultural center and Mr. Whitehead 

believes this will be good for the community.

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application.

Jeff McCrew of 303 Richardson Road said he is not for or against, but wanted to know if the county does 

anything to preserve the residential area if approved and would hate to see it move more toward a 

business area.

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said she lives on the county line, said she wished to follow up to 

the previous speaker. She stated that the reason Mr. Schwartz wants to rezone to R-1 is to keep the 

property in the residential area and that if the property would be rezoned back to C-1 is when any issues 

about commercial could be addressed. She said C-1 to R-1 is great.

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Schwartz if he had anything to add.

Mr. Schwartz said the property is zoned commercial now and the reason they wish for R-1 is because they 

plan to live there and the property has family history. He said this would be their home and where they 

plan to stay.

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.
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A representative, Danny McIntosh of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. McIntosh explained the proposed use is to rent in conjunction with events at the 

facility, managed through the vineyard, and it would have a maximum occupancy of eight to ten people 

and four vehicles. When asked if a road could be built from the vineyard to the home, he said the property 

is the first house from the highway and there would not be a good way to make access to the vineyard but 

it does have a small trail for mowing and utilities. Mr. McIntosh said he would be the emergency contact 

and would coordinate with the local person on duty to go to the home. He said there is one other short-

term rental on the road, which is the property the vineyard just had approved and said the second access 

has already been cut.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Linda Seabolt of 106 Small Pond Drive expressed concerns of the proximity of the proposed rental to her 

home, previous failed long-term rentals at this home, and said this home is on her private access. She said 

the vineyard is still using Small Pond Drive for access after being told to gate off that access and does not 

understand how so many short-term rentals in the county have been approved. She said she wants to keep 

White County beautiful.  

 

Stacy Brown of 248 Small Pond Drive, next door to the other short-term rental, said she is not for or 

against, but had questions. She said the vineyard did what they were supposed to do with the fence and so 

far do not seem to be disruptive. Ms. Brown stated there is always a chance for bad neighbors and it is a 

good thing for them to be there, but wanted to know the end goal of how many rentals on Small Pond 

Drive does the vineyard plan to own. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. McIntosh if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. McIntosh explained they do not have a master plan and were approached by the previous owner to 

purchase, but plan to improve the homes they purchase.  He said the road to the other rental took longer to 

build so they did have to use Small Pond Drive but were not closing the gate unless people were in the 

home. However, he said the gate will now remain closed, even if not rented, after being approached by a 

neighbor with the request. He said they are trying to be good neighbors and spoke with the person that 

does most of the road maintenance to determine improvements, which are done once a year. He said a 

road could be built to this home, but he was not sure if it could be enforceable since it is the first house.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Blake Boggs of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Mr. Boggs explained the proposed short-term rental has not been built yet, so 
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maximum occupancy has not been determined. He said the covenants allow short-term rentals by their 

interpretation and he received a letter from the homeowner’s association in support, which he gave to Mr. 

Barton for the application file. Mr. Boggs believed there was one other short-term rental in the 

subdivision and one property zoned R-3 Residential Seasonal. He said the property is under contract 

contingent upon approval of the conditional use permit.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Boggs did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jude Beckman of 2609 Post Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Beckman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight with parking for eight vehicles, though he doubted there would be that many. He said he plans to 

self-manage and lives 30 minutes away so he will be the emergency contact. Mr. Beckman stated he has 

been doing short-term rentals for ten years, is particular who he rents to, and does not allow parties.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Beckman did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Mr. Barton presented proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance pertaining to 

advertising requirements that are consistent with updates in the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law effective 

July 1st, 2023.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment, there was no response. 

 

Mr. Sell presented updates made to the proposed Historic Preservation Overlay Ordinance, including 

changes to verbiage, withdrawal and opt in processes, and owner notification processes. Mr. Sell 

explained the compliance process in regard to steps to be taken by code enforcement should policy not be 

adhered to. He explained the buffer requirements for the affected properties and adjoining landowners. 

Chairman Thomas, Mr. Ackerman, and Mr. Freeman expressed concerns of the rights of the adjoining 

landowners. Mr. Sell stated the map would be finalized after the process for adoption if approved and 

properties are verified.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment.  

 

John Erbele of 1037 Joe Black Road, Historic Committee Board Member, stated the intention for the 

ordinance was the least amount of government and some amount of protection. He said not much changed 

from last year, but the committee tried putting something together to keep White County a great place. 
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Mr. Erbele stated growth is coming and the county needs to be prepared for overflow from Helen and 

Gainesville.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said the setbacks are not just residential places but are properties 

like Mossy Creek Church. She said that if the adjoining landowners decide to sell their properties to 

develop, then it would come with the caveat that they have to stay so many feet away from the church and 

she does not see anything wrong with that.   

 

William Huff of 3605 Town Creek Road said he was opposed at the last meeting, but supports this 

revision with the new opt in and out processes. He said he does have concerns about view sheds and 

buffers.  

 

Jonna Tuttle of 125 Wilderness End in Clarkesville, Georgia, said she has an appreciation for the 

community and is a fan of White County history and stories. She said this is what makes White County 

unique and it is important to hold onto not only for the economy but for families.  

 

Spencer Robbie of 2220 Highway 17 said the community and beauty of the land in White County keeps 

him from moving away. He expressed support of historic preservation because it keeps the beauty and 

sense of life in Sautee as well as the rest of the county. He said as tourism increases, there will be growth 

so it is important to protect the area.  

 

Ashley Harris of 3273 Post Road said it is important to do something to protect what makes the county 

beautiful and unique.  

 

Linda Harris of 853 Laurelwood said it is important to educate people about historic areas and give them 

the opportunity to protect it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked everyone in support of the ordinance to raise their hand; the majority of the 

room did so. He asked everyone in opposition to raise their hands, there were none. Chairman Thomas 

closed the hearing. 

 

After questions about further meetings on the historic preservation ordinance, Mr. Barton announce the 

Planning Commission would make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners, who would make a 

decision on the ordinance at a later date to be determined. Chairman Thomas stated, due to two board 

members being out, that he would like the entire board to be present when the Planning Commission 

makes their recommendation.  

 

There was no other citizen comments. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Yonah Mountain Vineyards, 62 Small Pond Dr. 

 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   Application #19943 

2.   Public Hearing minutes of 5/30/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 6/5/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use is to 

place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short term rental. The property is not part of a 

subdivision as it is a singular plat. Danny McIntosh represented the winery and said the property would 

be rented through the event staff at the winery in conjunction with events. It will have a maximum of 10 

people and four vehicles. Because of the location at the front of Small Pond Drive they are not planning 

on building a road from the winery as they had for the previous house they bought on Small Pond. Linda 

Seabolt, who lives at 106 Small Pond, said this property had been cut off from her property and was 

basically in her front yard. She said the winery is still using Small Pond Drive for access to the other 

property even though they said they would gate it off. Stacy Brown of 248 Small Pond Drive said so far 

the winery has done what they said they would do at the property next to hers but she wanted to know 

how many other homes they planned on making STRs? Mr. McIntosh explained there is no master plan 

for the area but they were approached by the previous owner. He also said the gate is closed full-time now 

that renovations are complete. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the application and 

the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   

       
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Monday, June 5th, 2023 

6:00 pm               

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528

 

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John Yarbrough. 

Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Motion to approve the minutes of April 24th, 2023 and May 1st, 2023 made by Ms. Dixon and 

seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of Nancy Dorsey to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Valley View Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 003-027. Total acreage is 2.64. 

The applicant, Nancy Dorsey of 48 Stover Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Ms. Dorsey explained she and her sister purchased the property from their 

grandparents and want to split it for their wills. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Environmental Health department for plat 

approval.  

 

Application of Sharon Hustedt to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 899 Kanady Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 036-089A. Total acreage is 

2.50. 

The applicant, Sharon Hustedt of 899 Kanady Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hustedt explained the second dwelling is for family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department for a building permit. 

 

Application of Matthew Knaus to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

216 Welcome Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 045A-040. Total acreage is 3.00. 

The applicant, Matthew Knaus of 216 Welcome Lane, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Knaus explained he is giving property to family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact him when his plats were stamped.  

 

Application of Keith and Jody McCallister to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is 

located on Webster Lake Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 078-087. Total acreage is 

15.00. 

The applicant, Jody McCallister of 746 Dean Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. McCallister explained the second tract is for family. When asked if she was made 

aware of a road needing to be built due to the amount of tracts already split from this parcel, Ms. 

McCallister said no but the seller did mention this would be the last tract that could be divided. She 
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explained that she did not purchased the property to split for sale and understands that it could not be 

divided again without a road being built to subdivision regulations.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact her when the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Carlos Barnes to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Tulip Trail, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 050-065. Total acreage is 1.89. 

The applicant, Carlos Barnes of 120 Tulip Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Barnes explained that he would eventually be living on this property and it was not for 

resale. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office once he received the plats for the other 

tracts from Environmental Health so they could discuss next steps. 

 

Application of Jimmy Daniel to request a variance from Section 804 Building Setback for building 

within a building setback. Property is located at 2034 Helen Hwy, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 096-035. 

Total acreage is 0.477. 

The applicant, Jimmy Daniel of 2034 Helen Highway, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Daniel explained the original foundation was not good so he building new. He said he 

received a letter for the first variance and this request is for the same distance from the property line- 

three feet and six inches. 

 

Motion to approve the variance contingent upon receiving a new letter from the adjoining property owner 

made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the 

applicant to call his office once he receives the letter from the adjoining property owner.  

 

Application of Kathy Chastain to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 260 Mulberry Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 068-049. Total acreage is 5.70. 

The applicant, Kathy Chastain of 260 Mulberry Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Chastain explained the second dwelling is for her children.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department regarding a building 

permit.  

 

Application of Beverly Sosbee to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on Sal 

Mountain Way, Sautee Nacoochee, GA, 30571. Tax map and parcel is 072-014. Total acreage is 4.31. 

Representatives, PJ Campanella and Allison Suazo of 324 Leisure Acres Drive, were present on behalf of 

the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Campanella explained they are 

purchasing the property and received permission to access this property from the two other lot owners. He 

stated the existing access would not be feasible due to needing multiple switchbacks on the steep grade. 
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Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representatives he would contact them once the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Wayne Quarles to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located at 

2601 Toll Gate Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 002-001. Total acreage is 3.74. 

The applicant, Wayne Quarles of 2601 Toll Gate Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application, adding that the request is for mortgage purposes and the acreage would revert back once the 

mortgage is satisfied. Mr. Quarles did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant he would contact them once the plats were stamped by the 

Planning Department.  

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Oh stated there is a fence around the property, which is large acreage that has pastures 

and a pond. She said the properties nearby are on large acreage, as well. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the previous application for an event facility was to rezone to C-2, 

but he plans to have small events instead. He said the maximum occupancy for outdoor events would be 

50 and 24 for indoor events, adding that he did not plan on having indoor and outdoor at the same time. 

When asked about the steepness of the road, he said only left turns have limited views.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Those opposed were Mr. Freeman and Mr. Yarbrough. Chairman Thomas as the 

tiebreaker voted in favor of the motion due to the strong support present during the public hearing. 

Motion carried by majority of 3-2. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 

26th.  
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Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Eric Miller- owner of Yonah Mountain Vineyards- of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. When asked if he would be willing to provide access to 

the property from the vineyard, Mr. Miller explained that he would prefer to not build in order to keep the 

vineyard secure and he was unsure how enforceable that access would be since the property is the first 

house on Small Pond Drive. He stated the maximum occupancy would be eight, but he would most likely 

rent to six. He said he is coordinating with the neighborhood to improve the road on Small Pond Drive.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Alan Boggs with ALCO Realty of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present on 

behalf of the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Boggs stated a letter of 

support from the homeowner’s association was provided at the public hearing. He said the road is in good 

condition.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant was not present; the applicant was postponed to the next Regular Session.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to updates in Zoning 

Procedures Law (ZPL). 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the proposed amendments. 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to provisions for 

Historic Preservation. 

Chairman Thomas recommend the board wait to vote on a recommendation until the full board was 

present and have discussions in a work session for proposed changes.  

Motion to table the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Mr. Yarbrough. Mr. Ackerman said the room was full of support but no opposition at the public hearing 

smurphy
Rectangle
REGULAR SESSION

Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.

The applicant, Eric Miller- owner of Yonah Mountain Vineyards- of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. When asked if he would be willing to provide access to 

the property from the vineyard, Mr. Miller explained that he would prefer to not build in order to keep the 

vineyard secure and he was unsure how enforceable that access would be since the property is the first 

house on Small Pond Drive. He stated the maximum occupancy would be eight, but he would most likely 

rent to six. He said he is coordinating with the neighborhood to improve the road on Small Pond Drive.

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.



WHITE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR SESSION 

Page 5 of 5 
 

and he would like both sides to be represented so it is good for everyone. Additionally, due to several 

questions not answered in the changes, he would like to see the final draft before making a 

recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. Motion was unanimous.  

Mr. Sell stated the proposed ordinance would be added to the next Work Session to discuss all requested 

changes to be made to the draft.  

 

There was no citizen comment.  

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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Tuesday, May 30th, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Board members present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John 

Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd. 

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. Chairman Thomas 

outlined the public hearing procedures. No changes made to the agenda. 

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mrs. Oh explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 12 

people, parking for more than 10 vehicles on the 13 acres, and her next-door neighbor would be the 

emergency contact. She said she plans to utilize online platforms and has rented on and off due to not 

knowing she needed a license until the county notified her. Mrs. Oh said she has owned the property for 

ten years and began renting in the last year, but has had family and friends stay at the property. When 

asked if there were other short-term rentals nearby, she said no.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Tammy Chambers of 250 Yonah Valley Road expressed concerns of the narrow road, traffic, potential for 

more rentals on the property due to its size, and noise. She said the owner has already been renting with 

three to six vehicles at a time and loud children.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mrs. Oh if she had anything to add, she said no. Chairman Thomas closed the 

hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the proposed use would be small events that would start and end 

early, which is why he is requesting to move from C-1 Community Commercial to R-1 Residential Single 

Family. He said he hosted an indoor event in February with 24 people for the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural 

Center, which was a small gathering. He said his maximum occupancy would be 24-25 for the indoor 

space where he would host mystery dinners and has experience hosting events in Atlanta. Mr. Shwartz 

said he is not looking to host weddings, but would be able to have 50 people in an outdoor area for 

“boutique weddings” or other outdoor events. He said the majority of his events would be indoor and 

does not intend to host indoor and outdoor at the same time so he can keep the gatherings small. Mr. 

Schwartz explained the paved parking would hold 12-15 vehicles and the gravel road to the barn would 
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hold another 15 vehicles. He explained that indoor noise is not easily heard over highway traffic and 

outdoor events would end no later than 11pm.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

 

Savannah Essigman, address not provided, said she is a wedding and event coordinator in Helen and the 

church keeper. She said the owners reached out to her with humble intentions, and she cannot see them 

being disruptive since they want to conserve the community.  

 

JoAnn Sweeney of 320 Sal Mountain Way said she has known the owners for years, and they are good 

neighbors and people who she believes will do a good job.  

 

Tommy Williams, who lives next door, said he has known the owner for years and has not noticed any of 

the events so far. He said they are good people with good intentions of keeping the events “low-key”. 

 

Mel Whitehead, the Executive Director of the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural Center, said he has known the 

owner for years and his intention is for small groups with concerns about preserving the community and 

environment. He said the owner has offered to hold events for the cultural center and Mr. Whitehead 

believes this will be good for the community. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Jeff McCrew of 303 Richardson Road said he is not for or against, but wanted to know if the county does 

anything to preserve the residential area if approved and would hate to see it move more toward a 

business area.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said she lives on the county line, said she wished to follow up to 

the previous speaker. She stated that the reason Mr. Schwartz wants to rezone to R-1 is to keep the 

property in the residential area and that if the property would be rezoned back to C-1 is when any issues 

about commercial could be addressed. She said C-1 to R-1 is great.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Schwartz if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. Schwartz said the property is zoned commercial now and the reason they wish for R-1 is because they 

plan to live there and the property has family history. He said this would be their home and where they 

plan to stay.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 
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A representative, Danny McIntosh of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. McIntosh explained the proposed use is to rent in conjunction with events at the 

facility, managed through the vineyard, and it would have a maximum occupancy of eight to ten people 

and four vehicles. When asked if a road could be built from the vineyard to the home, he said the property 

is the first house from the highway and there would not be a good way to make access to the vineyard but 

it does have a small trail for mowing and utilities. Mr. McIntosh said he would be the emergency contact 

and would coordinate with the local person on duty to go to the home. He said there is one other short-

term rental on the road, which is the property the vineyard just had approved and said the second access 

has already been cut.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Linda Seabolt of 106 Small Pond Drive expressed concerns of the proximity of the proposed rental to her 

home, previous failed long-term rentals at this home, and said this home is on her private access. She said 

the vineyard is still using Small Pond Drive for access after being told to gate off that access and does not 

understand how so many short-term rentals in the county have been approved. She said she wants to keep 

White County beautiful.  

 

Stacy Brown of 248 Small Pond Drive, next door to the other short-term rental, said she is not for or 

against, but had questions. She said the vineyard did what they were supposed to do with the fence and so 

far do not seem to be disruptive. Ms. Brown stated there is always a chance for bad neighbors and it is a 

good thing for them to be there, but wanted to know the end goal of how many rentals on Small Pond 

Drive does the vineyard plan to own. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. McIntosh if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. McIntosh explained they do not have a master plan and were approached by the previous owner to 

purchase, but plan to improve the homes they purchase.  He said the road to the other rental took longer to 

build so they did have to use Small Pond Drive but were not closing the gate unless people were in the 

home. However, he said the gate will now remain closed, even if not rented, after being approached by a 

neighbor with the request. He said they are trying to be good neighbors and spoke with the person that 

does most of the road maintenance to determine improvements, which are done once a year. He said a 

road could be built to this home, but he was not sure if it could be enforceable since it is the first house.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Blake Boggs of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Mr. Boggs explained the proposed short-term rental has not been built yet, so 
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facility, managed through the vineyard, and it would have a maximum occupancy of eight to ten people 
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is the first house from the highway and there would not be a good way to make access to the vineyard but 
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against, but had questions. She said the vineyard did what they were supposed to do with the fence and so 

far do not seem to be disruptive. Ms. Brown stated there is always a chance for bad neighbors and it is a 

good thing for them to be there, but wanted to know the end goal of how many rentals on Small Pond 

Drive does the vineyard plan to own.

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. McIntosh if he had anything to add.

Mr. McIntosh explained they do not have a master plan and were approached by the previous owner to 

purchase, but plan to improve the homes they purchase. He said the road to the other rental took longer to 

build so they did have to use Small Pond Drive but were not closing the gate unless people were in the 

home. However, he said the gate will now remain closed, even if not rented, after being approached by a 

neighbor with the request. He said they are trying to be good neighbors and spoke with the person that 

does most of the road maintenance to determine improvements, which are done once a year. He said a 

road could be built to this home, but he was not sure if it could be enforceable since it is the first house.
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maximum occupancy has not been determined. He said the covenants allow short-term rentals by their 

interpretation and he received a letter from the homeowner’s association in support, which he gave to Mr. 

Barton for the application file. Mr. Boggs believed there was one other short-term rental in the 

subdivision and one property zoned R-3 Residential Seasonal. He said the property is under contract 

contingent upon approval of the conditional use permit.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Boggs did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jude Beckman of 2609 Post Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Beckman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight with parking for eight vehicles, though he doubted there would be that many. He said he plans to 

self-manage and lives 30 minutes away so he will be the emergency contact. Mr. Beckman stated he has 

been doing short-term rentals for ten years, is particular who he rents to, and does not allow parties.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Beckman did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Mr. Barton presented proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance pertaining to 

advertising requirements that are consistent with updates in the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law effective 

July 1st, 2023.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment, there was no response. 

 

Mr. Sell presented updates made to the proposed Historic Preservation Overlay Ordinance, including 

changes to verbiage, withdrawal and opt in processes, and owner notification processes. Mr. Sell 

explained the compliance process in regard to steps to be taken by code enforcement should policy not be 

adhered to. He explained the buffer requirements for the affected properties and adjoining landowners. 

Chairman Thomas, Mr. Ackerman, and Mr. Freeman expressed concerns of the rights of the adjoining 

landowners. Mr. Sell stated the map would be finalized after the process for adoption if approved and 

properties are verified.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment.  

 

John Erbele of 1037 Joe Black Road, Historic Committee Board Member, stated the intention for the 

ordinance was the least amount of government and some amount of protection. He said not much changed 

from last year, but the committee tried putting something together to keep White County a great place. 
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Mr. Erbele stated growth is coming and the county needs to be prepared for overflow from Helen and 

Gainesville.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said the setbacks are not just residential places but are properties 

like Mossy Creek Church. She said that if the adjoining landowners decide to sell their properties to 

develop, then it would come with the caveat that they have to stay so many feet away from the church and 

she does not see anything wrong with that.   

 

William Huff of 3605 Town Creek Road said he was opposed at the last meeting, but supports this 

revision with the new opt in and out processes. He said he does have concerns about view sheds and 

buffers.  

 

Jonna Tuttle of 125 Wilderness End in Clarkesville, Georgia, said she has an appreciation for the 

community and is a fan of White County history and stories. She said this is what makes White County 

unique and it is important to hold onto not only for the economy but for families.  

 

Spencer Robbie of 2220 Highway 17 said the community and beauty of the land in White County keeps 

him from moving away. He expressed support of historic preservation because it keeps the beauty and 

sense of life in Sautee as well as the rest of the county. He said as tourism increases, there will be growth 

so it is important to protect the area.  

 

Ashley Harris of 3273 Post Road said it is important to do something to protect what makes the county 

beautiful and unique.  

 

Linda Harris of 853 Laurelwood said it is important to educate people about historic areas and give them 

the opportunity to protect it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked everyone in support of the ordinance to raise their hand; the majority of the 

room did so. He asked everyone in opposition to raise their hands, there were none. Chairman Thomas 

closed the hearing. 

 

After questions about further meetings on the historic preservation ordinance, Mr. Barton announce the 

Planning Commission would make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners, who would make a 

decision on the ordinance at a later date to be determined. Chairman Thomas stated, due to two board 

members being out, that he would like the entire board to be present when the Planning Commission 

makes their recommendation.  

 

There was no other citizen comments. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Christopher and Alissa Feaster at 0 Sara Lane 

 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   Application #19944 

2.   Public Hearing minutes of 5/30/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 6/5/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of 4. Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request 

a conditional use permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-

096. Total acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short term rental. The property is part of Laurel Woods 

subdivision, (formerly Tanglewood Cabins Phase II). The HOA provided a letter of support for the 

application. Blake Boggs represented the owners and said the house has not been built yet so a maximum 

occupancy has not been determined. He said the covenants allow STRs. No one spoke for or aginst the 

application. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the application and the motion passed 

by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 
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 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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Monday, June 5th, 2023 

6:00 pm               

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528

 

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John Yarbrough. 

Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Motion to approve the minutes of April 24th, 2023 and May 1st, 2023 made by Ms. Dixon and 

seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of Nancy Dorsey to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Valley View Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 003-027. Total acreage is 2.64. 

The applicant, Nancy Dorsey of 48 Stover Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Ms. Dorsey explained she and her sister purchased the property from their 

grandparents and want to split it for their wills. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Environmental Health department for plat 

approval.  

 

Application of Sharon Hustedt to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 899 Kanady Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 036-089A. Total acreage is 

2.50. 

The applicant, Sharon Hustedt of 899 Kanady Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hustedt explained the second dwelling is for family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department for a building permit. 

 

Application of Matthew Knaus to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

216 Welcome Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 045A-040. Total acreage is 3.00. 

The applicant, Matthew Knaus of 216 Welcome Lane, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Knaus explained he is giving property to family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact him when his plats were stamped.  

 

Application of Keith and Jody McCallister to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is 

located on Webster Lake Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 078-087. Total acreage is 

15.00. 

The applicant, Jody McCallister of 746 Dean Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. McCallister explained the second tract is for family. When asked if she was made 

aware of a road needing to be built due to the amount of tracts already split from this parcel, Ms. 

McCallister said no but the seller did mention this would be the last tract that could be divided. She 
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explained that she did not purchased the property to split for sale and understands that it could not be 

divided again without a road being built to subdivision regulations.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact her when the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Carlos Barnes to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Tulip Trail, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 050-065. Total acreage is 1.89. 

The applicant, Carlos Barnes of 120 Tulip Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Barnes explained that he would eventually be living on this property and it was not for 

resale. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office once he received the plats for the other 

tracts from Environmental Health so they could discuss next steps. 

 

Application of Jimmy Daniel to request a variance from Section 804 Building Setback for building 

within a building setback. Property is located at 2034 Helen Hwy, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 096-035. 

Total acreage is 0.477. 

The applicant, Jimmy Daniel of 2034 Helen Highway, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Daniel explained the original foundation was not good so he building new. He said he 

received a letter for the first variance and this request is for the same distance from the property line- 

three feet and six inches. 

 

Motion to approve the variance contingent upon receiving a new letter from the adjoining property owner 

made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the 

applicant to call his office once he receives the letter from the adjoining property owner.  

 

Application of Kathy Chastain to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 260 Mulberry Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 068-049. Total acreage is 5.70. 

The applicant, Kathy Chastain of 260 Mulberry Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Chastain explained the second dwelling is for her children.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department regarding a building 

permit.  

 

Application of Beverly Sosbee to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on Sal 

Mountain Way, Sautee Nacoochee, GA, 30571. Tax map and parcel is 072-014. Total acreage is 4.31. 

Representatives, PJ Campanella and Allison Suazo of 324 Leisure Acres Drive, were present on behalf of 

the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Campanella explained they are 

purchasing the property and received permission to access this property from the two other lot owners. He 

stated the existing access would not be feasible due to needing multiple switchbacks on the steep grade. 



WHITE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR SESSION 

Page 3 of 5 
 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representatives he would contact them once the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Wayne Quarles to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located at 

2601 Toll Gate Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 002-001. Total acreage is 3.74. 

The applicant, Wayne Quarles of 2601 Toll Gate Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application, adding that the request is for mortgage purposes and the acreage would revert back once the 

mortgage is satisfied. Mr. Quarles did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant he would contact them once the plats were stamped by the 

Planning Department.  

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Oh stated there is a fence around the property, which is large acreage that has pastures 

and a pond. She said the properties nearby are on large acreage, as well. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the previous application for an event facility was to rezone to C-2, 

but he plans to have small events instead. He said the maximum occupancy for outdoor events would be 

50 and 24 for indoor events, adding that he did not plan on having indoor and outdoor at the same time. 

When asked about the steepness of the road, he said only left turns have limited views.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Those opposed were Mr. Freeman and Mr. Yarbrough. Chairman Thomas as the 

tiebreaker voted in favor of the motion due to the strong support present during the public hearing. 

Motion carried by majority of 3-2. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 

26th.  
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Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Eric Miller- owner of Yonah Mountain Vineyards- of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. When asked if he would be willing to provide access to 

the property from the vineyard, Mr. Miller explained that he would prefer to not build in order to keep the 

vineyard secure and he was unsure how enforceable that access would be since the property is the first 

house on Small Pond Drive. He stated the maximum occupancy would be eight, but he would most likely 

rent to six. He said he is coordinating with the neighborhood to improve the road on Small Pond Drive.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Alan Boggs with ALCO Realty of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present on 

behalf of the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Boggs stated a letter of 

support from the homeowner’s association was provided at the public hearing. He said the road is in good 

condition.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant was not present; the applicant was postponed to the next Regular Session.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to updates in Zoning 

Procedures Law (ZPL). 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the proposed amendments. 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to provisions for 

Historic Preservation. 

Chairman Thomas recommend the board wait to vote on a recommendation until the full board was 

present and have discussions in a work session for proposed changes.  

Motion to table the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Mr. Yarbrough. Mr. Ackerman said the room was full of support but no opposition at the public hearing 

smurphy
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and he would like both sides to be represented so it is good for everyone. Additionally, due to several 

questions not answered in the changes, he would like to see the final draft before making a 

recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. Motion was unanimous.  

Mr. Sell stated the proposed ordinance would be added to the next Work Session to discuss all requested 

changes to be made to the draft.  

 

There was no citizen comment.  

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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Tuesday, May 30th, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Board members present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John 

Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd. 

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. Chairman Thomas 

outlined the public hearing procedures. No changes made to the agenda. 

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mrs. Oh explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 12 

people, parking for more than 10 vehicles on the 13 acres, and her next-door neighbor would be the 

emergency contact. She said she plans to utilize online platforms and has rented on and off due to not 

knowing she needed a license until the county notified her. Mrs. Oh said she has owned the property for 

ten years and began renting in the last year, but has had family and friends stay at the property. When 

asked if there were other short-term rentals nearby, she said no.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Tammy Chambers of 250 Yonah Valley Road expressed concerns of the narrow road, traffic, potential for 

more rentals on the property due to its size, and noise. She said the owner has already been renting with 

three to six vehicles at a time and loud children.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mrs. Oh if she had anything to add, she said no. Chairman Thomas closed the 

hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the proposed use would be small events that would start and end 

early, which is why he is requesting to move from C-1 Community Commercial to R-1 Residential Single 

Family. He said he hosted an indoor event in February with 24 people for the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural 

Center, which was a small gathering. He said his maximum occupancy would be 24-25 for the indoor 

space where he would host mystery dinners and has experience hosting events in Atlanta. Mr. Shwartz 

said he is not looking to host weddings, but would be able to have 50 people in an outdoor area for 

“boutique weddings” or other outdoor events. He said the majority of his events would be indoor and 

does not intend to host indoor and outdoor at the same time so he can keep the gatherings small. Mr. 

Schwartz explained the paved parking would hold 12-15 vehicles and the gravel road to the barn would 
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hold another 15 vehicles. He explained that indoor noise is not easily heard over highway traffic and 

outdoor events would end no later than 11pm.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

 

Savannah Essigman, address not provided, said she is a wedding and event coordinator in Helen and the 

church keeper. She said the owners reached out to her with humble intentions, and she cannot see them 

being disruptive since they want to conserve the community.  

 

JoAnn Sweeney of 320 Sal Mountain Way said she has known the owners for years, and they are good 

neighbors and people who she believes will do a good job.  

 

Tommy Williams, who lives next door, said he has known the owner for years and has not noticed any of 

the events so far. He said they are good people with good intentions of keeping the events “low-key”. 

 

Mel Whitehead, the Executive Director of the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural Center, said he has known the 

owner for years and his intention is for small groups with concerns about preserving the community and 

environment. He said the owner has offered to hold events for the cultural center and Mr. Whitehead 

believes this will be good for the community. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Jeff McCrew of 303 Richardson Road said he is not for or against, but wanted to know if the county does 

anything to preserve the residential area if approved and would hate to see it move more toward a 

business area.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said she lives on the county line, said she wished to follow up to 

the previous speaker. She stated that the reason Mr. Schwartz wants to rezone to R-1 is to keep the 

property in the residential area and that if the property would be rezoned back to C-1 is when any issues 

about commercial could be addressed. She said C-1 to R-1 is great.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Schwartz if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. Schwartz said the property is zoned commercial now and the reason they wish for R-1 is because they 

plan to live there and the property has family history. He said this would be their home and where they 

plan to stay.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 
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A representative, Danny McIntosh of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. McIntosh explained the proposed use is to rent in conjunction with events at the 

facility, managed through the vineyard, and it would have a maximum occupancy of eight to ten people 

and four vehicles. When asked if a road could be built from the vineyard to the home, he said the property 

is the first house from the highway and there would not be a good way to make access to the vineyard but 

it does have a small trail for mowing and utilities. Mr. McIntosh said he would be the emergency contact 

and would coordinate with the local person on duty to go to the home. He said there is one other short-

term rental on the road, which is the property the vineyard just had approved and said the second access 

has already been cut.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Linda Seabolt of 106 Small Pond Drive expressed concerns of the proximity of the proposed rental to her 

home, previous failed long-term rentals at this home, and said this home is on her private access. She said 

the vineyard is still using Small Pond Drive for access after being told to gate off that access and does not 

understand how so many short-term rentals in the county have been approved. She said she wants to keep 

White County beautiful.  

 

Stacy Brown of 248 Small Pond Drive, next door to the other short-term rental, said she is not for or 

against, but had questions. She said the vineyard did what they were supposed to do with the fence and so 

far do not seem to be disruptive. Ms. Brown stated there is always a chance for bad neighbors and it is a 

good thing for them to be there, but wanted to know the end goal of how many rentals on Small Pond 

Drive does the vineyard plan to own. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. McIntosh if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. McIntosh explained they do not have a master plan and were approached by the previous owner to 

purchase, but plan to improve the homes they purchase.  He said the road to the other rental took longer to 

build so they did have to use Small Pond Drive but were not closing the gate unless people were in the 

home. However, he said the gate will now remain closed, even if not rented, after being approached by a 

neighbor with the request. He said they are trying to be good neighbors and spoke with the person that 

does most of the road maintenance to determine improvements, which are done once a year. He said a 

road could be built to this home, but he was not sure if it could be enforceable since it is the first house.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Blake Boggs of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Mr. Boggs explained the proposed short-term rental has not been built yet, so 
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maximum occupancy has not been determined. He said the covenants allow short-term rentals by their 

interpretation and he received a letter from the homeowner’s association in support, which he gave to Mr. 

Barton for the application file. Mr. Boggs believed there was one other short-term rental in the 

subdivision and one property zoned R-3 Residential Seasonal. He said the property is under contract 

contingent upon approval of the conditional use permit.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Boggs did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jude Beckman of 2609 Post Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Beckman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight with parking for eight vehicles, though he doubted there would be that many. He said he plans to 

self-manage and lives 30 minutes away so he will be the emergency contact. Mr. Beckman stated he has 

been doing short-term rentals for ten years, is particular who he rents to, and does not allow parties.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Beckman did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Mr. Barton presented proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance pertaining to 

advertising requirements that are consistent with updates in the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law effective 

July 1st, 2023.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment, there was no response. 

 

Mr. Sell presented updates made to the proposed Historic Preservation Overlay Ordinance, including 

changes to verbiage, withdrawal and opt in processes, and owner notification processes. Mr. Sell 

explained the compliance process in regard to steps to be taken by code enforcement should policy not be 

adhered to. He explained the buffer requirements for the affected properties and adjoining landowners. 

Chairman Thomas, Mr. Ackerman, and Mr. Freeman expressed concerns of the rights of the adjoining 

landowners. Mr. Sell stated the map would be finalized after the process for adoption if approved and 

properties are verified.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment.  

 

John Erbele of 1037 Joe Black Road, Historic Committee Board Member, stated the intention for the 

ordinance was the least amount of government and some amount of protection. He said not much changed 

from last year, but the committee tried putting something together to keep White County a great place. 
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Mr. Erbele stated growth is coming and the county needs to be prepared for overflow from Helen and 

Gainesville.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said the setbacks are not just residential places but are properties 

like Mossy Creek Church. She said that if the adjoining landowners decide to sell their properties to 

develop, then it would come with the caveat that they have to stay so many feet away from the church and 

she does not see anything wrong with that.   

 

William Huff of 3605 Town Creek Road said he was opposed at the last meeting, but supports this 

revision with the new opt in and out processes. He said he does have concerns about view sheds and 

buffers.  

 

Jonna Tuttle of 125 Wilderness End in Clarkesville, Georgia, said she has an appreciation for the 

community and is a fan of White County history and stories. She said this is what makes White County 

unique and it is important to hold onto not only for the economy but for families.  

 

Spencer Robbie of 2220 Highway 17 said the community and beauty of the land in White County keeps 

him from moving away. He expressed support of historic preservation because it keeps the beauty and 

sense of life in Sautee as well as the rest of the county. He said as tourism increases, there will be growth 

so it is important to protect the area.  

 

Ashley Harris of 3273 Post Road said it is important to do something to protect what makes the county 

beautiful and unique.  

 

Linda Harris of 853 Laurelwood said it is important to educate people about historic areas and give them 

the opportunity to protect it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked everyone in support of the ordinance to raise their hand; the majority of the 

room did so. He asked everyone in opposition to raise their hands, there were none. Chairman Thomas 

closed the hearing. 

 

After questions about further meetings on the historic preservation ordinance, Mr. Barton announce the 

Planning Commission would make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners, who would make a 

decision on the ordinance at a later date to be determined. Chairman Thomas stated, due to two board 

members being out, that he would like the entire board to be present when the Planning Commission 

makes their recommendation.  

 

There was no other citizen comments. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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that notification period goes from 15 to 30 days.  
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 HB 1405 pertaining to Zoning Procedures Law was passed in the 2022 session with a deadline for 

changing local ordinances of July 1, 2023. White County waited to see if any other changes would be 
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Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 
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Section 1809. Public notice and public hearing required. 

This section shall apply to all applications for amendments to (1) the text of the land use protection 
regulations, (2) amendments to the official zoning district map, (3) petitions for variances and appeals to the board 
of commissioners, (4) requests for conditional use approval, (5) requests for alteration or of conditional 
redistricting, (6) request for special use permit approval, and (7) request for alteration or extension of a special use 
permit.  

Upon receipt of a completed application, fees and other information required by this article, the planning 
director shall cause notice of such application to be published at least one time in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the community at least 30 days but not more than 45 days prior to the date of the public hearing 
before the planning commission.  

Said published notice shall include, as a minimum, the purpose, location, date and time of the public hearing, 
before the board of commissioners, the purpose, location, date and time of the public hearing before the planning 
commission, the location of the property being considered, the present land use classification of the property, and 
proposed action to be taken, as appropriate, such as proposed land use district, type of conditional use, variance 
to particular articles and sections, and so forth. The administrative office shall also cause the applicant to have 
posted in a conspicuous place on said property one or more sign(s), each of which shall contain the information 
specified for published notices. No public hearing shall take place until said sign(s) have been posted for at least 30 
days, but not more than 45 days prior to the date of the public hearing. Additionally, the administrative office will 
cause a letter to be mailed to each of the adjoining property owners and the applicant with the public notice 
information. Only owners reflected on the records of the tax assessors’ office as of the date of the application 
shall be entitled to notice. 

On any application, a public hearing shall be held by the planning commission who reviews and makes their 
recommendation. The application along with their recommendation shall be forwarded to the board of 
commissioners for their review.  

Public hearings may be delayed, rescheduled or continued at another time and date, provided 
announcement is given at the time and place of the initially scheduled and advertised public hearing, and provided 
such date, time and location of the public hearing to be delayed, rescheduled or continued is given. If the applicant 
of a petition before the planning commission or fails to attend the public hearing, then the planning commission 
may require re-advertisement of the subject petition at the expense of the applicant or may proceed on the 
application in the absence of the applicant or the applicant's legal representative. If the petition has been 
rescheduled or delayed at the request of or due to the absence of the applicant, the petition may be held for up to 
two meeting cycles without resubmittal being required. If after two meeting cycles no action has been taken by 
the applicant, the petition will be considered closed and a new application would need to be submitted in order to 
be presented to the planning commission.  

(Res. No. 2019-09, 6-4-19; Res. No. 2023-01, 1-19-23) 
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Monday, June 5th, 2023 

6:00 pm               

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528

 

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John Yarbrough. 

Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Motion to approve the minutes of April 24th, 2023 and May 1st, 2023 made by Ms. Dixon and 

seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of Nancy Dorsey to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Valley View Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 003-027. Total acreage is 2.64. 

The applicant, Nancy Dorsey of 48 Stover Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Ms. Dorsey explained she and her sister purchased the property from their 

grandparents and want to split it for their wills. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Environmental Health department for plat 

approval.  

 

Application of Sharon Hustedt to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 899 Kanady Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 036-089A. Total acreage is 

2.50. 

The applicant, Sharon Hustedt of 899 Kanady Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hustedt explained the second dwelling is for family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department for a building permit. 

 

Application of Matthew Knaus to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

216 Welcome Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 045A-040. Total acreage is 3.00. 

The applicant, Matthew Knaus of 216 Welcome Lane, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Knaus explained he is giving property to family.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact him when his plats were stamped.  

 

Application of Keith and Jody McCallister to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is 

located on Webster Lake Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 078-087. Total acreage is 

15.00. 

The applicant, Jody McCallister of 746 Dean Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. McCallister explained the second tract is for family. When asked if she was made 

aware of a road needing to be built due to the amount of tracts already split from this parcel, Ms. 

McCallister said no but the seller did mention this would be the last tract that could be divided. She 
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explained that she did not purchased the property to split for sale and understands that it could not be 

divided again without a road being built to subdivision regulations.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact her when the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Carlos Barnes to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Tulip Trail, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 050-065. Total acreage is 1.89. 

The applicant, Carlos Barnes of 120 Tulip Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Barnes explained that he would eventually be living on this property and it was not for 

resale. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office once he received the plats for the other 

tracts from Environmental Health so they could discuss next steps. 

 

Application of Jimmy Daniel to request a variance from Section 804 Building Setback for building 

within a building setback. Property is located at 2034 Helen Hwy, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 096-035. 

Total acreage is 0.477. 

The applicant, Jimmy Daniel of 2034 Helen Highway, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Daniel explained the original foundation was not good so he building new. He said he 

received a letter for the first variance and this request is for the same distance from the property line- 

three feet and six inches. 

 

Motion to approve the variance contingent upon receiving a new letter from the adjoining property owner 

made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the 

applicant to call his office once he receives the letter from the adjoining property owner.  

 

Application of Kathy Chastain to request a variance from Section 802 for Second Dwelling. Property is 

located at 260 Mulberry Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax and parcel is 068-049. Total acreage is 5.70. 

The applicant, Kathy Chastain of 260 Mulberry Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Chastain explained the second dwelling is for her children.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department regarding a building 

permit.  

 

Application of Beverly Sosbee to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on Sal 

Mountain Way, Sautee Nacoochee, GA, 30571. Tax map and parcel is 072-014. Total acreage is 4.31. 

Representatives, PJ Campanella and Allison Suazo of 324 Leisure Acres Drive, were present on behalf of 

the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Campanella explained they are 

purchasing the property and received permission to access this property from the two other lot owners. He 

stated the existing access would not be feasible due to needing multiple switchbacks on the steep grade. 
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Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representatives he would contact them once the plats were stamped by 

the Planning Department.  

 

Application of Wayne Quarles to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located at 

2601 Toll Gate Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 002-001. Total acreage is 3.74. 

The applicant, Wayne Quarles of 2601 Toll Gate Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application, adding that the request is for mortgage purposes and the acreage would revert back once the 

mortgage is satisfied. Mr. Quarles did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant he would contact them once the plats were stamped by the 

Planning Department.  

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Oh stated there is a fence around the property, which is large acreage that has pastures 

and a pond. She said the properties nearby are on large acreage, as well. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the previous application for an event facility was to rezone to C-2, 

but he plans to have small events instead. He said the maximum occupancy for outdoor events would be 

50 and 24 for indoor events, adding that he did not plan on having indoor and outdoor at the same time. 

When asked about the steepness of the road, he said only left turns have limited views.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Those opposed were Mr. Freeman and Mr. Yarbrough. Chairman Thomas as the 

tiebreaker voted in favor of the motion due to the strong support present during the public hearing. 

Motion carried by majority of 3-2. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 

26th.  
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Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Eric Miller- owner of Yonah Mountain Vineyards- of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. When asked if he would be willing to provide access to 

the property from the vineyard, Mr. Miller explained that he would prefer to not build in order to keep the 

vineyard secure and he was unsure how enforceable that access would be since the property is the first 

house on Small Pond Drive. He stated the maximum occupancy would be eight, but he would most likely 

rent to six. He said he is coordinating with the neighborhood to improve the road on Small Pond Drive.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Alan Boggs with ALCO Realty of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present on 

behalf of the applicant. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Boggs stated a letter of 

support from the homeowner’s association was provided at the public hearing. He said the road is in good 

condition.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 26th.  

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant was not present; the applicant was postponed to the next Regular Session.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to updates in Zoning 

Procedures Law (ZPL). 

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the proposed amendments. 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous.  

 

Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to provisions for 

Historic Preservation. 

Chairman Thomas recommend the board wait to vote on a recommendation until the full board was 

present and have discussions in a work session for proposed changes.  

Motion to table the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Mr. Yarbrough. Mr. Ackerman said the room was full of support but no opposition at the public hearing 

smurphy
Rectangle
Consider proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to updates in Zoning 

Procedures Law (ZPL).

Mr. Barton gave a summary of the proposed amendments.

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Yarbrough and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous.
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and he would like both sides to be represented so it is good for everyone. Additionally, due to several 

questions not answered in the changes, he would like to see the final draft before making a 

recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. Motion was unanimous.  

Mr. Sell stated the proposed ordinance would be added to the next Work Session to discuss all requested 

changes to be made to the draft.  

 

There was no citizen comment.  

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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Tuesday, May 30th, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Board members present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and John 

Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd. 

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. Chairman Thomas 

outlined the public hearing procedures. No changes made to the agenda. 

 

Application of Susan and Sangsoo Oh to request a conditional use permit located at 403 Yonah Valley 

Road, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 045C-034. Total acreage is 13.25. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Susan Oh of 403 Yonah Valley Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mrs. Oh explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 12 

people, parking for more than 10 vehicles on the 13 acres, and her next-door neighbor would be the 

emergency contact. She said she plans to utilize online platforms and has rented on and off due to not 

knowing she needed a license until the county notified her. Mrs. Oh said she has owned the property for 

ten years and began renting in the last year, but has had family and friends stay at the property. When 

asked if there were other short-term rentals nearby, she said no.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Tammy Chambers of 250 Yonah Valley Road expressed concerns of the narrow road, traffic, potential for 

more rentals on the property due to its size, and noise. She said the owner has already been renting with 

three to six vehicles at a time and loud children.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mrs. Oh if she had anything to add, she said no. Chairman Thomas closed the 

hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jon Schwartz to redistrict property located at 1299 Hwy 17 in Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District and 

conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-005. Total acreage is 3.98. Proposed use is for agri-

tourism, wedding tourism, event facilities and attractions. Present use is C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

The applicant, Jon Schwartz of 1299 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Schwartz explained the proposed use would be small events that would start and end 

early, which is why he is requesting to move from C-1 Community Commercial to R-1 Residential Single 

Family. He said he hosted an indoor event in February with 24 people for the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural 

Center, which was a small gathering. He said his maximum occupancy would be 24-25 for the indoor 

space where he would host mystery dinners and has experience hosting events in Atlanta. Mr. Shwartz 

said he is not looking to host weddings, but would be able to have 50 people in an outdoor area for 

“boutique weddings” or other outdoor events. He said the majority of his events would be indoor and 

does not intend to host indoor and outdoor at the same time so he can keep the gatherings small. Mr. 

Schwartz explained the paved parking would hold 12-15 vehicles and the gravel road to the barn would 
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hold another 15 vehicles. He explained that indoor noise is not easily heard over highway traffic and 

outdoor events would end no later than 11pm.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

 

Savannah Essigman, address not provided, said she is a wedding and event coordinator in Helen and the 

church keeper. She said the owners reached out to her with humble intentions, and she cannot see them 

being disruptive since they want to conserve the community.  

 

JoAnn Sweeney of 320 Sal Mountain Way said she has known the owners for years, and they are good 

neighbors and people who she believes will do a good job.  

 

Tommy Williams, who lives next door, said he has known the owner for years and has not noticed any of 

the events so far. He said they are good people with good intentions of keeping the events “low-key”. 

 

Mel Whitehead, the Executive Director of the Sautee Nacoochee Cultural Center, said he has known the 

owner for years and his intention is for small groups with concerns about preserving the community and 

environment. He said the owner has offered to hold events for the cultural center and Mr. Whitehead 

believes this will be good for the community. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Jeff McCrew of 303 Richardson Road said he is not for or against, but wanted to know if the county does 

anything to preserve the residential area if approved and would hate to see it move more toward a 

business area.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said she lives on the county line, said she wished to follow up to 

the previous speaker. She stated that the reason Mr. Schwartz wants to rezone to R-1 is to keep the 

property in the residential area and that if the property would be rezoned back to C-1 is when any issues 

about commercial could be addressed. She said C-1 to R-1 is great.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Schwartz if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. Schwartz said the property is zoned commercial now and the reason they wish for R-1 is because they 

plan to live there and the property has family history. He said this would be their home and where they 

plan to stay.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Yonah Mountain Vineyards to request a conditional use permit located at 62 Small 

Pond Dr., Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-047. Total acreage is 2.0. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 
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A representative, Danny McIntosh of 1717 Highway 255 S, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. McIntosh explained the proposed use is to rent in conjunction with events at the 

facility, managed through the vineyard, and it would have a maximum occupancy of eight to ten people 

and four vehicles. When asked if a road could be built from the vineyard to the home, he said the property 

is the first house from the highway and there would not be a good way to make access to the vineyard but 

it does have a small trail for mowing and utilities. Mr. McIntosh said he would be the emergency contact 

and would coordinate with the local person on duty to go to the home. He said there is one other short-

term rental on the road, which is the property the vineyard just had approved and said the second access 

has already been cut.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Linda Seabolt of 106 Small Pond Drive expressed concerns of the proximity of the proposed rental to her 

home, previous failed long-term rentals at this home, and said this home is on her private access. She said 

the vineyard is still using Small Pond Drive for access after being told to gate off that access and does not 

understand how so many short-term rentals in the county have been approved. She said she wants to keep 

White County beautiful.  

 

Stacy Brown of 248 Small Pond Drive, next door to the other short-term rental, said she is not for or 

against, but had questions. She said the vineyard did what they were supposed to do with the fence and so 

far do not seem to be disruptive. Ms. Brown stated there is always a chance for bad neighbors and it is a 

good thing for them to be there, but wanted to know the end goal of how many rentals on Small Pond 

Drive does the vineyard plan to own. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. McIntosh if he had anything to add. 

 

Mr. McIntosh explained they do not have a master plan and were approached by the previous owner to 

purchase, but plan to improve the homes they purchase.  He said the road to the other rental took longer to 

build so they did have to use Small Pond Drive but were not closing the gate unless people were in the 

home. However, he said the gate will now remain closed, even if not rented, after being approached by a 

neighbor with the request. He said they are trying to be good neighbors and spoke with the person that 

does most of the road maintenance to determine improvements, which are done once a year. He said a 

road could be built to this home, but he was not sure if it could be enforceable since it is the first house.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on Monday, 

June 5th.   

 

Application of Blake Boggs, on behalf of Christopher and Alissa Feaster, to request a conditional use 

permit located at 0 Sara Lane, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-096. Total 

acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Blake Boggs of 182 S Main Street in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Mr. Boggs explained the proposed short-term rental has not been built yet, so 
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maximum occupancy has not been determined. He said the covenants allow short-term rentals by their 

interpretation and he received a letter from the homeowner’s association in support, which he gave to Mr. 

Barton for the application file. Mr. Boggs believed there was one other short-term rental in the 

subdivision and one property zoned R-3 Residential Seasonal. He said the property is under contract 

contingent upon approval of the conditional use permit.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Boggs did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jude Beckman of 2609 Post Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Beckman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight with parking for eight vehicles, though he doubted there would be that many. He said he plans to 

self-manage and lives 30 minutes away so he will be the emergency contact. Mr. Beckman stated he has 

been doing short-term rentals for ten years, is particular who he rents to, and does not allow parties.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Beckman did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Mr. Barton presented proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance pertaining to 

advertising requirements that are consistent with updates in the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law effective 

July 1st, 2023.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment, there was no response. 

 

Mr. Sell presented updates made to the proposed Historic Preservation Overlay Ordinance, including 

changes to verbiage, withdrawal and opt in processes, and owner notification processes. Mr. Sell 

explained the compliance process in regard to steps to be taken by code enforcement should policy not be 

adhered to. He explained the buffer requirements for the affected properties and adjoining landowners. 

Chairman Thomas, Mr. Ackerman, and Mr. Freeman expressed concerns of the rights of the adjoining 

landowners. Mr. Sell stated the map would be finalized after the process for adoption if approved and 

properties are verified.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment.  

 

John Erbele of 1037 Joe Black Road, Historic Committee Board Member, stated the intention for the 

ordinance was the least amount of government and some amount of protection. He said not much changed 

from last year, but the committee tried putting something together to keep White County a great place. 

smurphy
Rectangle
Mr. Barton presented proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance pertaining to 

advertising requirements that are consistent with updates in the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law effective 

July 1st, 2023.

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment, there was no response.



WHITE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

PUBLIC HEARING: LAND USE REGULATION  

Page 5 of 5 

 

Mr. Erbele stated growth is coming and the county needs to be prepared for overflow from Helen and 

Gainesville.  

 

Barbara Williams, address not provided, said the setbacks are not just residential places but are properties 

like Mossy Creek Church. She said that if the adjoining landowners decide to sell their properties to 

develop, then it would come with the caveat that they have to stay so many feet away from the church and 

she does not see anything wrong with that.   

 

William Huff of 3605 Town Creek Road said he was opposed at the last meeting, but supports this 

revision with the new opt in and out processes. He said he does have concerns about view sheds and 

buffers.  

 

Jonna Tuttle of 125 Wilderness End in Clarkesville, Georgia, said she has an appreciation for the 

community and is a fan of White County history and stories. She said this is what makes White County 

unique and it is important to hold onto not only for the economy but for families.  

 

Spencer Robbie of 2220 Highway 17 said the community and beauty of the land in White County keeps 

him from moving away. He expressed support of historic preservation because it keeps the beauty and 

sense of life in Sautee as well as the rest of the county. He said as tourism increases, there will be growth 

so it is important to protect the area.  

 

Ashley Harris of 3273 Post Road said it is important to do something to protect what makes the county 

beautiful and unique.  

 

Linda Harris of 853 Laurelwood said it is important to educate people about historic areas and give them 

the opportunity to protect it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked everyone in support of the ordinance to raise their hand; the majority of the 

room did so. He asked everyone in opposition to raise their hands, there were none. Chairman Thomas 

closed the hearing. 

 

After questions about further meetings on the historic preservation ordinance, Mr. Barton announce the 

Planning Commission would make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners, who would make a 

decision on the ordinance at a later date to be determined. Chairman Thomas stated, due to two board 

members being out, that he would like the entire board to be present when the Planning Commission 

makes their recommendation.  

 

There was no other citizen comments. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-10 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND APPENDIX C. LAND USE REGULATIONS, ARTICLE 
XVIII. AMENDMENT, APPLICATION, AND PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS, 

SECTION 1809. PUBLIC NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED.) RELATED 
TO UPDATES IN ZONING PROCEDURES LAW (ZPL) MADE BY HB 1405. 

WHEREAS, The White County Board of Commissioners adopted the White County Land Use 
Ordinance on March 30, 2015, by Resolution No. 2015-02 and has amended this ordinance by 
subsequent resolutions;  

AND WHEREAS, The White County Board of Commissioners have the authority to further amend 
the White County Land Use Ordinance according to procedures outlined within O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 
et seq.;  

AND WHEREAS, The White County Board of Commissioners now wishes to further amend the 
Ordinance as follows having acted in accordance with the procedures within O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et 
seq.;   

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby RESOLVED that the White County Land Use Ordinance be 
amended as follows to be effective June 26, 2023: 

RESOLVED, this 26th day of June, 2023. 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

________________________________________________ 
Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

________________________________________________ 
Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

________________________________________________ 
Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

________________________________________________ 
Edwin Nix, District 3 

________________________________________________ 
Craig Bryant, District 4 Attest: __________________________ 

Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:
Turf Tank Contract 

6/27/2022

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Contract / IGA 

Submitted By: Kim McEntire 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   Contract packet 
2.
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
The BOC allotted money in the Grounds Maintenance FY24 budget line for the yearly agreement for lease of a 
GPS field marking robot.  The lease of this machine will allow one person to line athletic fields with the robot in 
half the time it takes four employees to line athletic fields the traditional way.  This machine will save time, 
money, and resources.  This contract is for 6 years, at the agreed-upon price of $16,000/year. 

Background / Summary:  
 The Turf Tank is a sole source provided product 
 The subscription includes the robot, GPS software, $3,000 allotment of paint, maintenance and training 

visits, and a courtesy robot if needed 

Department Recommendation:  
I recommend allowing the County Manager to sign the agreement. 

Options:  
 Allow the County Manager to sign the contract 
 Not allow the County Manager to sign the contract 

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  
 Funds are budgeted in FY2024 for this agreement. 

County Manager Comments:   
 This evaluated and approved in the 2024 budget 
 This based on the evaluation, this apparatus will more than pay for itself in time.by reducing staff. 
 Recommend a motion to allow the county manager to approve this purchase. 
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:
Henry Nix Rd. - Engineering and Design Proposal 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): SPLOST Request 

Submitted By: Derick Canupp 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   JM Smith Proposal for Surveying & Civil Design 
2.   Letter from TMU 
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
The purpose of this agenda item to to consider/approve a proposal from JM Smith Engineering for surveying and 
civil design services for making improvements to Henry Nix Rd. from the city limits to Chimney Lake Dr., or 
approximately 3,400 linear feet. 

Background / Summary:  
 Truett McConnell University has recently made significant improvements to the campus and have made 

a formal request for the Board to consider improving the remaining gravel portion of the road. 
 The improvement would allow better access to campus facilities, improve safety and quality of life for 

citizens and students.  
 This portion of Henry Nix will require drainage improvements, grading, and be construced wide enough 

for vehicles to pass safety with shoulders and proper sized ditches and culverts.  
 Staff have identified a grant opportunity (LMIG - EEE)  that could provide an additional funding source  
 Before applying for the grant, it is highly recommended that a set of plans be developed with a detailed 

cost estimate to supplement the grant application to maximize the potential for grant award and funding.  

Department Recommendation:  
Staff recommend BOC approval 

Options:  
 Approve proposal as submitted 

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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 Do not approve 
 Commission defined alternative 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  
 Finance recommends using SPLOST funds for project. 

County Manager Comments:   
 Recommend a motion to approve the proposal and funding as submitted  





 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

155 Clarkesville Street 
Post Office Box 331 
Cornelia, GA  30531 

Main Line: 706-894-2331 
Cell: 706-244-8180 

Atlanta Area Phone: 678-267-3690 
Fax: 678-267-3731 

Email:jmsmith@jmsmithengineering.com 

April 21, 2023 

 
Mr. Derick Canupp 
White County Public Works 
675 Truelove Road 
Cleveland GA  30528 
(706) 865-2510 
 
RE: Henry Nix Road Improvements  
 
Dear Mr. Canupp: 
 
We are pleased to present our proposal for engineering services.  Our fee is based on our conversations 
and site visit.  We understand the scope of work will be for approximately 3,400 linear feet of Henry 
Nix Road between the end of pavement near the city limits of Cleveland and the pavement near the 
intersection of Chimney Road.  Our fees for preparing design documents for the above stated project 
are as follows: 
 
DUE DILIGENCE 
This phase will include studies as required to determine sizing and best methods of construction. Any 
Subconsultant invoices will be passed through with no mark up.  We will do the following tasks: 
 

1. Existing Conditions – we will utilize aerial photography from an UAS (unmanned aircraft 
system) to determine detailed topography next to site and tie into USGS LIDAR topography for 
a good base topographic map of the area of work. 

2. We will determine parcels affected by construction 
3. We will coordinate with land surveyor for gathering of field data for specific items (ie utilities, 

storm, vegetation, etc.) verify LIDAR elevation data, and establishment of right of way along 
Henry Nix Road that affects approximately 22 parcels of property. 

4. We will meet with the county on findings and what obstacles may be encountered during 
construction 

5. We will utilize this information to provide the county a conceptual design and conceptual cost 
estimate 

 
Engineering for this this phase can be accomplished for a fee of $3,250.00 
Survey Data for this phase is based on estimate by London Land surveying for $15,750.   
 
DESIGN 
This phase will include preparation of all necessary documents for a land disturbance permit and bid 
documents in accordance with applicable White County rules and regulations.  This will include at 
least one visit to the site, grading plans, erosion control plans, coordination with other engineers and 



April 21, 2023 
Mr. Derick Canupp 
Henry Nix Road Improvements 
Page 2  

 

surveyors and preparation of any documents to include for submittal to local or state regulatory 
agencies.  Civil engineering will consist of preparing horizontal and vertical alignments based on 
parcel data and topography, grading, erosion control, drainage plan, preparation of base bid documents, 
site plans, and coordination of survey information. Any sub-consultant fees will be coordinated and 
will be forwarded as available. Any Subconsultant invoices will be passed through with no mark up.  
We will provide the information based on the following prices: 
 
Geotechnical and Testing – to be evaluated based on field conditions (if needed) TBD 
Civil Engineering and document preparation  $10,500.00 
 
BID PHASE  
We can prepare review all necessary bid documents and specifications, answer RFIs, conduct pre bid 
meeting, and assist with bid opening and contractor selection if necessary on an hourly basis if 
requested. 
 
CONSTRUCTION PHASE 
We can provide construction phase services for construction observation and answering RFIs during 
construction process if requested on an hourly basis. 
 
SCHEDULE  
We will begin work immediately upon notice to proceed.  Conceptual documents will be available 
within 4 weeks of gathering of all field data.  Field data will begin immediately and is expected to take 
two weeks weather dependent. 
 
DOCUMENTS PROVIDED 
The fees listed include reproduction fees for all plans required to obtain a permit and three sets of plans 
for the County.  Additional sets will be produced on a cost plus basis.  We will also provide a CD of all 
construction plans and files in AutoCAD format, as well as plans in pdf format. 
 
Any unforeseen circumstances that affect the site may affect schedule.  Client will be informed as soon 
as any issue that may affect schedule arises.  We will work with the client to ensure that every possible 
avenue is explored to resolve any issues in a timely manner.  Additionally we have no control over 
governmental schedules on reviewing of plans, however will work with each agency to ensure that the 
process goes as smoothly and as timely as possible. 
 
This proposal does not include permitting fees for local government or state agencies, any structural 
design of retaining walls, soils testing, any off-site work, landscape plans, environmental studies, 
wetlands locations, marketing materials, renderings, or any changes in layout once a preliminary 
design has been agreed upon.  Any of these items can be added to the scope of work at a negotiated 
fee. 
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This proposal and attached General Conditions will be the basis of this agreement.  We appreciate the 
opportunity to present this proposal and will use a signed copy as our Notice to Proceed.  Please retain 
a copy for your records. 
 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at (678) 267-3690. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jason M. Smith, PE 
President 
 
ACCEPTED:    DATE:   
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  Assistance To Firefighters Grant (AFG) - FY22 - Extrication Equipment 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Grant App / Acceptance 

Submitted By: David Murphy 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   Grant Documents 
2.
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
To accept a grant for the purchase of automobile extrication equipment to replace outdated and obsolete 
equipment.  This is part of our FY24 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 

Background / Summary:  
 Fire Services continues to look for alternative funding sources for equipment. 
 This equipment is required for the extrication of victims from car crashes.  Also known as the Jaws of 

Life. 
 Will be used to purchase two (2) sets of the needed 8 sets of extrication equipment for the county. 

Department Recommendation:  
Accept the AFG Grant in the amount of $ 104,900 with the county match of $ 14,304.55 coming from the budgeted 
grant fund for FY24.  10% our portion for equipment, and 5% for the grant writer fees. 

Options:  
 Do not accept the grant. 


WHITE COUNTY 
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  
 Budgeted funds are available in FY2024 to cover the county match of $14,304.55. 

County Manager Comments:   
 Recommend a motion to accept the AFG Grant in the amount of $ 104,900 with the county match of $ 

14,304.55 coming from the budgeted grant fund for FY24  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  Senior Center Flooring Project 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Other 

Submitted By: Barbara Overton, Senior Center Director 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   Senior Center Flooring RFP Scoring Overview/Bid and Pricing Opening Documents 
2.   Northeast Georgia Carpet RFP Senior Center Flooring Documents 
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
Requesting Board of Commission approval to utilize Senior Center FY2023 budget funds to proceed with LVT 
Flooring Project with Northeast Georgia Carpet out of Baldwin, GA.   

Background / Summary:  
 Approval to seek bids was provided by the BOC in April, 2023 
 RFP Bid request was posted and four bids were received in May, 2023 
 Bid packages were reviewed by Barbara Overton, Ken Payne, Jodi Ligon and Misti Byrd 
 Pricing from Northeast Georgia Carpet was $36,540 with an additional $1,100 to move furniture and 

additional costs to provide and remove dumpster on site for contractor use. 
 Anticipated that the Senior Center will likely need close for congregate activities for approximately 5 

business days.  Home Delivered Meals planned to continue uniterrupted and there is potential for 
providing congregate clients with a "drive thru meal" option. 



Department Recommendation:  
Approval use of Senior Center FY2023 funds to proceed with this project to be completed by Northeast Georgia 
Carpet. 

Options:  


WHITE COUNTY 
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  
 Funds are available in the FY2023 Senior Center budget for this project. 

County Manager Comments:   
 Recomeend motion to approve as presented. However, I am concerned that we will be required to charge 

this expense to the 2024 budget if it is not installed by 6-30-2023. 
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  Surplus 2015 Dodge Caravan 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Other 

Submitted By: Barbara Overton, Senior Center Director 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.
2.
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
Requesting Board of Commission approval to surplus the 2015 Dodge Caravan with 93,164 miles. 

Background / Summary:  
 Staff reported vehicle not running well and vehicle was taken to ARI for diagnostic. 
 Mechanic reported that an estimated $4000 worth of transmission repairs would be needed. 
 The vehicle is worth less than the $7400 blue book value. 
 At this time, the Senior Center is not requesting to replace. 

Department Recommendation:  
Approval surplus of the 2015 Dodge Caravan. 

Options:  


Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  


County Manager Comments:   
 Recommend a motion to surplus this vehicle. There will be no need to replace this vehicle as the reamining 

fleet is adequate. 



WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-11 

TO DECLARE CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNED BY WHITE COUNTY TO BE 
SURPLUS PROPERTY; TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISPOSAL OF SAID PROPERTY BY 
ON-LINE AUCTION THROUGH GOVDEALS; TO PROVIDE FOR ADVERTISING OF 

SAID DISPOSITION OF SAID PROPERTY; AND TO AUTHORIZE A 
REPRESENTATIVE OF WHITE COUNTY TO EXECUTE ANY TITLE TRANSFERS 

AND BILLS OF SALE ON THE PROPERTY – WITH PROCEEDS FROM THE 
SURPLUS SALE TO BE DESIGNATED FOR THE SURPLUSING DEPARTMENTS 

OPERATIONAL NEEDS. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of White County have determined that certain County-owned 
property is surplus; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of White County desires to dispose of said property through the 
government on-line auction and to give public notice of said disposition; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of White County, Georgia, and it 
is hereby resolved by the authority of the same as follows: 

-1- 
The Board of Commissioners of White County hereby declares that the property described in Exhibit "A" 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference is surplus and shall be disposed of by the county by 
government on-line auction to the highest responsible bidder for each item – with proceeds of sale returning to 
the department of origin.  All surplus personal property will be sold "as is" and must be removed from the 
county property by the successful bidder within ten (10) days from the award of the bid, except as otherwise 
provided in Exhibit "A." 

-2- 
The Board of Commissioners of White County reserves the right to refuse any and all bids on said property. 

-3- 
The County Manager is hereby authorized to execute any title transfers and bills of sale to the successful 
bidders on the personal property. 

ADOPTED, this 26th day of June 2023. 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS                 ATTEST:

Travis C. Turner, Chairman                                                            Shanda Murphy, County Clerk                         



2015 Dodge Caravan – Last 4 of VIN # 7434 

EXHIBIT A 
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  2023-2024 ACCG-IRMA Liability Insurance Increase 

For Meeting Date: 6/26/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Contract / IGA 

Submitted By: Shanda Murphy 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   Summary of increase 
2.   Invoice 
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
To request approval of the 2023-2024 ACCG-IRMA Liability Insurance Renewal 

Background / Summary:  
 The renewal reflects a 36.31% increase from prior year. 
 Contributing factors are overall increase by ACCG for participating counties due to losses & inflation, 

increase in payroll, no dividend credit, no rate credit (based on our claims), change in the way trailers are 
listed on the schedule, revaluation of county properties was done in 2023 - increase in insured values. 

 The FY 24 budget included $308,652.00 for this expense - we will have a budget shortfall of $99,661.00. 

Department Recommendation:  
Approve renewal of $408,313.00. 

Options:  
 Approve renewal - I do not think there is another option with the renewal being effective 07/01/2023. 

Continue to work with Senator Gooch on tort reform and focus on efforts surrounding safety. 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

WHITE COUNTY 
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Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  
 Budget shortfall will be assessed throughout the budget year and addressed at FY2024 year end. 

County Manager Comments:   
 Unfortunately, these types of increases are not unique to White county or ACCG-IRMA. We have little 

to no alternative other than to accept the increase as presented. We could reduce some deductables but 
this would be a trade-off of increased risk for smaller premiums. 

 We should try to get ACCG IRMA to provide us a premium cost, or at least an estimate, well in advance 
of our budget approval so this very large increase can budgeted accordingly. 

 One budget option is to take this expense from our $250,000 contingency line. 























June 1, 2023 

Jodi Ligon 
Finance Director 
White County 
1235 Helen Hwy 
Cleveland, GA 30528 

To the Honorable Chairman and  
Members of the Board of Commissioners 
White County, Georgia 

We are pleased to confirm our understanding of the services we are to provide White County, Georgia 
for the year ended June 30, 2023. 

Audit Scope and Objectives 

We will audit the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the 
aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information, including the disclosures, which collectively comprise the basic financial statements, of 
White County, Georgia as of and for the year ended June 30, 2023. Accounting standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America provide for certain required supplementary information (RSI), 
such as management’s discussion and analysis (MD&A), to supplement White County, Georgia’s basic 
financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required 
by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial 
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 
context. As part of our engagement, we will apply certain limited procedures to White County, 
Georgia’s RSI in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America 
(GAAS). These limited procedures will consist of inquiries of management regarding the methods of 
preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses 
to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the 
basic financial statements. We will not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information 
because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or 
provide any assurance. The following RSI is required by GAAP and will be subjected to certain limited 
procedures, but will not be audited: 

1. Management’s Discussion and Analysis

We have also been engaged to report on supplementary information other than RSI that accompanies 
White County, Georgia’s financial statements. We will subject the following supplementary information 
to the auditing procedures applied in our audit of the financial statements and certain additional 
procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting 
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and other records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and 
other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America, and we will provide an opinion on it in relation to the financial statements as a whole, 
in a report combined with our auditor’s report on the financial statements: 

1. Combining and individual fund statements and schedules.
2. Schedule of projects financed with special purpose local option sales tax.
3. Schedule of expenditures of federal awards.

The following other information accompanying the financial statements will not be subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied in our audit of the financial statements, and our auditor’s report will not 
provide an opinion or any assurance on that other information. 

1. The introductory section
2. The statistical section

The objectives of our audit are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as 
a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and issue an auditor’s report 
that includes our opinions about whether your financial statements are fairly presented, in all material 
respects, in conformity with GAAP, and report on the fairness of the supplementary information referred 
to in the second paragraph when considered in relation to the financial statements as a whole. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a 
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards will 
always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements, including omissions, can arise from 
fraud or error and are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the 
aggregate, they would influence the judgment of a reasonable user made based on the financial 
statements. The objectives also include reporting on: 

 Internal control over financial reporting and compliance with provisions of laws, regulations,
contracts, and award agreements, noncompliance with which could have a material effect on the
financial statements in accordance with Government Auditing Standards.

 Internal control over compliance related to major programs and an opinion (or disclaimer of
opinion) on compliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal
awards that could have a direct and material effect on each major program in accordance with the
Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 and Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part
200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal
Awards (Uniform Guidance).

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements and Single Audit 

We will conduct our audit in accordance with GAAS; the standards for financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; the Single 
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Audit Act Amendments of 1996; and the provisions of the Uniform Guidance, and will include tests of 
accounting records, a determination of major program(s) in accordance with Uniform Guidance, and 
other procedures we consider necessary to enable us to express such opinions. As part of an audit in 
accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgment and 
maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 

We will evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management. We will also evaluate the overall presentation of the 
financial statements, including the disclosures, and determine whether the financial statements represent 
the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. We will plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of 
material misstatement, whether from (1) errors, (2) fraudulent financial reporting, (3) misappropriation 
of assets, or (4) violations of laws or governmental regulations that are attributable to the government or 
to acts by management or employees acting on behalf of the government. Because the determination of 
waste and abuse is subjective, Government Auditing Standards do not expect auditors to perform 
specific procedures to detect waste or abuse in financial audits nor do they expect auditors to provide 
reasonable assurance of detecting waste or abuse. 

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, combined with the inherent limitations of internal 
control, and because we will not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is an 
unavoidable risk that some material misstatements may not be detected by us, even though the audit is 
properly planned and performed in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards. In 
addition, an audit is not designed to detect immaterial misstatements or violations of laws or 
governmental regulations that do not have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. 
However, we will inform the appropriate level of management of any material errors, fraudulent 
financial reporting, or misappropriation of assets that comes to our attention. We will also inform the 
appropriate level of management of any violations of laws or governmental regulations that come to our 
attention, unless clearly inconsequential. Our responsibility as auditors is limited to the period covered 
by our audit and does not extend to any later periods for which we are not engaged as auditors. 

We will also conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or events, 
considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the government’s ability to continue as a 
going concern for a reasonable period of time. 

Our procedures will include tests of documentary evidence supporting the transactions recorded in the 
accounts, tests of the physical existence of inventories, and direct confirmation of receivables and 
certain assets and liabilities by correspondence with selected individuals, funding sources, creditors, and 
financial institutions. We will also request written representations from your attorneys as part of the 
engagement. 

We have identified the following significant risk(s) of material misstatement as part of our audit 
planning: 
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 County personnel may require additional training in the application of generally accepted 
accounting principles and the preparation of financial statements.  

 
We have not concluded our planning procedures for the current year audit, as such, modifications may 
be made to the list of significant risks of material misstatement listed above. If new significant risks are 
identified during our procedures, we will communicate them to you in a timely manner. 
 
We may, from time to time and depending on the circumstances, use third-party service providers in 
serving your account. We may share confidential information about you with these service providers but 
remain committed to maintaining the confidentiality and security of your information. Accordingly, we 
maintain internal policies, procedures, and safeguards to protect the confidentiality of your personal 
information. In addition, we will secure confidentiality agreements with all service providers to maintain 
the confidentiality of your information and we will take reasonable precautions to determine that they 
have appropriate procedures in place to prevent the unauthorized release of your confidential 
information to others. In the event that we are unable to secure an appropriate confidentiality agreement, 
you will be asked to provide your consent prior to the sharing of your confidential information with the 
third-party service provider. Furthermore, we will remain responsible for the work provided by any such 
third-party service providers. 
 
Audit Procedures – Internal Control 
 
We will obtain an understanding of the government and its environment, including the system of internal 
control, sufficient to identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, 
whether due to error or fraud, and to design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks and 
obtain evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinions. The risk of not 
detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as 
fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentation, or the override of 
internal control. Tests of controls may be performed to test the effectiveness of certain controls that we 
consider relevant to preventing and detecting errors and fraud that are material to the financial 
statements and to preventing and detecting misstatements resulting from illegal acts and other 
noncompliance matters that have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. Our tests, if 
performed, will be less in scope than would be necessary to render an opinion on internal control and, 
accordingly, no opinion will be expressed in our report on internal control issued pursuant to 
Government Auditing Standards.  
 
As required by the Uniform Guidance, we will perform tests of controls over compliance to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the design and operation of controls that we consider relevant to preventing or detecting 
material noncompliance with compliance requirements applicable to each major federal award program. 
However, our tests will be less in scope than would be necessary to render an opinion on those controls 
and, accordingly, no opinion will be expressed in our report on internal control issued pursuant to the 
Uniform Guidance. 
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An audit is not designed to provide assurance on internal control or to identify significant deficiencies or 
material weaknesses. Accordingly, we will express no such opinion. However, during the audit, we will 
communicate to management and those charged with governance internal control related matters that are 
required to be communicated under AICPA professional standards, Government Auditing Standards, 
and the Uniform Guidance. 
 
Audit Procedures – Compliance 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement, we will perform tests of White County, Georgia’s compliance with provisions of 
applicable laws, regulations, contracts, and agreements, including grant agreements. However, the 
objective of those procedures will not be to provide an opinion on overall compliance, and we will not 
express such an opinion in our report on compliance issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards. 
 
The Uniform Guidance requires that we also plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the auditee has complied with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions 
of federal awards applicable to major programs. Our procedures will consist of tests of transactions and 
other applicable procedures described in the OMB Compliance Supplement for the types of compliance 
requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each of White County, Georgia’s major 
programs. For federal programs that are included in the Compliance Supplement, our compliance and 
internal control procedures will relate to the compliance requirements that the Compliance Supplement 
identifies as being subject to audit. The purpose of these procedures will be to express an opinion on 
White County, Georgia’s compliance with requirements applicable to each of its major programs in our 
report on compliance issued pursuant to the Uniform Guidance. 
 
Other Services 
 
We will also assist in preparing the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, and 
related notes of White County, Georgia in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America and the Uniform Guidance based on information provided by you. These 
non-audit services do not constitute an audit under Government Auditing Standards and such services 
will not be conducted in accordance with Government Auditing Standards. We will perform the services 
in accordance with applicable professional standards. The other services are limited to the depreciation 
schedule, financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, and related notes services 
previously defined. We, in our sole professional judgment, reserve the right to refuse to perform any 
procedure or take any action that could be construed as assuming management responsibilities. 
 
Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements and Single Audit 
 
Our audit will be conducted on the basis that you acknowledge and understand your responsibility for 
(1) designing, implementing, establishing, and maintaining effective internal controls relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error, including internal controls over federal awards, and for evaluating and 
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monitoring ongoing activities to help ensure that appropriate goals and objectives are met; (2) following 
laws and regulations; (3) ensuring that there is reasonable assurance that government programs are 
administered in compliance with compliance requirements; and (4) ensuring that management and 
financial information is reliable and properly reported. Management is also responsible for 
implementing systems designed to achieve compliance with applicable laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grant agreements. You are also responsible for the selection and application of accounting principles, for 
the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal 
awards, and all accompanying information in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States of America, and for compliance with applicable laws and regulations (including 
federal statutes), rules, and the provisions of contracts and grant agreements (including award 
agreements). Your responsibilities also include identifying significant contractor relationships in which 
the contractor has responsibility for program compliance and for the accuracy and completeness of that 
information. 
 
You are also responsible for making drafts of financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal 
awards, all financial records, and related information available to us and for the accuracy and 
completeness of that information (including information from outside of the general and subsidiary 
ledgers). You are also responsible for providing us with (1) access to all information of which you are 
aware that is relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, such as records, 
documentation, identification of all related parties and all related-party relationships and transactions, 
and other matters; (2) access to personnel, accounts, books, records, supporting documentation, and 
other information as needed to perform an audit under the Uniform Guidance; (3) additional information 
that we may request for the purpose of the audit; and (4) unrestricted access to persons within the 
government from whom we determine it necessary to obtain audit evidence. At the conclusion of our 
audit, we will require certain written representations from you about the financial statements; schedule 
of expenditures of federal awards; federal award programs; compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, 
and grant agreements; and related matters. 
 
Your responsibilities include adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements and 
confirming to us in the management representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected 
misstatements aggregated by us during the current engagement and pertaining to the latest period 
presented are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial statements of each 
opinion unit taken as a whole. 
 
You are responsible for the design and implementation of programs and controls to prevent and detect 
fraud, and for informing us about all known or suspected fraud affecting the government involving (1) 
management, (2) employees who have significant roles in internal control, and (3) others where the 
fraud could have a material effect on the financial statements. Your responsibilities include informing us 
of your knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected fraud affecting the government received in 
communications from employees, former employees, grantors, regulators, or others. In addition, you are 
responsible for identifying and ensuring that the government complies with applicable laws, regulations, 
contracts, agreements, and grants. You are also responsible for taking timely and appropriate steps to 
remedy fraud and noncompliance with provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements 
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that we report. Additionally, as required by the Uniform Guidance, it is management’s responsibility to 
evaluate and monitor noncompliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of 
federal awards; take prompt action when instances of noncompliance are identified including 
noncompliance identified in audit findings; promptly follow up and take corrective action on reported 
audit findings; and prepare a summary schedule of prior audit findings and a separate corrective action 
plan. The summary schedule of prior audit findings should be available for our review at the beginning 
of our fieldwork. 
 
You are responsible for identifying all federal awards received and understanding and complying with 
the compliance requirements and for the preparation of the schedule of expenditures of federal awards 
(including notes and noncash assistance received, and COVID-19-related concepts, such as lost 
revenues, if applicable) in conformity with the Uniform Guidance. You agree to include our report on 
the schedule of expenditures of federal awards in any document that contains, and indicates that we have 
reported on, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards. You also agree to include the audited 
financial statements with any presentation of the schedule of expenditures of federal awards that 
includes our report thereon. Your responsibilities include acknowledging to us in the written 
representation letter that (1) you are responsible for presentation of the schedule of expenditures of 
federal awards in accordance with the Uniform Guidance; (2) you believe the schedule of expenditures 
of federal awards, including its form and content, is stated fairly in accordance with the Uniform 
Guidance; (3) the methods of measurement or presentation have not changed from those used in the 
prior period (or, if they have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (4) you have disclosed to us 
any significant assumptions or interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the 
schedule of expenditures of federal awards. 
 
You are also responsible for the preparation of the other supplementary information, which we have 
been engaged to report on, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 
You agree to include our report on the supplementary information in any document that contains, and 
indicates that we have reported on, the supplementary information. You also agree to include the audited 
financial statements with any presentation of the supplementary information that includes our report 
thereon or make the audited financial statements readily available to users of the supplementary 
information no later than the date the supplementary information is issued with our report thereon. Your 
responsibilities include acknowledging to us in the written representation letter that (1) you are 
responsible for presentation of the supplementary information in accordance with GAAP; (2) you 
believe the supplementary information, including its form and content, is fairly presented in accordance 
with GAAP; (3) the methods of measurement or presentation have not changed from those used in the 
prior period (or, if they have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (4) you have disclosed to us 
any significant assumptions or interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the 
supplementary information. 
 
Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining a process for tracking the status of audit 
findings and recommendations. Management is also responsible for identifying and providing report 
copies of previous financial audits, attestation engagements, performance audits, or other studies related 
to the objectives discussed in the Audit Scope and Objectives section of this letter. This responsibility 
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includes relaying to us corrective actions taken to address significant findings and recommendations 
resulting from those audits, attestation engagements, performance audits, or studies. You are also 
responsible for providing management’s views on our current findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations, as well as your planned corrective actions, for the report, and for the timing and 
format for providing that information. 
 
You agree to assume all management responsibilities for the financial statements, schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards, and related notes, and any other nonaudit services we provide. You will 
be required to acknowledge in the management representation letter our assistance with preparation of 
the financial statements, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards, and related notes and that you 
have reviewed and approved the financial statements, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards, 
and related notes prior to their issuance and have accepted responsibility for them. Further, you agree to 
oversee the nonaudit services by designating an individual, preferably from senior management, with 
suitable skill, knowledge, or experience; evaluate the adequacy and results of those services; and accept 
responsibility for them.  
 
Engagement Administration, Fees, and Other 
 
We understand that your employees will prepare all cash, accounts receivable, or other confirmations we 
request and will locate any documents selected by us for testing.  
 
At the conclusion of the engagement, we will complete the appropriate sections of the Data Collection 
Form that summarizes our audit findings. It is management’s responsibility to electronically submit the 
reporting package (including financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, summary 
schedule of prior audit findings, auditor’s reports, and corrective action plan) along with the Data 
Collection Form to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse. We will coordinate with you the electronic 
submission and certification. The Data Collection Form and the reporting package must be submitted 
within the earlier of 30 calendar days after receipt of the auditor’s reports or nine months after the end of 
the audit period. 
 
We will provide copies of our reports to the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts; however, 
management is responsible for distribution of the reports and the financial statements. Unless restricted 
by law or regulation, or containing privileged and confidential information, copies of our reports are to 
be made available for public inspection. 
 
The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of Rushton, LLC and constitutes 
confidential information. However, subject to applicable laws and regulations, audit documentation and 
appropriate individuals will be made available upon request and in a timely manner to a federal agency 
providing direct or indirect funding, or the U.S. Government Accountability Office for purposes of a 
quality review of the audit, to resolve audit findings, or to carry out oversight responsibilities. We will 
notify you of any such request. If requested, access to such audit documentation will be provided under 
the supervision of Rushton’s personnel. Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected 
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audit documentation to the aforementioned parties. These parties may intend, or decide, to distribute the 
copies or information contained therein to others, including other governmental agencies.  
 
The audit documentation for this engagement will be retained for a minimum of five years after the 
report release date. If we are aware that a federal awarding agency or auditee is contesting an audit 
finding, we will contact the party(ies) contesting the audit finding for guidance prior to destroying the 
audit documentation. 
 
Clay Pilgrim is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement and signing 
the reports or authorizing another individual to sign them. We expect to begin our audit on 
approximately June 22, 2023 and to issue our reports no later than December 16, 2023.   
 
Our fee for these services will be at our standard hourly rates plus out-of-pocket costs (such as report 
reproduction, word processing, postage, travel, copies, telephone, confirmation service provider fees, 
etc.) except that we agree that our gross fee, including expenses, will not exceed $58,000 for the 
financial statement audit, $8,000 for the Single Audit (if required) for the first major program, and 
$3,000 for each additional major program. Our standard hourly rates vary according to the degree of 
responsibility involved and the experience level of the personnel assigned to your audit. Our invoices for 
these fees will be rendered each month as work progresses and are payable on presentation. In 
accordance with our firm policies, work may be suspended if your account becomes 90 days or more 
overdue and may not be resumed until your account is paid in full. If we elect to terminate our services 
for nonpayment, our engagement will be deemed to have been completed upon written notification of 
termination, even if we have not completed our report(s). You will be obligated to compensate us for all 
time expended and to reimburse us for all out-of-pocket costs through the date of termination. The above 
fee is based on anticipated cooperation from your personnel and the assumption that unexpected 
circumstances will not be encountered during the engagement.  If significant additional time is 
necessary, we will keep you informed of any problems we encounter and our fees will be adjusted 
accordingly.  
 
We schedule the engagement based in part on deadlines, working conditions, and the availability of 
White County, Georgia’s personnel. We will plan the engagement based on the assumption White 
County, Georgia’s personnel will cooperate and provide assistance by performing tasks such as 
preparing requested schedules, retrieving supporting documents, and preparing confirmations. If, for 
whatever reason, White County, Georgia’s personnel are unavailable to provide the necessary assistance 
and requested documentation in a timely manner as per the agreed upon schedule, it may substantially 
increase the work we have to do to complete the engagement within the established deadlines, resulting 
in an increase in fees over our original fee estimate. 
 
Reporting 
 
We will issue written reports upon completion of our Single Audit. Our reports will be addressed to the 
Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board of Commissioners of White County, Georgia. 
Circumstances may arise in which our report may differ from its expected form and content based on the 
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results of our audit. Depending on the nature of these circumstances, it may be necessary for us to 
modify our opinions, add a separate section, or add an emphasis-of-matter or other-matter paragraph to 
our auditor’s report, or if necessary, withdraw from this engagement. If our opinions are other than 
unmodified, we will discuss the reasons with you in advance. If, for any reason, we are unable to 
complete the audit or are unable to form or have not formed opinions, we may decline to express 
opinions or issue reports, or we may withdraw from this engagement. 
 
The Government Auditing Standards report on internal control over financial reporting and on 
compliance and other matters will state that (1) the purpose of the report is solely to describe the scope 
of testing of internal control and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion 
on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control or on compliance, and (2) the report is an integral 
part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the 
entity’s internal control and compliance. The Uniform Guidance report on internal control over 
compliance will state that the purpose of the report on internal control over compliance is solely to 
describe the scope of testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on 
the requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Both reports will state that the report is not suitable for any 
other purpose. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to White County, Georgia and believe this letter 
accurately summarizes the significant terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please let us 
know. If you agree with the terms of our engagement as described in this letter, please sign the enclosed 
copy and return it to us.  
 
Very truly yours,  
 

Rushton, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 
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RESPONSE: 
 
This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of White County, Georgia. 
 
Management Signature: _____________________________________ 
 
Title: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Governance Signature: ______________________________________ 
 
Title: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________________________________ 



May 2023

Monthly Financial Report

June 26, 2023



General Fund 
Revenues & Expenditures

FY2023 Amended Budget = $25,227,598

May
Revenues  - $  977,808

Expenditures - $  1,734,165

YTD
Revenues - $ 22,706,788  (90%)

Expenditures - $ 21,724,525  (86%)

11 months of 12 = 92%



FY2019 – 2023   Alcohol Taxes & Fees

FY2023 Budget = $158,400         88% Rec’d

FY2023FY2022FY2021FY2020FY2019Description

$ 48,746$42,412$42,258$45,435$43,382License Fees

$ 90,490$98,094$102,169$86,457$83,289Excise Tax

$ 139,236$140,506$144,427$131,892$126,671Total Alcohol
Fees & Taxes



FY2019 – 2023 TAVT (Title Ad Valorem Tax)

FY2023 Budget = $1,900,000       95% Rec’d

FY2023FY2022FY2021FY2020FY2019Month

$161,796$160,887$153,972$136,306$74,715JUL

$182,277$166,466$152,696$144,099$104,393AUG

$169,663$175,054$131,587$135,669$80,222SEP

$133,911$149,876$130,468$117,060$85,576OCT

$163,468$141,044$110,052$109,057$73,190NOV

$146,906$178,495$144,212$116,593$69,568DEC

$164,670$122,128$135,662$145,633$93,225JAN

$158,073$160,983$150,507$113,050$67,961FEB

$208,550$188,453$187,822$135,855$96,055MAR

$151,766$156,077$185,809$77,925$92,761APR

$155,830$167,551$179,239$113,550$77,858MAY

$188,531$155,585$134,243$98,165JUN

$1,796,910$1,955,545$1,817,611$1,479,040$1,013,689TOTALS



FY2019 – 2023  Local Option Sales Tax

FY2023 Budget = $4,047,067       104% Rec’d 

FY2023FY2022FY2021FY2020FY2019Month

$406,727$373,325$297,868$262,785$241,757JUL

$432,997$400,728$312,028$286,083$264,181AUG

$370,726$353,260$536,860$254,983$228,659SEP

$382,268$333,517$303,063$256,146$226,816OCT

$434,395$371,966$327,889$268,171$257,618NOV

$383,378$367,858$302,201$255,898$229,047DEC

$417,954$379,436$332,728$266,878$231,065JAN

$325,798$305,170$271,627$229,921$184,313FEB

$319,169$304,125$259,792$210,195$210,193MAR

$367,135$363,527$320,464$228,103$233,021APR

$368,755$359,678$319,636$213,733$223,684MAY

$369,094$342,165$268,557$244,016JUN

$4,209,302$4,281,684$3,926,321$3,001,453$2,774,370TOTAL



FY2019 – 2023 Hotel / Motel Tax

FY2023 Budget - $2,384,500   78% Rec’d

FY2023FY2022FY2021FY2020FY2019Month

$176,867$176,808$120,932$104,588$83,289JUL

$222,704$267,524$176,030$125,026$113,190AUG

$161,576$190,448$124,013$83,767$74,019SEP

$172,494$183,901$160,567$95,041$73,197OCT

$247,179$188,515$174,828$123,552$119,335NOV

$190,034$230,510$170,745$99,301$95,745DEC

$165,397$176,886$148,085$98,634$85,132JAN

$131,564$126,946$98,423$59,018$52,907FEB

$114,009$117,928$105,446$50,630$47,790MAR

$122,786$171,026$131,277$46,562$75,851APR

$154,619$123,877$135,444$17,970$75,170MAY

$171,676$156,170$72,217$82,186JUN

$1,859,229$2,126,045$1,701,960$976,306$977,811TOTAL



Separate Funds
FY2023 Budget to Actual

May 2023

%
Spent

Expenditures 
YTD

Revenues
YTD

Cost to 
Gen Fund             

Total
BudgetFund

145%$179,449$155,288$0$123,509Solid Waste

83%$1,177,203$1,130,414$700,000$1,415,157E-911

66%$559,413$750,709$0$842,635ARDEO

70%$794,755$1,075,596$205,238$1,133,456Enotah Judicial 



2020 SPLOST 

Start Date: December 2020                    End Date: November 2026

May 2023 is 30th month of 72

Receipts = $ 604,603

1% County Administration Fee = $ 6,046
Cleveland & Helen portions = $  119,711 each

County portion = $ 359,135
Earmarked Debt Service Funds = $ 65,000

Project Fund Account = $ 294,135



SPLOST2020 Receipts
Calendar Year History  - Total To Date $17,737,052

2026202520242023202220212020MONTH

$702,001$632,394$554,546-JAN

$542,956$508,617$452,713-FEB

$532,035$506,875$432,988-MAR

$622,417$605,877$534,107-APR

$604,603$599,464$532,726-MAY

$615,157$570,279-JUN

$677,879$622,210-JUL

$721,663$667,881-AUG

$617,383$588,768-SEP

$630,001$555,862-OCT

$723,945$619,945-NOV

-$645,000$613,097$503,663DEC

$3,004,012$7,484,255$6,745,122$503,663TOTAL



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS
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