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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

2023 MILLAGE PUBLIC HEARING & CALLED MEETING

THURSDAY, JULY 20, 2023 AT 8:30 A.M.

AGENDA
____________________________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order.  

2. Ms. Jodi Ligon, Finance Director, to make the presentation regarding the proposed 2023 
millage rate.  

3. Receive public comment regarding the proposed 2023 millage rate.  

4. Consider the land use application filed by Jonathan and Madison Riviere to request a 
conditional use permit at 45 North Fern Cove Road Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia 30571. 
Tax map and parcel 068-179. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place in Short 
Term Rental program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single-Family District. 

5. Consider the land use application filed by Eric and Jeannie Seleen to request a 
conditional use permit at 142 Heavenly Ridge Road Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia 30571. 
Tax map and parcel 068-075. Total acreage is 1.32. Proposed use is to place in Short 
Term Rental program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single-Family District. 

6. Consider the land use application filed by Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use 
permit at 2609 Post Road Cleveland, Georgia 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. 
Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place in Short Term Rental program. Present 
zoning is R-1 Residential Single-Family District. 

7. Adjourn. 



Tax Year 2023
Millage Rate

July 20, 2023



Millage Rate……

• Percentage figure applied to the value of your property to 
calculate your property tax liability.  A “mill” equals one 
dollar of tax on every thousand dollars of taxable value. Tax 
dollars are used to fund the cost of governmental operations 
and services each year. 

• The White County Assessors office determines the fair 
market value of property, which is then taxed 40% of the 
value.

• The Tax Commissioner takes the information, applies the 
millage set by the governing authority, then bills and collects  
the taxes. 



Millage Rate
Recommendation

 The Board of Commissioners has announced and 
advertised a millage rate of 9.505 for the tax year 

2023.  This remains the same rate as 2022.

 FY2024 approved budget totals $27,983,509.
The proposed millage rate of 9.505 will provide 

$12,720,948 in property tax revenue.  



FY2024 Budget Major Increases:

 EMS Ambulance Services Contract - $250,000

 Four (4) Full-Time Firefighter Positions - $202,128

 Health Insurance Premium Increase - $363,180

 County Employee Pay Increase Up to 6% - $875,000

 Liability Insurance Premium Increase - $108,771

 Inflationary Costs



White County Millage Rates
10 Year History on Fiscal Years

County Portion Only 
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Taxes Levied as Proposed

CollectionsNet DigestProposed 
Millage Rate

Component

$ 12,720,948$ 1,338,342,7609.505County -
Board of Commissioners

$ 18,373,813$ 1,394,596,81913.175School -
Board of Education

$ 31,094,761
*Difference due to 

exemptions22.68Totals



Impact on Average Homeowner
County Portion Only Comparison

20232022Tax Year

$456,000$228,000$400,000$200,000Home Value

$182,400$91,200$160,000$80,000
40% Assessed 

Value

9.5059.5059.5059.505Rate

$1,734$867$1,520$760
Estimated 

County Tax



Allocation of Tax Dollars Estimate 

$200,000 Home Value

40% value = $80,000

22.68
Total

13.175
School

9.505
County

Year

$1,814$1,054$7602023



$1,000 Tax Bill Example
Based on 2023 Proposed County and School Millage Rate of 22.68

County – 9.505  /  School – 13.175
County receives $420.00  /  School receives $580.00

Tax Bill  
County

Allocations

% of Proposed 
BudgetExpendituresFunction

$1.26.30$84,460State Agencies

$30.537.27$2,035,495Judicial

$25.456.06$1,696,277Culture/Recreation

$10.042.39$669,418Housing & Development

$103.1924.57$6,874,268General Government

$11.092.64$740,099Health & Welfare 

$206.3549.13$13,743,890Public Safety

$32.097.64$2,139,602Public Works 

$420.00100 %$27,983,509Total Expenditures



July 13, 2023 
White County News Ad

CURRENT 2023 TAX DIGEST AND 5-YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY VALUES

202320222021202020192018COUNTYWIDE

C
o

u
n

tyw
id

e
   A

re
a

1,658,407,3171,423,947,0371,199,310,5771,102,061,7841,081,709,013
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16,082,36015,931,74016,501,11018,948,14021,093,91023,926,300Motor Vehicles 

9,258,9488,016,3927,352,1286,941,5926,853,5885,920,836Mobile Homes 

0147,17213,44498,822108,57377,563Timber-100% 

64,84926,64941,67557,5358,93617,870Heavy Duty Equipment

1,683,813,4741,448,068,9901,223,218,9341,128,107,8731,109,774,0201,076,175,388Gross Digest

345,470,714272,986,276196,120,884166,867,482166,633,017164,458,894Less Exemptions

1,338,342,7601,175,082,7141,027,098,050961,240,391943,141,003911,716,494
NET DIGEST VALUE

0.0128610.0129490.0141550.0137780.0135840.013495

Gross Maintenance &           
Operation MillageR                     

A                    
T                    
E

0.0033560.0034440.0034050.0030280.0028340.002745
Less Rollback                                         

(Local Option Sales Tax)

0.0095050.0095050.0107500.0107500.0107500.010750
NET M&O MILLAGE RATE

$12,720,948$11,169,161$11,041,304$10,333,334$10,138,766$9,800,952
TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED

TAX
1,551,787127,857707,970194,568337,8141,100,372Net Tax $ Increase 

13.8935%1.1580%6.8513%1.9191%3.4467%12.6471%Net Tax % Increase



Questions
or

Comments



WHITE COUNTY

Board of Commissioners
Agenda Request Form

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Jonathan and Madison Reviere, 45 Noth 
Fern Cove Road, Sautee Nacoochee

For Meeting Date: 7/20/2023

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Land Use Application

Submitted By: John Sell

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below:
1.   Application #20011
2.   Public Hearing minutes of 6/26/2023
3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 7/3/2023

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Purpose:
Consider the application of Jonathan and Madison Riviere to request a conditional use permit located at 45 
North
Fern Cove Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-179. Total acreage is 1.00. 
Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.

Background / Summary:
• Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short term rental. The property is in a subdivision 
with

no HOA or covenants. There are only 4 lots in the subdivision and the owner of the other three lots 
signed a letter. Mr. Reviere explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy 
of six with parking for up to five vehicles, though he does not anticipate that many vehicles. Mr. Riviere 
explained he has met with the neighbors and there are other short-term rentals nearby. He said he lives 
in Canton, Georgia, and plans to self-manage with the newly constructed home having features such as 
noise detectors and smoke detectors in place. He will have a local handyman and a neighbor contact in 
case of emergency. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the application and the motion 
passed by unanimous vote.

Department Recommendation:
Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote.



-Agenda Request Form-

Options:
• Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application
• Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application.
• Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes   No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):
•

County Manager Comments:
•

2









































WHITE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

PUBLIC HEARING: LAND USE REGULATION  
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Deena Cowart of 1899 Holiness Campground Road explained this is a farming community. She expressed 

concerns of safety for children and livestock, adding that there have already been issues that have affected 

the livestock, as well as noise, strangers, and traffic. 

 

Jason Hogan of 1987 Highway 254, as well as owns multiple other properties in this area. He stated he 

owns the lumberyard, an agricultural use, across from this property that has trucks running and is not 

quiet for a wedding venue.  He said he does not like to tell people how to use their land, but wanted to 

remind them that the lumberyard is there.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Fedoruk if he had anything to add. 

Mr. Fedoruk stated it is not their intent to hurt the county, neighbors or community and that he will pass 

the concerns along to his father. He said they did not consider the influx of traffic, but the cabins will be 

surrounded by trees and be private. He said his family lives in Cumming, Georgia, and do not have 

management planned out but it will be family run.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 3rd.  

 

Application of Jonathan and Madison Riviere to request a conditional use permit located at 45 North 

Fern Cove Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-179. Total acreage is 1.00. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Jonathan Riviere of 45 N Fern Cove, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. He explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of six with 

parking for up to five vehicles, though he does not anticipate that many vehicles. Mr. Riviere explained he 

has met with the neighbors and there are other short-term rentals nearby. He said he lives in Canton, 

Georgia, and plans to self-manage with the newly constructed home having features such as noise 

detectors and smoke detectors in place. He will have a local handyman and a neighbor contact in case of 

emergency.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Riviere did not 

have anything to add. 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 3rd.  

 

Application of Russell Chiodo to request a conditional use permit located at 480 Brown Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 022-142. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Russell Chiodo of 480 Brown Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Chiodo explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

six people with parking for seven to eight vehicles on a private road. Mr. Chiodo stated that he and his 

wife are full-time RV’ers and plan to self-manage, but they have a neighbor that will do maintenance and 

in-laws close by as emergency contacts. He said he has previously rented the home short-term and was 

unaware of the licensing requirements, but he has not had any problems with the neighbors. He said there 

smurphy
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Application of Jonathan and Madison Riviere to request a conditional use permit located at 45 North 
Fern Cove Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-179. Total acreage is 1.00. 
Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 
Family.
The applicant, Jonathan Riviere of 45 N Fern Cove, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 
application. He explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of six with 
parking for up to five vehicles, though he does not anticipate that many vehicles. Mr. Riviere explained he 
has met with the neighbors and there are other short-term rentals nearby. He said he lives in Canton, 
Georgia, and plans to self-manage with the newly constructed home having features such as noise 
detectors and smoke detectors in place. He will have a local handyman and a neighbor contact in case of 
emergency.
Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 
asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Riviere did not 
have anything to add.
Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 3rd.



WHITE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

REGULAR SESSION 
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seconding the motion was because the use of the property does not fit into the community and the 

community’s objection to it makes it even more non-fitting for the location.  

Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st.  

 

Application of Jonathan and Madison Riviere to request a conditional use permit located at 45 North 

Fern Cove Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-179. Total acreage is 1.00. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Jonathan Riviere of 45 N Fern Cove, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Riviere did not have anything to add. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st. 

 

Application of Russell Chiodo to request a conditional use permit located at 480 Brown Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 022-142. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Russell Chiodo of 480 Brown Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Chiodo did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Mr. Freeman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st. 

 

Application of Eric and Jeannie Seleen to request a conditional use permit located at 142 Heavenly 

Ridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-075. Total acreage is 1.32. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Eric Seleen of 142 Heavenly Ridge Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Seleen did not have anything to add. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Freeman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st. 

 

Application of Loretta and James Chapman to request a conditional use permit located on Valley 

View Drive, Tract B, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 003-039C. Total acreage is 2.37. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Mr. Chapman of 8935 Bay Lane in Gainesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Mr. Chapman explained that he does not have access to Valley View Drive 

due to no recorded easement and is prepared to access from Harkins Road, to which he showed the board 

members his proposed access. He stated the access would be one mile off Highway 129 on a paved road, 

past a wedding venue, event center, and three RV pads as well as across from an orchard that has events. 

He said the property is over the one-acre requirement, not part of a subdivision, and does not have 

covenants. Mr. Chapman explained he thinks neighbors should be able to do as they see fit with their 

smurphy
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Application of Jonathan and Madison Riviere to request a conditional use permit located at 45 North 
Fern Cove Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-179. Total acreage is 1.00. 
Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 
Family.
The applicant, Jonathan Riviere of 45 N Fern Cove, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 
application. Mr. Riviere did not have anything to add.
Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 
Ash. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st.



WHITE COUNTY

Board of Commissioners
Agenda Request Form

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Eric and Jeannie Seleen, 142 Heavenly 
Ridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee

For Meeting Date: 7/20/2023

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Land Use Application

Submitted By: John Sell

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below:
1.   Application #20020
2.   Public Hearing minutes of 6/26/2023
3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 7/3/2023

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Purpose:
Consider the application of  Eric and Jeannie Seleen to request a conditional use permit located at 142 Heavenly
Ridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-075. Total acreage is 1.32. Proposed 
use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.

Background / Summary:
• Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short term rental. The property is not in a 
subdivision.

Mr. Seleen explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of three people 
and three vehicles on a private road that consists of asphalt, concrete, and gravel that he helps to 
maintain. Mr. Seleen stated he purchased the home in May and it was a short-term rental at one point, 
but the previous owner did not rent it. He said there are four other properties on the road and they are all 
short- term rentals. One person spoke during comment but her comments were about Historic 
Preservation and not the application. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
application and the motion passed by unanimous vote.

Department Recommendation:
Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote.



-Agenda Request Form-
Options:

• Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application
• Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application.
• Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes   No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):
•

County Manager Comments:
•

2

























Printed: 06/23/2023 11:09:31 AM

Official Tax Receipt
White County, GA
113 N. Brooks St.
Cleveland, 30528
--Online Receipt--

Phone: 706-865-2225 

Trans No
Map 
Code

Property ID &
District Description

Original
Due

Interest &
Penalty

Amount
Due

Amount
Paid

Transaction
Balance

2022-13779 068 075 LL31 LD6 $1,327.96

$0.00 

Fees:
$0.00

$0.00 $1,327.96 $0.00

Totals: $1,327.96 $0.00 $0.00 $1,327.96 $0.00

Paid Date: 11/14/2022 Charge Amount: $1,327.96

POPPLETON STEVEN M
PO BOX 531
SAUTEE NACOOCHEE, GA 30571-0531 Scan this code with your

mobile phone to view this
bill
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are no other short-term rentals nearby that he is aware of and the closest residence is about 200 yards 

away.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Ed Lee Day of 24 Crest View Drive asked if this zoning change would alter his zoning, to which Mr. 

Barton said no. Mr. Day said that this property is secluded and will not disturb anything.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 3rd.  

 

Application of Eric and Jeannie Seleen to request a conditional use permit located at 142 Heavenly 

Ridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-075. Total acreage is 1.32. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Eric Seleen of 142 Heavenly Ridge, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Seleen explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

three people and three vehicles on a private road that consists of asphalt, concrete, and gravel that he 

helps to maintain. Mr. Seleen stated he purchased the home in May and it was a short-term rental at one 

point, but the previous owner did not rent it. He said there are four other properties on the road and they 

are all short-term rentals. Mr. Seleen said his full time residence is in Habersham County.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

 

Helen Fincher Hardman of 993 Merck Road said she is not against this proposal. She stated that twenty 

years ago, she was involved with the historic preservation through the state and said new homes should 

have a historic look rather than contemporary.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 3rd.  

 

Application of Loretta and James Chapman to request a conditional use permit located on Valley 

View Drive, Tract B, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 003-039C. Total acreage is 2.37. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, James Chapman of 8935 Bay Lane in Gainesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Mr. Chapman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a 

maximum occupancy of eight people and six vehicles. He said the vacant property is on a private gravel 

road that he is willing to help maintain and there are homes on both sides of this lot. He explained his 

intentions are to construct a 3000 square home with four bedrooms and three bathrooms that they plan to 

retire to. Mr. Chapman stated he has a rental management company and works in real estate.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

smurphy
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Application of Eric and Jeannie Seleen to request a conditional use permit located at 142 Heavenly 
Ridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-075. Total acreage is 1.32. 
Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 
Family.
The applicant, Eric Seleen of 142 Heavenly Ridge, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 
application. Mr. Seleen explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 
three people and three vehicles on a private road that consists of asphalt, concrete, and gravel that he 
helps to maintain. Mr. Seleen stated he purchased the home in May and it was a short-term rental at one 
point, but the previous owner did not rent it. He said there are four other properties on the road and they 
are all short-term rentals. Mr. Seleen said his full time residence is in Habersham County.
Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 
asked if anyone would like to speak against the application.
Helen Fincher Hardman of 993 Merck Road said she is not against this proposal. She stated that twenty 
years ago, she was involved with the historic preservation through the state and said new homes should 
have a historic look rather than contemporary.
Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 3rd.
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seconding the motion was because the use of the property does not fit into the community and the 

community’s objection to it makes it even more non-fitting for the location.  

Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st.  

 

Application of Jonathan and Madison Riviere to request a conditional use permit located at 45 North 

Fern Cove Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-179. Total acreage is 1.00. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Jonathan Riviere of 45 N Fern Cove, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Riviere did not have anything to add. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st. 

 

Application of Russell Chiodo to request a conditional use permit located at 480 Brown Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 022-142. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Russell Chiodo of 480 Brown Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Chiodo did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Mr. Freeman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st. 

 

Application of Eric and Jeannie Seleen to request a conditional use permit located at 142 Heavenly 

Ridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-075. Total acreage is 1.32. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Eric Seleen of 142 Heavenly Ridge Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Seleen did not have anything to add. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Freeman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st. 

 

Application of Loretta and James Chapman to request a conditional use permit located on Valley 

View Drive, Tract B, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 003-039C. Total acreage is 2.37. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

The applicant, Mr. Chapman of 8935 Bay Lane in Gainesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Mr. Chapman explained that he does not have access to Valley View Drive 

due to no recorded easement and is prepared to access from Harkins Road, to which he showed the board 

members his proposed access. He stated the access would be one mile off Highway 129 on a paved road, 

past a wedding venue, event center, and three RV pads as well as across from an orchard that has events. 

He said the property is over the one-acre requirement, not part of a subdivision, and does not have 

covenants. Mr. Chapman explained he thinks neighbors should be able to do as they see fit with their 

smurphy
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Application of Eric and Jeannie Seleen to request a conditional use permit located at 142 Heavenly 
Ridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 068-075. Total acreage is 1.32. 
Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 
Family.
The applicant, Eric Seleen of 142 Heavenly Ridge Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 
application. Mr. Seleen did not have anything to add.
Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 
Freeman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st.



WHITE COUNTY

Board of Commissioners
Agenda Request Form

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Jude Beckman 2609 Post Road, Cleveland

For Meeting Date: 7/20/2023

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Land Use Application

Submitted By: John Sell

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below:
1.   Application #19946
2.   Public Hearing minutes of 5/30/2023
3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 7/3/2023

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Purpose:
Consider the application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road,
Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place in 
“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.

Background / Summary:
• Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short term rental. The property is not part of a

subdivision. Mr. Beckman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy 
of eight with parking for eight vehicles, though he doubted there would be that many. He said he plans to
self-manage and lives 30 minutes away so he will be the emergency contact. Mr. Beckman stated he has
been doing short-term rentals for ten years, is particular who he rents to, and does not allow parties. He 
said that he originally planned to move into the house, but his father has gotten sick and that changed his 
plans. He wants to rent it in the meantime until he can move permanently. The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the application and the motion passed by unanimous vote.

Department Recommendation:
Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote.

Options:

1



-Agenda Request Form-
• Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application
• Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application.
• Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes   No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):
•

County Manager Comments:
•

2
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Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the application to contact his office to discuss the PRC process.  

 

Request for Preliminary Plat Renewal by James Allison for Big Oak Subdivision on Holiness 

Campground Road. Tax map and parcel is 077-043. Total acreage is 37.00. 

The applicant, James Allison of 175 Eagle Ridge Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

request, adding that a Land Disturbing Activity Permit has already been issued and there have been no 

changes made to the plat. Mr. Allison explained the reason for the renewal request is due to high 

infrastructure costs. When asked if he would start development in the next year, Mr. Allison said he was 

not sure.  

 

Motion to approve the request made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that the renewal is good for 12 months.  

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jude Beckman of 4810 Spout Springs Road in Buford, Georgia, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Mr. Beckman explained the intention was to move to this property, 

but his father had health issues so that has stalled him and he would like to rent it in the meantime. He 

said he lives thirty minutes away and would be the emergency contact.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on July 31st. 

 

Application of Oleksandr Fedoruk to redistrict property located at 648 Will Hambrick Road, Cleveland, 

Georgia, 30528 from A-1 Agriculture Forestry District to R-3 Residential Seasonal District. Tax map and 

parcel 077-059. Total acreage is 11.31. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program and 

rental cabin development. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

A representative, Mark Fedoruk of 648 Will Hambrick Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. Fedoruk explained that he listened to the meeting recording and was able to capture 

three main concerns during the public hearing. The first concern was noise, to which he said the property 

is secluded and the cabins would be built along a wooded area. The second concern was traffic, so he said 

guests would have their own drive up and only one vehicle per cabin. He explained he did not expect too 

much traffic because he does not expect the cabins to be rented all of the time and that his family would 

generate more traffic with their vehicles. He stated the third concern was safety, so he said they plan to 

keep the rental as safe as possible by utilizing a light up driveway and cameras. Mr. Fedoruk stated that 

when his family is not available, they have friends nearby that could be. He stated the long-term vision is 

a wedding venue and plans to rent the cabins in conjunction with the venue.  

 

Motion to recommend denial to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ash and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Ash if he had a reason for 

recommending denial, to which Mr. Ash said not at this point. Mr. Yarbrough said the reason for 
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maximum occupancy has not been determined. He said the covenants allow short-term rentals by their 

interpretation and he received a letter from the homeowner’s association in support, which he gave to Mr. 

Barton for the application file. Mr. Boggs believed there was one other short-term rental in the 

subdivision and one property zoned R-3 Residential Seasonal. He said the property is under contract 

contingent upon approval of the conditional use permit.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Boggs did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Application of Jude M. Beckman to request a conditional use permit located at 2609 Post Road, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 063-038A. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jude Beckman of 2609 Post Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Beckman explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight with parking for eight vehicles, though he doubted there would be that many. He said he plans to 

self-manage and lives 30 minutes away so he will be the emergency contact. Mr. Beckman stated he has 

been doing short-term rentals for ten years, is particular who he rents to, and does not allow parties.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Beckman did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on Monday, June 5th.   

 

Mr. Barton presented proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance pertaining to 

advertising requirements that are consistent with updates in the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law effective 

July 1st, 2023.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment, there was no response. 

 

Mr. Sell presented updates made to the proposed Historic Preservation Overlay Ordinance, including 

changes to verbiage, withdrawal and opt in processes, and owner notification processes. Mr. Sell 

explained the compliance process in regard to steps to be taken by code enforcement should policy not be 

adhered to. He explained the buffer requirements for the affected properties and adjoining landowners. 

Chairman Thomas, Mr. Ackerman, and Mr. Freeman expressed concerns of the rights of the adjoining 

landowners. Mr. Sell stated the map would be finalized after the process for adoption if approved and 

properties are verified.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there was any public comment.  

 

John Erbele of 1037 Joe Black Road, Historic Committee Board Member, stated the intention for the 

ordinance was the least amount of government and some amount of protection. He said not much changed 

from last year, but the committee tried putting something together to keep White County a great place. 
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