
             WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS                       

                                 CALLED MEETING

                MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M.

                                                                                     AGENDA
                           __________________________________________________________________________________

1. Call to order.

2. Consider the land use application filed by Keith Nordan to redistrict property located at 7525 Highway 129 
North Cleveland, Georgia from A-1, Agriculture Forestry District to R-1, Single-Family Residential District. 
Tax map and parcel 004-011. Total acreage is 7.23. 

3. Consider the land use application filed by Jerry Fortenberry to request a conditional use permit at 578 Highway 
356 Helen, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 042B-044. Total acreage is 1.00. The proposed use is to place in short- 
term rental program.

4. Consider approval of a contract for logistic services for deployment of elections equipment through the 2024 
election cycle.

5. Announcements:
•Monday, August 28, 2023 Work Session & Regular Meeting Combined
•Monday, September 4, 2023 County Offices closed in observance of Labor Day – No Meeting

6. Consider entering into Executive Session in order to discuss matters of personnel.

7. Adjourn.
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Redistricting Request from A-1 to R-1 for Keith Nordan, 7525 Hwy 129 N., Cleveland 

 

For Meeting Date: 8/21/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   Application #20063 

2.   Public Hearing minutes of 7/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 8/7/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Keith Nordan to redistrict property located at 7525 Highway 129 N, Cleveland, 

Georgia, 30528 from A-1 Agriculture Forestry District to R-1 Single Family Residential District. Tax map and 

parcel 004-011. Total acreage is 7.23. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting to redistrict property from A-1 to R-1. Mr. Nordan explained that Camp Coleman 

wants to purchase five acres and his daughter will keep the remaining acreage. Mr. Barton explained that, 

due to this not being a family transfer and zoned Agriculture, it would need to be rezoned in order to split 

since it is less than ten acres. Amy Smiler McFarland, Camp Director for URJ Camp Coleman at 201 

Camp Coleman Drive, spoke in favor of the application and stated the camp is interested in purchasing 

this property to keep as a forestry buffer and to help with security of the camp. The Planning Commission 

recommended approval of the application and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 
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 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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Monday, August 7th, 2023 

6:00 pm               

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Dona K. Burke, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, Brad 

Ash, and John Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Motion to approve the minutes of June 26th, 2023 and July 3rd, 2023 made by Mr. Ackerman 

and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of James Allison to request a variance from Section 802 Lot Width and Size for acreage. 

Property is located on Taxiway Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 063A-043. Total 

acreage is 0.19. 

The applicant, James Allison of 175 Eagle Ridge Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Allison explained this is for a hangar lot, not residential, and this request is for plat 

approval. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of James Allison to request a variance for Section 802 Lot Width and Size for acreage. 

Property is located at 202 Aviation Boulevard, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 062-208C. 

Total acreage is 0.185                                                                                                                                                                   

The applicant, James Allison of 175 Eagle Ridge Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Allison explained this is for a hangar lot as well and this request is for plat approval. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ash and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office once the plats were ready to be stamped. 

 

Application of Mark King to request a variance from Section 14-133(K) for RV Park Square Footage 

for a total of 635 square feet. Property is located on 66 Timberview Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Lot 

142 in Brookside Campground. Tax map and parcel is 004E-142.  

The applicant, Mark King of 311 Country Creek Road in Macon, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Mr. King explained the request is to cover a portion of an existing deck. He 

said existing covered square footage is 435 and proposed is 200. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department for a building permit. 

 

Application of Chris Walls to request a variance from Section 601 Access, Section 802 Lot Width and 

Size for acreage, and Section 804 Building Lines for building within a building setback. Property is 

located at 107 Runway Circle, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 063A-028. Total acreage is 

3.04. 

A representative, James Allison of 175 Eagle Ridge Trail, was present on behalf of the applicant. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Allison explained the smaller lots are for hangar lots only, 

the public water is available, and the request is for 5-foot setbacks on all property lines. He said the 
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submitted plan is just a concept drawing, but lots 13A and 13B would be accessed by Runway Circle. 

When asked why a request was made for setbacks on half-acre lots, Mr. Allison explained it is a 

convenience factor that would allow for a larger hangar.  

 

Motion to approve the variances made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representative to contact his office to discuss the development 

process. 

 

Application of Shaun York to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on EDS 

Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 031-108A. Total acreage is 1.98. 

A representative, Kaitlyn York of 320 EDs Drive, was present on behalf of the applicant. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application, adding that it is a mortgage variance that will revert to one tract once the 

mortgage is satisfied. When asked if the plan was to place a new dwelling on the back tract and remove 

the current dwelling once the mortgage is satisfied, Ms. York said yes.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ash and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office.  

 

Application of James Gregg to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Fortner Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 033-046. Total acreage is 1.21. 

The applicant, James Gregg of 43 Lakeside Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Gregg said this is family property. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact Environmental Health for plat approval. 

 

Request for Preliminary Plat Renewal by Chad Knott for Blue Creek Forest Subdivision on Duncan 

Bridge Road. Tax map and parcel is 074-053A. Total acreage is 30.24. 

The applicant, Chad Knott of 233 Moss Creek Point, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Knott explained the process has taken awhile due to costly water lines through the Water 

Authority that led to the need for wells and having to take additional steps through the power company in 

order to get the wells installed. He said the first two wells have passed.  

 

Motion to approve the preliminary plat approval made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Mr. Ash. 

Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office about next steps. 

 

Application of Michael Caudell to request a conditional use permit located at 147 Sara Lane, Sautee 

Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-094. Total acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to 

place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Michael Caudell of 315 Runway Circle, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Caudell did not have anything to add. 
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Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Freeman. Motion carried 5-1 with Mr. Yarbrough opposed. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on August 28th. 

 

Application of Keith Nordan to redistrict property located at 7525 Highway 129 N, Cleveland, Georgia, 

30528 from A-1 Agriculture Forestry District to R-1 Single Family Residential District. Tax map and 

parcel 004-011. Total acreage is 7.23. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Keith Nordon of 7525 Highway 129 N, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Nordon did not have anything to add. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on August 28th. 

 

Application of Jerry Fortenberry to request a conditional use permit located at 578 Highway 356, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-044. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Michael Bogue of Cornelia, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Bogue did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representative of the next meeting on August 

28th.  

 

Application of Judy and Scott Hancock to request a conditional use permit located at 1304 Highway 

17, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 071-009. Total acreage is 16.86. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Judy Hancock of 1302 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hancock said wanted to address what happened last week after the meeting that they 

were unaware of and explained they were appalled to hear false rumors about the property being under 

contract and that the potential buyer wants to build cabins all over property. She said the property is at full 

capacity due to septic. Ms. Hancock said, after consulting with professional counsel, that toxic rumors are 

conjectures and run the risk of influencing commissioners’ decision.  

 

She further clarified the historic cabin had been utilized by missionaries on furlough in exchange for gifts 

and utilized in exchange for help on farm. Regarding the opposition expressed in the Work Session, she 

said Mr. Muir had approached them twice to purchase the farm and he had expressed his opposition of the 

short-term rental to them after the meeting last week. She added that all present were in favor of the 

request during the public hearing and the issue was reopened (during the work session) after they left. Ms. 

Hancock stated their personal residence is on the river, but this cabin is over 1000 feet from the river, 400 

feet from the closest residence on the other side of Highway 17, and 2000 feet from the closest building 

on Mr. Muir’s property.  

 

When asked for clarification on whether the cabin had been rented in exchange for money, Ms. Hancock 

said yes it had been rented for two and a half years and she was unaware of the business license 
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requirement. She verified the taxes had been paid. She also clarified that the property is for sale but is not 

currently under contract and the property is in the flood plain. 

 

Motion to recommend approval of 1304 Highway 17 made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion carried 5-1 with Ms. Dixon opposed. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on August 28th. 

 

Mr. Sell presented the proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to 

provisions for Historic Preservation. 

Ms. Dixon recused herself due to being on the Historic Preservation Committee. 

Mr. Ackerman requested clarification on the buffers and effect on adjacent property owners, to which Mr. 

Sell explained the changes made to address these concerns including sign off requirements and when 

buffers would not apply. Ms. Burke expressed concerns with placing additional restrictions on properties 

and explained that landowners could place restrictions or covenants on their personal property to protect 

it. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there were any recommended changes to the document, there was no response 

from the board. 

Motion to recommend approval as is with the changes was made by Mr. Ackerman. The motion died for 

lack of second. 

Mr. Freeman explained there is a lot of beautiful property in the county that should be protected and there 

are rules and regulations already in place to help protect property from something that might not be a 

good fit. Mr. Freeman made a motion to recommend to the Board of Commissioners not adding this to the 

land use plan. Ms. Burke seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-1 with Mr. Ackerman opposed and Ms. 

Dixon recused.  

 

There was no citizen comment. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous.  
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Monday, July 31st, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Board members present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Dona K. Burke, Charlie Thomas, Brad 

Ash, and John Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd. 

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. 

 

Application of Michael Caudell to request a conditional use permit located at 147 Sara Lane, Sautee 

Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-094. Total acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to 

place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Michael Caudell of 315 Runway Circle, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Caudell explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight people with parking for five to ten vehicles. He said the house had been a short-term rental 

previously and was under the impression it was grandfathered in when he purchased it in March, but 

learned it was not when he went to file for a business license so he blocked out all summer rentals. When 

asked where the nearest full time resident lives, he said the HOA president recently took his property out 

of short-term rental and now resides there full time. Mr. Caudell said he received a letter of support from 

the HOA president, as well, and said he plans to self-manage the rental. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Caudell did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on August 7th. 

 

Application of Keith Nordan to redistrict property located at 7525 Highway 129 N, Cleveland, Georgia, 

30528 from A-1 Agriculture Forestry District to R-1 Single Family Residential District. Tax map and 

parcel 004-011. Total acreage is 7.23. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Keith Nordan of 7423 Highway 129 North, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Nordan explained that Camp Coleman wants to purchase five acres and his daughter will 

keep the remaining acreage. Mr. Barton explained that, due to this not being a family transfer and zoned 

Agriculture, it would need to be rezoned in order to split since it is less than ten acres. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

Amy Smiler McFarland, Camp Director for URJ Camp Coleman at 201 Camp Coleman Drive, stated the 

camp is interested in purchasing this property to keep as a forestry buffer and to help with security of the 

camp.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. 

Nordan did not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the 

applicant of the next meeting on August 7th. 
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Application of Jerry Fortenberry to request a conditional use permit located at 578 Highway 356, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-044. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jerry Fortenberry of 2210 Village Pool Road in Quantico, VA, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Mr. Fortenberry explained the proposed short-term rental would have 

a maximum occupancy of four people in the two bedroom/one bathroom home with parking for four to 

five vehicles, but he plans to limit parking to two or three vehicles on the private driveway. He explained 

that he purchased the home in 2021 and recently found out about the tax licensing requirements. He said 

he is military and the short-term rental would provide his family with a place to stay while renting it to 

offset costs. Mr. Fortenberry said he plans to self-manage through AirBnB with his brother-in-law as the 

local contact 15 minutes away, that he has rented it since owning without issues, and outlined his rental 

policies. When asked if there are any neighbors, he said there is one across the street and they may be 

pursuing short-term rental as well. Mr. Ackerman asked him if he had any policies for firearms in place, 

to which Mr. Fortenberry said he would add to his rental policies that no firearms could be fired.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Fortenberry did 

not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the 

next meeting on August 7th. 

 

Application of Judy and Scott Hancock to request a conditional use permit located at 1304 Highway 

17, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 071-009. Total acreage is 16.86. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Judy Hancock of 1304 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hancock said the short-term rental has a maximum occupancy of two people and 

outlined her rental policies. She explained the rental is an 1844 cabin where couples can come to enjoy 

the farm experience and unplug since there are not amenities like Wi-Fi or television, adding that her farm 

is open to the public and they has hosted tours. She said she has owned the cabin for 16 years, has been 

renting it short-term for two and a half years without issues or complaints from neighbors, and self-

manages the rental through AirBnB. When asked if she was notified by the county for not being in 

compliance, Ms. Hancock said yes and that she was unaware of the permit or business license 

requirement. She said they live on the property and are very aware of what goes on with the guests. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

Teressa Holtzclaw of 72 Greear Lane in Helen explained the cabin was previously a rustic cabin furniture 

store without heat and only the log framing. She said the Hancocks completely finished out the cabin and 

turned it into the perfect AirBnB to “unplug” without services like Wi-Fi or television. She explained it is 

separated from the neighborhood, has a pristine setting, and is near the river.  

 

Tim Tinius of 1321 Highway 17 said he was not opposed, but wanted to know if this would allow the 

owners to have multiple cabins on the property. Mr. Tinius said he is for them doing this short-term rental 

but is against a rental cabin development. Chairman Thomas explained the applicants would have to come 

back for approval for anything else through the county. 
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Scott Hancock of 1304 Highway 17 said they have no intentions for development and are limited on 

space for septic. He said he built the cabin wanting to do a country clinic, but learned that would be 

commercial with additional requirements and gave it to others that could use it. Mr. Hancock said they 

want to be good neighbors, which is why they have policies such as no more than two cars and no guests.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on August 7th. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit Request for STR for Jerry Fortenberry 578 Hwy 356, Helen 

 

For Meeting Date: 8/21/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   Application #20064 

2.   Public Hearing minutes of 7/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting minutes of 8/7/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Jerry Fortenberry to request a conditional use permit located at 578 Highway 356, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-044. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place in “Short 

Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short term rental. Mr. Fortenberry, who lives in 

Quantico, Va, explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of four people 

in the two bedroom/one bathroom home with parking for four to five vehicles, but he plans to limit parking 

to two or three vehicles on the private driveway. He explained that he purchased the home in 2021 and 

recently found out about the tax licensing requirements. He said he is in the military (Marines) and the 

short-term rental would provide his family with a place to stay while renting it to offset costs. Mr. 

Fortenberry said he plans to self-manage through AirBnB with his brother-in-law as the local contact 15 

minutes away, that he has rented it since owning without issues, and outlined his rental policies. When 

asked if there are any neighbors, he said there is one across the street and they may be pursuing short-term 

rental as well. Mr. Ackerman asked him if he had any policies for firearms in place, to which Mr. 

Fortenberry said he would add to his rental policies that no firearms could be fired.  The Planning 

Commission recommended approval of the application and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 
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Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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Monday, August 7th, 2023 

6:00 pm               

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Dona K. Burke, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, Brad 

Ash, and John Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Motion to approve the minutes of June 26th, 2023 and July 3rd, 2023 made by Mr. Ackerman 

and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of James Allison to request a variance from Section 802 Lot Width and Size for acreage. 

Property is located on Taxiway Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 063A-043. Total 

acreage is 0.19. 

The applicant, James Allison of 175 Eagle Ridge Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Allison explained this is for a hangar lot, not residential, and this request is for plat 

approval. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. 

 

Application of James Allison to request a variance for Section 802 Lot Width and Size for acreage. 

Property is located at 202 Aviation Boulevard, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 062-208C. 

Total acreage is 0.185                                                                                                                                                                   

The applicant, James Allison of 175 Eagle Ridge Trail, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Allison explained this is for a hangar lot as well and this request is for plat approval. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ash and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office once the plats were ready to be stamped. 

 

Application of Mark King to request a variance from Section 14-133(K) for RV Park Square Footage 

for a total of 635 square feet. Property is located on 66 Timberview Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Lot 

142 in Brookside Campground. Tax map and parcel is 004E-142.  

The applicant, Mark King of 311 Country Creek Road in Macon, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Mr. King explained the request is to cover a portion of an existing deck. He 

said existing covered square footage is 435 and proposed is 200. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact the Building Department for a building permit. 

 

Application of Chris Walls to request a variance from Section 601 Access, Section 802 Lot Width and 

Size for acreage, and Section 804 Building Lines for building within a building setback. Property is 

located at 107 Runway Circle, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 063A-028. Total acreage is 

3.04. 

A representative, James Allison of 175 Eagle Ridge Trail, was present on behalf of the applicant. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Allison explained the smaller lots are for hangar lots only, 

the public water is available, and the request is for 5-foot setbacks on all property lines. He said the 
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submitted plan is just a concept drawing, but lots 13A and 13B would be accessed by Runway Circle. 

When asked why a request was made for setbacks on half-acre lots, Mr. Allison explained it is a 

convenience factor that would allow for a larger hangar.  

 

Motion to approve the variances made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representative to contact his office to discuss the development 

process. 

 

Application of Shaun York to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on EDS 

Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 031-108A. Total acreage is 1.98. 

A representative, Kaitlyn York of 320 EDs Drive, was present on behalf of the applicant. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application, adding that it is a mortgage variance that will revert to one tract once the 

mortgage is satisfied. When asked if the plan was to place a new dwelling on the back tract and remove 

the current dwelling once the mortgage is satisfied, Ms. York said yes.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ash and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office.  

 

Application of James Gregg to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Fortner Lane, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 033-046. Total acreage is 1.21. 

The applicant, James Gregg of 43 Lakeside Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Gregg said this is family property. 

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact Environmental Health for plat approval. 

 

Request for Preliminary Plat Renewal by Chad Knott for Blue Creek Forest Subdivision on Duncan 

Bridge Road. Tax map and parcel is 074-053A. Total acreage is 30.24. 

The applicant, Chad Knott of 233 Moss Creek Point, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Knott explained the process has taken awhile due to costly water lines through the Water 

Authority that led to the need for wells and having to take additional steps through the power company in 

order to get the wells installed. He said the first two wells have passed.  

 

Motion to approve the preliminary plat approval made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Mr. Ash. 

Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact his office about next steps. 

 

Application of Michael Caudell to request a conditional use permit located at 147 Sara Lane, Sautee 

Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-094. Total acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to 

place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Michael Caudell of 315 Runway Circle, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Caudell did not have anything to add. 
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Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Freeman. Motion carried 5-1 with Mr. Yarbrough opposed. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on August 28th. 

 

Application of Keith Nordan to redistrict property located at 7525 Highway 129 N, Cleveland, Georgia, 

30528 from A-1 Agriculture Forestry District to R-1 Single Family Residential District. Tax map and 

parcel 004-011. Total acreage is 7.23. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Keith Nordon of 7525 Highway 129 N, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Nordon did not have anything to add. 

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Freeman and seconded by 

Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on August 28th. 

 

Application of Jerry Fortenberry to request a conditional use permit located at 578 Highway 356, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-044. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Michael Bogue of Cornelia, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Bogue did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the representative of the next meeting on August 

28th.  

 

Application of Judy and Scott Hancock to request a conditional use permit located at 1304 Highway 

17, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 071-009. Total acreage is 16.86. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Judy Hancock of 1302 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hancock said wanted to address what happened last week after the meeting that they 

were unaware of and explained they were appalled to hear false rumors about the property being under 

contract and that the potential buyer wants to build cabins all over property. She said the property is at full 

capacity due to septic. Ms. Hancock said, after consulting with professional counsel, that toxic rumors are 

conjectures and run the risk of influencing commissioners’ decision.  

 

She further clarified the historic cabin had been utilized by missionaries on furlough in exchange for gifts 

and utilized in exchange for help on farm. Regarding the opposition expressed in the Work Session, she 

said Mr. Muir had approached them twice to purchase the farm and he had expressed his opposition of the 

short-term rental to them after the meeting last week. She added that all present were in favor of the 

request during the public hearing and the issue was reopened (during the work session) after they left. Ms. 

Hancock stated their personal residence is on the river, but this cabin is over 1000 feet from the river, 400 

feet from the closest residence on the other side of Highway 17, and 2000 feet from the closest building 

on Mr. Muir’s property.  

 

When asked for clarification on whether the cabin had been rented in exchange for money, Ms. Hancock 

said yes it had been rented for two and a half years and she was unaware of the business license 
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requirement. She verified the taxes had been paid. She also clarified that the property is for sale but is not 

currently under contract and the property is in the flood plain. 

 

Motion to recommend approval of 1304 Highway 17 made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion carried 5-1 with Ms. Dixon opposed. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on August 28th. 

 

Mr. Sell presented the proposed amendments to the White County Land Use Ordinance related to 

provisions for Historic Preservation. 

Ms. Dixon recused herself due to being on the Historic Preservation Committee. 

Mr. Ackerman requested clarification on the buffers and effect on adjacent property owners, to which Mr. 

Sell explained the changes made to address these concerns including sign off requirements and when 

buffers would not apply. Ms. Burke expressed concerns with placing additional restrictions on properties 

and explained that landowners could place restrictions or covenants on their personal property to protect 

it. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if there were any recommended changes to the document, there was no response 

from the board. 

Motion to recommend approval as is with the changes was made by Mr. Ackerman. The motion died for 

lack of second. 

Mr. Freeman explained there is a lot of beautiful property in the county that should be protected and there 

are rules and regulations already in place to help protect property from something that might not be a 

good fit. Mr. Freeman made a motion to recommend to the Board of Commissioners not adding this to the 

land use plan. Ms. Burke seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-1 with Mr. Ackerman opposed and Ms. 

Dixon recused.  

 

There was no citizen comment. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous.  
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Monday, July 31st, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Board members present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Dona K. Burke, Charlie Thomas, Brad 

Ash, and John Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd. 

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. 

 

Application of Michael Caudell to request a conditional use permit located at 147 Sara Lane, Sautee 

Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-094. Total acreage is 0.927. Proposed use is to 

place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Michael Caudell of 315 Runway Circle, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Caudell explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum occupancy of 

eight people with parking for five to ten vehicles. He said the house had been a short-term rental 

previously and was under the impression it was grandfathered in when he purchased it in March, but 

learned it was not when he went to file for a business license so he blocked out all summer rentals. When 

asked where the nearest full time resident lives, he said the HOA president recently took his property out 

of short-term rental and now resides there full time. Mr. Caudell said he received a letter of support from 

the HOA president, as well, and said he plans to self-manage the rental. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Caudell did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on August 7th. 

 

Application of Keith Nordan to redistrict property located at 7525 Highway 129 N, Cleveland, Georgia, 

30528 from A-1 Agriculture Forestry District to R-1 Single Family Residential District. Tax map and 

parcel 004-011. Total acreage is 7.23. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Keith Nordan of 7423 Highway 129 North, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Nordan explained that Camp Coleman wants to purchase five acres and his daughter will 

keep the remaining acreage. Mr. Barton explained that, due to this not being a family transfer and zoned 

Agriculture, it would need to be rezoned in order to split since it is less than ten acres. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

Amy Smiler McFarland, Camp Director for URJ Camp Coleman at 201 Camp Coleman Drive, stated the 

camp is interested in purchasing this property to keep as a forestry buffer and to help with security of the 

camp.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. 

Nordan did not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the 

applicant of the next meeting on August 7th. 
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Application of Jerry Fortenberry to request a conditional use permit located at 578 Highway 356, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-044. Total acreage is 1.00. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jerry Fortenberry of 2210 Village Pool Road in Quantico, VA, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Mr. Fortenberry explained the proposed short-term rental would have 

a maximum occupancy of four people in the two bedroom/one bathroom home with parking for four to 

five vehicles, but he plans to limit parking to two or three vehicles on the private driveway. He explained 

that he purchased the home in 2021 and recently found out about the tax licensing requirements. He said 

he is military and the short-term rental would provide his family with a place to stay while renting it to 

offset costs. Mr. Fortenberry said he plans to self-manage through AirBnB with his brother-in-law as the 

local contact 15 minutes away, that he has rented it since owning without issues, and outlined his rental 

policies. When asked if there are any neighbors, he said there is one across the street and they may be 

pursuing short-term rental as well. Mr. Ackerman asked him if he had any policies for firearms in place, 

to which Mr. Fortenberry said he would add to his rental policies that no firearms could be fired.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Fortenberry did 

not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the 

next meeting on August 7th. 

 

Application of Judy and Scott Hancock to request a conditional use permit located at 1304 Highway 

17, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 071-009. Total acreage is 16.86. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Judy Hancock of 1304 Highway 17, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Hancock said the short-term rental has a maximum occupancy of two people and 

outlined her rental policies. She explained the rental is an 1844 cabin where couples can come to enjoy 

the farm experience and unplug since there are not amenities like Wi-Fi or television, adding that her farm 

is open to the public and they has hosted tours. She said she has owned the cabin for 16 years, has been 

renting it short-term for two and a half years without issues or complaints from neighbors, and self-

manages the rental through AirBnB. When asked if she was notified by the county for not being in 

compliance, Ms. Hancock said yes and that she was unaware of the permit or business license 

requirement. She said they live on the property and are very aware of what goes on with the guests. 

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

Teressa Holtzclaw of 72 Greear Lane in Helen explained the cabin was previously a rustic cabin furniture 

store without heat and only the log framing. She said the Hancocks completely finished out the cabin and 

turned it into the perfect AirBnB to “unplug” without services like Wi-Fi or television. She explained it is 

separated from the neighborhood, has a pristine setting, and is near the river.  

 

Tim Tinius of 1321 Highway 17 said he was not opposed, but wanted to know if this would allow the 

owners to have multiple cabins on the property. Mr. Tinius said he is for them doing this short-term rental 

but is against a rental cabin development. Chairman Thomas explained the applicants would have to come 

back for approval for anything else through the county. 
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Scott Hancock of 1304 Highway 17 said they have no intentions for development and are limited on 

space for septic. He said he built the cabin wanting to do a country clinic, but learned that would be 

commercial with additional requirements and gave it to others that could use it. Mr. Hancock said they 

want to be good neighbors, which is why they have policies such as no more than two cars and no guests.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on August 7th. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. Motion was unanimous.  



                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  Consideration to enter into contract for Services (Election Equipment Moving) 

For Meeting Date: 8/21/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Contract / IGA 

Submitted By: Jody Davis 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   Men on the Move Contract for servicest 
2.
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
The White County Supervisor of Elections has negotiated a contract in collaboration with and drafted by the 
County Attorney for moving services of election equipment during elections. The contract calls for the equipment 
to be delivered the Monday before an election and picked up and returned to the Election's Office on Wednesday 
after the elections. 

Background / Summary:  
 The previous vendor was not considered reliable and was unwilling to enter into a commercial contract 

for services. This contract will continue unless cancelled through the 2024 Presidential Election Cycle. 



 Department Recommendation:  
 Supervisor Davis recommends approval of this contract 

Options:  
 Approve the vendor contract  
 Deny the vendor 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 



Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  


County Manager Comments:   









