
              WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                     WORK SESSION & CALLED MEETING  

                 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2023 AT 4:30 P.M. 

                                                AGENDA 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Call to Order.  

 

2. Recognition of the White County Recreation Department being named Georgia Recreation & Parks 

Association 7th District Agency of the Year.  

 

3. Consider the land use application filed by April James to redistrict property located at 964 Rabun Road 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia from R-1 Residential Single-Family District and C-1 Community 

Commercial District to C-2 Highway Business District. Tax map and parcel 071-147A. Total acreage is 

22.17. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single-Family District and C-1 Community Commercial 

District. 

 

4. Consider the land use application filed by Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property 

located at 0 Hwy 115 East Cleveland, Georgia from R-1 Residential Single-Family District to C-2 

Highway Business District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single-Family District. 

 

5. Consider the land use application filed by Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit at 360 

Miners Mountain Road Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 

2.98. The proposed use is to place in a short-term rental program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential 

Single-Family. 

 

6. Consider the land use application filed by Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit at 1071 

Myra Branch Road Helen, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. The proposed 

use is to place in a short-term rental program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

 

7. Consider the land use application filed by Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located 

at 2227 Highway 17 Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 

Residential Single-Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. 

Total acreage is 0.93. The proposed use is to place in a short-term rental program. Present zoning is C-1 

Community Commercial District. 

 

8. Consider the land use application filed by Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located 

at 2229 Highway 17 Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 

Residential Single-Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. 

Total acreage is 0.93. The proposed use is to place in a short-term rental program. Present zoning is C-1 

Community Commercial District. 

 

9. Consider the land use application filed by Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit at 183 

Patrick Lane Helen, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. The proposed use is to 

place in a short-term rental program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

 

 



10. Consider the land use application filed by Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit at 

4564 Highway 255 South Cleveland, Georgia. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. The 

proposed use is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry 

District. 

 

11. Consider entering into a contract with McCormick Solutions for analysis of the CAMA (Computer 

Assisted Mass Appraisal) data to improve the sales ratio with the Georgia Department of Audits and 

Accounts. 

 

12. Consider approval of the 2024 LMIG (Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant) grant application 

through GDOT (Georgia Department of Transportation).  

 

13. Consider approval of the purchase of two (2) Certificates of Deposit based on quotes received.  

 

14. Review of the December 4, 2023 Regular Meeting Agenda.  

 

15. Announcements:  

• Monday, December 4, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.: Regular Meeting + Public Hearing (Proposed Changes to 

County Code Chapter 16, Short-Term Rental Host License) 

• Tuesday, December 11, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.: Called Meeting 

• Thursday, December 14 at 9:00 a.m.: Called Meeting 

• Monday, January 8, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. Regular Meeting  

 

16. Adjourn.  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Rezone property from R-1 and C-1 to C-2 for April James, Lucille's Mountain Top Inn, 964 Rabun 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20270 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/30/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of April James to redistrict property located at 964 Rabun Road Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from R-1 Residential Single Family District and C-1 Community Commercial District to C-2 

Highway Business District. Tax map and parcel 071-147A. Total acreage is 22.17. Present zoning is R-1 

Residential Single Family District and C-1 Community Commercial District.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting to rezone the property from R-1 Single Family Residential and C-1 Community 

Commercial to C-2 Highway Business District to bring the property into conformance. Ms. James 

explained that she is making the request to help lower insurance costs due to limited insurance options 

from being classified as an inn. She would like to be classified as a boutique hotel with a spa which falls 

under the C-2 zoning. She has future plans to move the spa to add an additional room and also acquired 

the adhacent property to allow for septic options that does not include pumping. Steve Smith, contractor 

for Ms. James, explained C-2 is the only option because R-3 does not allow for the spa and the current 

zoning of R-1 and C-1 does not allow for the hotel or spa. He said the new spa would by approximately 

3,000 square feet, which is larger than the current 600-sq. foot spa. Ms. James had clients and other 

speakers in favor of the application because of the quality of the business. There were 6 speakers in 

opposition, and more in line, and approximately 80 people in opposition to the application. Much of the 

opposition had to do with traffic on Rabun Road and Bean Creek Road, which are not wide enough. April 

Riley says the traffic to Lucille's impacts her driveway. She also questioned why C-2 when R-3 was an 

option and she and others also questioned the insurance issue. Others questioned the size of the expansion 

over 22 acres. Others were concerned with the C-2 zoning and what that might mean with future owners. 

Mr. Smith offered rebuttal about the size of expansion and also noted that part of the property is under 

Mountain Protection. In the regular meeting, Ms. James offered to limit the zoning request to items 33 

Health Spa, item 36 Hotel, Motel and other lodging type inns and item 58 Tourist shops, retail, dining, 
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services, winery tasting rooms and outdoor recreation. She said those uses currently exist and she wants 

to keep those. The other 95% of the uses in C-2 would not apply. The Planning Commission recommended 

approval of the application as requested, without conditions, and the motion passed by 4-2 vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by 4-2 vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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Mercedes Dodd

From: Harry Barton
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 3:17 PM
To: Mercedes Dodd
Subject: FW: Lucille's Mountain Top Inn Re-zoning Request

fyi 
 

From: HenryandAnn Tipton   
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 1:58 PM 
To: Harry Barton <hbarton@WhiteCounty.net> 
Subject: Lucille's Mountain Top Inn Re-zoning Request 
 

[ EXTERNAL SENDER - PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY ] 

I was standing in line to address the Planning Commission when the comments were cut off. No one who got to speak 
mentioned the concern I was going to raise:light pollution.  
 
Lucille's Mountain Top Inn is in my view corridor. It has been a good neighbor with subtle indoor lighting. If the 
request is approved, please place restrictions on this or subsequent owners to avoid light pollution, which has been 
shown to affect the entire ecosystem. 
 
When dark areas are artificially lit in the night, wildlife (mammals, birds, insects, reptiles and amphibians) foraging 
areas and habits, breeding cycles and migration are harmed. 
 
Humans exposed to artificial light where the night was previously dark have reduced melatonin production which can 
lead to sleep deprivation, fatigue (often a cause of accidents), higher rates of hormone-related cancers (prostate and 
breast) and other problems. 
 
Please consider this at your planning session today. Thank you for your attention. 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  
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Application of Steve and Kathy Schmidt to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is 

located at 43 Thornblade Trail, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 017-094B. Total acreage is 

1.33. 

The applicants, Steven and Kathy Schmidt of 5050 Highway 129 North in Cleveland, were present. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application, adding that the short-term rental application will be in 

November but the current request is to move the access. The applicants did not have anything to add.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Barton advised the applicants that he would contact them when the plat was ready for pickup.  

 

Application of David Allen to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on Goat 

Neck Road, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 073-0156 & 073-157, Tracts 2 & 4. Total 

acreage is 5.31. 

The applicant, David and wife Mindy Allen of 1336 Goat Neck Road, was present. Mr. Allen confirmed 

that all tracts are for children.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by Mr. Ash. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant to contact Environmental Health for plat approval. 

 

Application of Eddie Hood to request a variance from Section 601 Access. Property is located on 

Surveyors Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30528. Tax map and parcel is 004-106. Total acreage is 24.09.  

The applicant, Eddie Hood of 153 Surveyors Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Hood said the purpose is to give property to children and to make a will.  

 

Motion to approve the variance made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Yarbrough. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant that he would contact him when the plat was ready for 

pickup.  

 

Application of April James to redistrict property located at 964 Rabun Road Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from R-1 Residential Single Family District and C-1 Community Commercial District to 

C-2 Highway Business District. Tax map and parcel 071-147A. Total acreage is 22.17. Present zoning is 

R-1 Residential Single Family District and C-1 Community Commercial District. 

The applicant, April James of 1019 Preacher Campbell Road in Clarkesville, GA, and her representative, 

Steve Smith of 145 Youngsmith Road in Cleveland, were present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Mr. Smith said the initial zoning was not correct and they feel that in the best interest of the 

county and peace in the valley that they would be willing to relinquish many of the legal rights, 95.2% of 

the permitted uses, while retaining unfettered right to pursue only the other 4.8%. 

Ms. James said permitted uses #33, #36, and #58 of Section 1402 are all already are there and that she 

wants to keep what they are.  

 

Motion to recommend approval as has been requested as to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. 

Dixon and seconded by Mr. Freeman. Mr. Ackerman requested to add conditions. Chairman Thomas 

explained the board would vote on this motion to see where it goes and if it fails then the board could 
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make another motion . Motion carried by a 4-2 majority, with Mr. Ackerman and Mr. Yarbrough in 

opposition. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 16th at 9am. 

 

Application of Vincenu Visuti to redistrict property located at 16 Windy Acres Road, Cleveland, 

Georgia, 30528 from R-3 Residential Seasonal District to R-2 Residential Multi-Family District. Tax map 

and parcel 045B-057. Total acreage is 1.98. Present zoning is R-3 Residential Seasonal District. 

The applicant, Vincenu Visuti of 3447 Hwy 255 N in Sautee Nacoochee, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Mr. Visuti explained that he plans to withdraw this request to R-2 so he can 

reapply for the special use permit, but wants to proceed with the recommendation without losing the R-3 

zoning. Mr. Barton clarified that this request is for R-3 to R-2 and would also need a conditional use 

permit for group homes.  

 

Motion to recommend denial to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke based on she does not 

think it is a good location for what he is requesting. Mr. Yarbrough seconded the motion. Motion was 

unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 16th at 9am. 

 

Application of Frank Liesen to request a conditional use permit located at 91 Small Pond Drive, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 060D-039. Total acreage is 5.09. Proposed use is to place 

in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

Mr. Yarbrough abstained from the next two applications due to his connection with Truett McConnell 

College, which is Mr. Liesen’s employer. 

The applicant, Frank Liesen of 89 Small Pond Drive, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. When asked what his plans for the home being a permanent residence, Mr. Liesen said this is 

a place for retirement, but he does not know when that would be. He said his son would be there for at 

least two years and they anticipate being there a long time with possible missions in Germany. He said 

someone would be designated to oversee the rental when his son is not there and he is in Germany. Mr. 

Liesen said they could live in one home and manage the other that would be rented to fund missionary 

stays since those would be no charge. He said the purpose of the short-term rental is only to finance and 

pay the dues to run it for missionaries to stay there. He said he plans to have missionaries stay there the 

majority of the time, but it depends on financially how it will work since there is a mortgage on the home 

and they would need to pay housekeepers and taxes. In reference to the road, he said he will reach out to 

the neighbors and that he is willing to contribute financially as well as contribute labor.  

 

Motion to recommend denial to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke based on covenants 

recorded and placed on the property in 1971. She explained Mr. Liesen purchased Tracts 1, 9, and 10, 

with Tract 1 being divided into two tracts. She presented the plat and covenants, citing verbiage from the 

covenants stating “no activities should be carried on said land which would contribute to unreasonable 

and substantial interference with the use and enjoyment of the land by the residential owners.” She stated 

too many people have said they do not want it and people are knocking on their doors looking for the 

rental that is supposed to come through the winery.  

Ms. Dixon seconded the motion. The motion carried by a 4-1 majority with Mr. Ackerman opposed and 

Mr. Yarbrough abstained. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 16th at 9am. 

 

smurphy
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The applicant, Susan Cabrera 3377 Town Creek Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Cabrera explained the short-term rental has a maximum occupancy of four people and 

plenty room for parking, though four vehicles is the most she has had. She explained the property was 

part of an estate that was divided into eight parcels, but she owns two lots and received letters from the 

neighbors on both sides of her property and one additional property owner. Ms. Cabrera stated that she 

has been renting the home and was not aware of regulations until she received a letter from the county, at 

which point she immediately paid the licensing fees but was already paying the hotel/motel taxes. She 

said she has not had any complaints in the time she has been renting the property short-term and plans to 

keep the front parcel as natural space. Ms. Cabrera said the emergency contact is the next-door neighbor 

who also manages the grounds.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Cabrera did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of April James to redistrict property located at 964 Rabun Road Sautee Nacoochee, 

Georgia, 30571 from R-1 Residential Single Family District and C-1 Community Commercial District to 

C-2 Highway Business District. Tax map and parcel 071-147A. Total acreage is 22.17. Present zoning is 

R-1 Residential Single Family District and C-1 Community Commercial District. 

The applicant, April James of 1019 Preacher Campbell Road in Clarkesville, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Ms. James presented documentation to the board members and 

explained her business, Lucille’s Mountain Top Inn, supports local businesses, roads, and provides 

employment. She said the requested zoning is to help lower insurance costs due to limited insurance 

options from being classified as an inn, so the change would allow her to be considered a boutique hotel. 

She explained that she is looking to preserve the environment by improving her septic location that would 

keep from needing a pump station. She said she plans one day to move the existing spa onto the new lot, 

as well, and that would allow her to gain one additional room since the spa is currently between two 

rooms. In total, she said there are 14 rooms currently. Ms. James stated that she believes the property was 

zoned incorrectly and is better suited for C-2 based on permitted items #33 “Health clubs and spas” and 

#36 “Hotels, motels and other lodging type inns” in the White County Code.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

Steve Smith of 145 Youngsmith Road in Cleveland, and contractor for Ms. James, explained that R-3 

zoning does not have spa as a permitted use. He said the inn was built in 2001 and has been operating as 

such since then. He said C-1 would not allow the existing businesses, to which he referenced the White 

County Code Articles XIII and XIV for C-2 Highway Business District. He explained that the site plan 

shows moving the spa to newly adjoined land, which would be free standing at approximately 3000 

square feet with a disturbed area of 25000 square feet at four percent of total land area. He said there are 

not architectural plans drawn yet for the structure so his numbers are approximate. He explained the 

existing spa is a few hundred square feet and the room to be added would be about 600 square feet. In 

reference to increased traffic, he said it should not be impacted because outside visitors are currently 

allowed to access the spa. 
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Katherine Bopper of 3670 Poinciana Ave, Miami, Florida, said she has been a regular visitor of the inn 

for the last three years and as a writer, she gets inspiration from observing the mountain top. She said Ms. 

James runs a fabulous business and cares about the business, adding that Ms. James wants to keep charm 

and quaintness and not change anything.  

Patty Apostolakos of 972 Sautee Woods Trail, Sautee Nacoochee, GA said she visits the inn when her 

friend stays there and the people who visit are precise, kind, not messy, no loud parties, and has 

everything catered to them which gives the inn a great reputation. Ms. Apostolakos said there needs to be 

a bigger spa because a lot of people and locals that go up there, but Ms. James does not want to cut down 

more trees than she has too.   

Karen Thomas of 23 Autumn Lane, Cleveland, GA said she is the current president of the Georgia 

Mountain Lakes Realtor Association and recommends Lucille’s Mountain Top to clients and has used the 

spa personally. She said she is appreciative of the setting and scenery, and it is an asset to the community 

for those looking for a place to stay or are new to the area. She said the association is in favor of the 

application.  

Steve Smith read a letter from an immediate neighbor, Harold Burke of 401 and 479 Dormatory Hill 

Drive, Sautee Nacoochee, GA expressing support.  

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application. 

Michael Jones of 1591 Gold Valley Road, on behalf of Gold Valley, Summit homeowners association, 

said he is not questioning the zoning change but he anticipates something happening in near future that 

will impact the community and road bed. He said they have been experiencing a lot of traffic on Rabun 

Road and Bean Creek, and Rabun Road is not wide enough.  

Lynn Donehoo of 1362 Gold Valley Road provided a petition to the board members. She said she moved 

here from South Carolina because of traffic. Ms. Donehoo said once the zoning is changed to commercial, 

then anyone else can use as ammunition against the community. She said the views are worth saving and 

once green space is gone, you cannot get it back. When asked if there has been an issue since she has 

moved there, she responded that there has not.  

April Riley of 36 Blue Aster Place said she is directly across from business sign. She said C-1 and C-2 are 

not the only options because R-3 also allows for Bed and Breakfasts. She said her driveway is in constant 

repair because of people turning around in her driveway because of GPS issues. She said Ms. James does 

not need certification to be called a boutique hotel and asked why they want to add two septic areas if 

only adding one more small building. She said concerning insurance, there are more options that depend 

on if the fire department can get up there and said the driveway is very narrow and long. She expressed 

concerns of traffic for walking up and down the road and she understands about expansion and wanting to 

bring more tourists, but what about the people that live there.  

Karen Berzsenyi of 71 Miners Mountain Road referenced an article in the newspaper that said the sole 

reason for the request was due to insurance. She said she reached out to her insurance contact who said no 

one looks at zoning when looking at insurance for businesses. She referenced Section 1300 of the White 

County Code for C-1 Community and read the purpose of the district, as well as the purpose for Section 

1400 for C-2 Highway Business. She said the difference is regional versus community level and it relies 
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on highway-oriented passengers by traffic. Ms. Berzsenyi said expressed concerns of the large acreage 

increase and referenced numbers for bed and breakfasts. She requested a condition be placed on the 

application.   

Stephen Hamrick of 3055 Bean Creek expressed a concern for the precedence that will be set and 

expansion. He said he has no issue with what they are doing now.  

Stella Hatcher, maiden name Trammel, of 124 Modoc Drive in Cornelia, GA, said her family owns 

property on Rabun Road and she owns property along Blue Aster. She requested the board consider not 

changing for commercial use and that she understands trying to increase business, but as a community 

lover, she asks that they not approve it.  

Chairman Thomas asked Ms. James if she had anything to add. 

Mr. Smith said many of the concerns were due to a flyer for a 22-acre hotel development. He said there 

are codes and the mountain protection act, rules and regulations to prevent what people are imagining. He 

described the regulations for mountain protections, such as structures cannot be over 40 feet tall, slope 

and tree diameter restrictions. Regarding green space, he said green space is what makes Lucille’s what it 

is. He said she purchased the additional land to protect the integrity and beauty of forest and it is his 

understanding that the former owner of Lucille’s lobbied for the paving of Rabun Road and after a visit 

from Code Enforcement regarding dirt on the road. He said the zoning does not affect insurance since it is 

the definition. He referenced permitted uses for C-1 and said Lucille’s use would keep it from being one 

of those. 

Ms. James said their goal is to do what is right for the community and for Lucille’s, and to keep it 

beautiful for the serenity of her guests.  

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

6th.  

Application of Jim Patton to request a conditional use permit located at 24 Luke Road, Cleveland, 

Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 061-146N. Total acreage is 1.50. Proposed use is to place in “Short 

Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Jim Patton of 675 Mountain Meadows Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. Patton explained the proposed short-term rental is still under construction, but would 

have a maximum occupancy of six people and adequate parking for six people. He said they have not 

decided if they will self-manage, but will probably go through an agency. When asked if he had 

experience with short-term rentals, he said no. Mr. Patton said the closest residence is roughly 300 feet 

away.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Patton did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  
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on highway-oriented passengers by traffic. Ms. Berzsenyi said expressed concerns of the large acreage 
increase and referenced numbers for bed and breakfasts. She requested a condition be placed on the 
application.
Stephen Hamrick of 3055 Bean Creek expressed a concern for the precedence that will be set and 
expansion. He said he has no issue with what they are doing now.
Stella Hatcher, maiden name Trammel, of 124 Modoc Drive in Cornelia, GA, said her family owns 
property on Rabun Road and she owns property along Blue Aster. She requested the board consider not 
changing for commercial use and that she understands trying to increase business, but as a community 
lover, she asks that they not approve it.
Chairman Thomas asked Ms. James if she had anything to add.
Mr. Smith said many of the concerns were due to a flyer for a 22-acre hotel development. He said there 
are codes and the mountain protection act, rules and regulations to prevent what people are imagining. He 
described the regulations for mountain protections, such as structures cannot be over 40 feet tall, slope 
and tree diameter restrictions. Regarding green space, he said green space is what makes Lucille’s what it 
is. He said she purchased the additional land to protect the integrity and beauty of forest and it is his 
understanding that the former owner of Lucille’s lobbied for the paving of Rabun Road and after a visit 
from Code Enforcement regarding dirt on the road. He said the zoning does not affect insurance since it is 
the definition. He referenced permitted uses for C-1 and said Lucille’s use would keep it from being one 
of those.
Ms. James said their goal is to do what is right for the community and for Lucille’s, and to keep it 
beautiful for the serenity of her guests.
Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 
6th.
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Rezone property from R-1 to C-2 for Jeff Nix, on behalf of Doug Nix, Hwy. 115 East, Cleveland 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20296 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business District. Tax 

map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family District.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting to rezone the property from R-1 Single Family Residential to C-2 Highway 

Commercial to make the property more attractive to sell.  He said it is next to and across the highway from 

commercially zoned property and that C-2 offers more options than C-1. It already has a driveway and 

culvert with highway frontage. No one spoke for or against the application. The Planning Commission 

recommended approval and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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Tuesday, October 31st, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Dona K. Burke, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and 

John Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Mr. Barton explained the public hearing procedures. 

 

Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 

District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family District. 

The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present on behalf of his brother. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Nix explained the property is currently vacant. He said 

they have plans to clean up and mulch the property to list it for sale. However, he said they would like to 

be able to list it as commercial property. He said C-2 provides more options than C-1. He stated the 

property does have a current driveway and culvert with highway frontage, has and old well that is still 

good but the septic is probably not good. When asked about county water, he said he has not looked into 

it to see if that would be an option.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Nix did not have 

anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Dahai “Ocean” Zhang to request a conditional use permit located at 2414 Duncan 

Bridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 073-056. Total acreage is 1.32. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

Mr. Barton explained requested asked to postpone to December. The Chairman agreed to table the 

application until the December public hearing.  

 

Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 360 Miners Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum 

occupancy of eight and only two vehicles would be allowed. He said he has been renting the home short-

term since 2017 and missed the tax notification, but he took the listing down once notified that he was not 

in compliance and paid all taxes. He explained that short-term rentals are allowed in the subdivision 

covenants, that the subdivision has fifty total lots, thirty homes developed, and ten homes that are 

currently in the rental program. He outlined his rental policies including a minimum age of 25, no parties, 

and that he makes the renters aware of the county’s short-term rental ordinances. He said there is an RV 

park nearby and his two adjacent property owners live in Florida, one of which rents their property out. 
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Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 
Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 
District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 
Family District.
The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present on behalf of his brother. Mr. 
Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Nix explained the property is currently vacant. He said 
they have plans to clean up and mulch the property to list it for sale. However, he said they would like to 
be able to list it as commercial property. He said C-2 provides more options than C-1. He stated the 
property does have a current driveway and culvert with highway frontage, has and old well that is still 
good but the septic is probably not good. When asked about county water, he said he has not looked into 
it to see if that would be an option.
Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 
asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Nix did not have 
anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 
meeting on November 6th.
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Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 16th at 

9am. 

 

Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 

District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family District. 

The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. Nix said he is present on behalf of his brother and that they plan to clean up the 

property and place to sell. He said they would like to rezone it commercial to help with the ability to sell.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. 

Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 88 Hummingbird Lane in Pike Road, AL, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the property has been a vacation rental since 

it was built in 2000. He said he is the third owner and it has been a rental for the last five years of his 

ownership. He said he has spoken with neighbors and the board of directors for the nearby RV park, all of 

which who are fine with his request.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Diane Robertson of 3752 Alden Court Marietta, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Robertson explained the lot is old and is 0.70, which she has owned for 

about 12 years and remodeled. She said she has been renting through an online platform and stated that 

her only neighbors are bears.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. 

Burke. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 
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Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 
Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 
District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 
Family District.
The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 
the application. Mr. Nix said he is present on behalf of his brother and that they plan to clean up the 
property and place to sell. He said they would like to rezone it commercial to help with the ability to sell.
Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. 
Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27that 
4:30pm.
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Robert Edmonds 360 Miners Mountain Road 

Sautee Nacoochee 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20306 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed use is 

to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a copnditional use permit in an R-1 district for short-term rental. The cabin is in 

the Miners Mountain Subdivision and the covenants allow for Short Term Rentals.  Mr. Edmonds 

explained the rental has a maximum occupancy of 8 people  and only two vehicles are allowed. He has 

been renting since 2017 and missed the tax notification but took the listing down when he was notified he 

was not in compliance. The subdivision has 50 lots, 30 are developed and 10 are currently Short Term 

Rentals. He has strict rental policies and self manages but has housekeepers and neighbors who can 

respond. No one spoke for or against the application. The Planning Commission recommended approval 

and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

WHITE COUNTY 
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 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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Tuesday, October 31st, 2023 

6:00 pm      

White County Senior Center 

1239 Helen Hwy, Cleveland, Ga. 30528 

Those present were Larry Freeman, R.K. Ackerman, Dona K. Burke, Charlie Thomas, Linda Dixon, and 

John Yarbrough. Staff members present were Harry Barton, John Sell, and Mercedes Dodd.  

 

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order. Mr. Yarbrough gave the invocation. No changes made to 

the agenda. Mr. Barton explained the public hearing procedures. 

 

Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 

District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family District. 

The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present on behalf of his brother. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application. Mr. Nix explained the property is currently vacant. He said 

they have plans to clean up and mulch the property to list it for sale. However, he said they would like to 

be able to list it as commercial property. He said C-2 provides more options than C-1. He stated the 

property does have a current driveway and culvert with highway frontage, has and old well that is still 

good but the septic is probably not good. When asked about county water, he said he has not looked into 

it to see if that would be an option.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Nix did not have 

anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Dahai “Ocean” Zhang to request a conditional use permit located at 2414 Duncan 

Bridge Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 073-056. Total acreage is 1.32. 

Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family. 

Mr. Barton explained requested asked to postpone to December. The Chairman agreed to table the 

application until the December public hearing.  

 

Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 360 Miners Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 

of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum 

occupancy of eight and only two vehicles would be allowed. He said he has been renting the home short-

term since 2017 and missed the tax notification, but he took the listing down once notified that he was not 

in compliance and paid all taxes. He explained that short-term rentals are allowed in the subdivision 

covenants, that the subdivision has fifty total lots, thirty homes developed, and ten homes that are 

currently in the rental program. He outlined his rental policies including a minimum age of 25, no parties, 

and that he makes the renters aware of the county’s short-term rental ordinances. He said there is an RV 

park nearby and his two adjacent property owners live in Florida, one of which rents their property out. 
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Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 
Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 
use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.
The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 360 Miners Mountain Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary 
of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum 
occupancy of eight and only two vehicles would be allowed. He said he has been renting the home short-
term since 2017 and missed the tax notification, but he took the listing down once notified that he was not 
in compliance and paid all taxes. He explained that short-term rentals are allowed in the subdivision 
covenants, that the subdivision has fifty total lots, thirty homes developed, and ten homes that are 
currently in the rental program. He outlined his rental policies including a minimum age of 25, no parties, 
and that he makes the renters aware of the county’s short-term rental ordinances. He said there is an RV 
park nearby and his two adjacent property owners live in Florida, one of which rents their property out.
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He said he self-manages and is the main contact, but housekeepers, neighbors, and board members could 

be available in cases of emergencies since he is three and a half hours away.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Edmonds did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Diane Robertson of 1071 Myra Branch Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. Robertson explained the short-term rental has a maximum occupancy of six with 

parking for two vehicles. She said she inherited the property and has had it on AirBnB for the last two 

years. She said she informs renters of limited parking and has taken care of fees that were not paid since 

she has been renting. She stated that she lives one and a half hours away, but her housekeeper lives in 

Cleveland and has agreed to be the emergency contact. She said she has had no complaints from 

neighbors, which are just the bears, and she has security cameras that she monitors.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Robertson did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville in Georgia, was present. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo said the proposed short-term rental has one 

bedroom and one bathroom with parking for six vehicles shared between the two dwellings. She stated 

that her mother-in-law currently resides in this home but they would like to preserve short-term rental in 

the future since she understands that there may be a limit on them in the future. Ms. Lembo said she and 

her sister inherited the property and stated they plan to self-manage with use of online platforms. She 

stated that she lives a few miles away and her sister lives in Athens. When asked about the maximum 

occupancy for the other dwelling, Ms. Lembo explained that it has a studio apartment in the basement that 

is about 320 square feet and the top two floors, which have two bedrooms total, is roughly 2200 square 

feet. She said their desire is to rent to only one group of people, whether they only want part of the home 

or all of it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 
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He said he self-manages and is the main contact, but housekeepers, neighbors, and board members could 
be available in cases of emergencies since he is three and a half hours away.
Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 
asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Edmonds did not 
have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 
meeting on November 6th.
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Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 16th at 

9am. 

 

Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 

District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family District. 

The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. Nix said he is present on behalf of his brother and that they plan to clean up the 

property and place to sell. He said they would like to rezone it commercial to help with the ability to sell.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. 

Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 88 Hummingbird Lane in Pike Road, AL, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the property has been a vacation rental since 

it was built in 2000. He said he is the third owner and it has been a rental for the last five years of his 

ownership. He said he has spoken with neighbors and the board of directors for the nearby RV park, all of 

which who are fine with his request.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Diane Robertson of 3752 Alden Court Marietta, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Robertson explained the lot is old and is 0.70, which she has owned for 

about 12 years and remodeled. She said she has been renting through an online platform and stated that 

her only neighbors are bears.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. 

Burke. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 
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Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 
Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 
use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.
The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 88 Hummingbird Lane in Pike Road, AL, was present. Mr. Barton 
gave a summary of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the property has been a vacation rental since 
it was built in 2000. He said he is the third owner and it has been a rental for the last five years of his 
ownership. He said he has spoken with neighbors and the board of directors for the nearby RV park, all of 
which who are fine with his request.
Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 
Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 
27that 4:30pm.
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Diane Robertson, 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20310 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch 

Road, Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a copnditional use permit in an R-1 district for short-term rental. The cabin isnot 

in a subdivision.  Ms. Robertson said the rental has a maximum capacity of six with parking for two 

vehicles. She said it has been on Air B-n-B the last two years. She lives an hour and a half away but her 

housekeeper lives in Cleveland and is the emergency contact. She said she has security cameras and has 

not had any complaints since she has been renting. No one spoke for or against the application. The 

Planning Commission recommended approval and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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He said he self-manages and is the main contact, but housekeepers, neighbors, and board members could 

be available in cases of emergencies since he is three and a half hours away.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Edmonds did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Diane Robertson of 1071 Myra Branch Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. Robertson explained the short-term rental has a maximum occupancy of six with 

parking for two vehicles. She said she inherited the property and has had it on AirBnB for the last two 

years. She said she informs renters of limited parking and has taken care of fees that were not paid since 

she has been renting. She stated that she lives one and a half hours away, but her housekeeper lives in 

Cleveland and has agreed to be the emergency contact. She said she has had no complaints from 

neighbors, which are just the bears, and she has security cameras that she monitors.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Robertson did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville in Georgia, was present. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo said the proposed short-term rental has one 

bedroom and one bathroom with parking for six vehicles shared between the two dwellings. She stated 

that her mother-in-law currently resides in this home but they would like to preserve short-term rental in 

the future since she understands that there may be a limit on them in the future. Ms. Lembo said she and 

her sister inherited the property and stated they plan to self-manage with use of online platforms. She 

stated that she lives a few miles away and her sister lives in Athens. When asked about the maximum 

occupancy for the other dwelling, Ms. Lembo explained that it has a studio apartment in the basement that 

is about 320 square feet and the top two floors, which have two bedrooms total, is roughly 2200 square 

feet. She said their desire is to rent to only one group of people, whether they only want part of the home 

or all of it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 

smurphy
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Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 
Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 
“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.
The applicant, Diane Robertson of 1071 Myra Branch Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 
the application. Ms. Robertson explained the short-term rental has a maximum occupancy of six with 
parking for two vehicles. She said she inherited the property and has had it on AirBnB for the last two 
years. She said she informs renters of limited parking and has taken care of fees that were not paid since 
she has been renting. She stated that she lives one and a half hours away, but her housekeeper lives in 
Cleveland and has agreed to be the emergency contact. She said she has had no complaints from 
neighbors, which are just the bears, and she has security cameras that she monitors.
Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 
asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Robertson did not 
have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 
meeting on November 6th.



WHITE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR SESSION 

Page 8 of 10 
 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 16th at 

9am. 

 

Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 

District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family District. 

The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. Nix said he is present on behalf of his brother and that they plan to clean up the 

property and place to sell. He said they would like to rezone it commercial to help with the ability to sell.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. 

Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 88 Hummingbird Lane in Pike Road, AL, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the property has been a vacation rental since 

it was built in 2000. He said he is the third owner and it has been a rental for the last five years of his 

ownership. He said he has spoken with neighbors and the board of directors for the nearby RV park, all of 

which who are fine with his request.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Diane Robertson of 3752 Alden Court Marietta, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Robertson explained the lot is old and is 0.70, which she has owned for 

about 12 years and remodeled. She said she has been renting through an online platform and stated that 

her only neighbors are bears.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. 

Burke. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 
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Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 
“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.
The applicant, Diane Robertson of 3752 Alden Court Marietta, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 
summary of the application. Ms. Robertson explained the lot is old and is 0.70, which she has owned for 
about 12 years and remodeled. She said she has been renting through an online platform and stated that 
her only neighbors are bears.
Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. 
Burke. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27that 
4:30pm.
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Rezone from C-1 to R-1 and request a Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Paula 

Lembo and Loretta Martin, 2227 Hwy 17, Sautee Nacoochee 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20312 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single Family 

District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 0.93. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community Commercial District.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting to rezone from C-1 to R-1 and a conditional use permit for short-term rental. The 

short-term rental is not in a subdivision and there are two structures on the property.  Ms. Lembo said this 

is the main house and has a studio apartment in the basement and two bedrooms upstairs for a maximum 

of 10 people with parking for six vehicles between the two dwellings. She said they plan not to rent both 

structures at the same time. She and her sister will self-manage the property as she lives close by in 

Clarkesville. They will maintain the property as a family home and rent it when the family is not using it. 

No one spoke for or against the application. The Planning Commission recommended approval and the 

motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 
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 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. She explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum 

occupancy of ten with the same six parking for six vehicles.  Ms. Lembo explained that her sister visits 

Sautee Nacoochee often so part of the desire is short-term rental but to maintain as a separate residence 

for her sister, as well as family gatherings. Currently, she said the home is vacant and last use was to 

house her sister’s children or for friends to stay when they visit. She explained that they do not plan to 

rent both residences at the same time.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

Ms. Burke recused from the public hearing due to being family.  

A representative, Kim Westmoreland of 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland explained short-term rental has a maximum occupancy 

of six with parking for two to three vehicles. She said she is the local contact and there are no close 

neighbors. She stated the property has been on VRBO the last few years and she filed proof of taxes today 

for the application.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Westmoreland did 

not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the 

next meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Stoica explained the proposed use is a group home for elderly people that will link 

personal care with hospice. She said she is licensed by the Department of Community Health and is 

currently remodeling the home. Ms. Stoica detailed her experience with group homes and possibility of 

expanding to multiple homes eventually. Currently, she said she lives in the home with her children but 
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The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 
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house her sister’s children or for friends to stay when they visit. She explained that they do not plan to 
rent both residences at the same time.
Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 
asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 
have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 
meeting on November 6th.
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0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this home will not be short-term rental currently 

since her mother-in-law lives there, but does have the intention for it to be a rental.   

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this would be a short-term rental, but also her 

family’s second home so it will not be rented all of the time.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Kim Westmoreland 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland had nothing to add. 

Ms. Burke abstained due to being family.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous, with Ms. Burke abstained. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South in Cleveland, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Stoica said there was a question about not having a sign at the public 

hearing last week, but the state requires her to have something out for doctors, hospice, hospitals, etc. to 

see. She said it does not have to be a large sign.  

 

smurphy
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The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Rezone from C-1 to R-1 and request a Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Paula 

Lembo and Loretta Martin, 2229 Hwy 17, Sautee Nacoochee 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20311 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single Family 

District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 0.93. Proposed use 

is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community Commercial District.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting to rezone from C-1 to R-1 and a conditional use permit for short-term rental. The 

short-term rental is not in a subdivision and there are two structures on the property.  Ms. Lembo said this 

property has one bedroom and one bathroom with parking for six vehicles between the two dwellings. She 

state that her mother-in-law stays in the cabin currently, but wanted to preserve the STR status to use in 

the future. She and her sister will self-manage the property. No one spoke for or against the application. 

The Planning Commission recommended approval and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  
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He said he self-manages and is the main contact, but housekeepers, neighbors, and board members could 

be available in cases of emergencies since he is three and a half hours away.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Mr. Edmonds did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Diane Robertson of 1071 Myra Branch Road, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Ms. Robertson explained the short-term rental has a maximum occupancy of six with 

parking for two vehicles. She said she inherited the property and has had it on AirBnB for the last two 

years. She said she informs renters of limited parking and has taken care of fees that were not paid since 

she has been renting. She stated that she lives one and a half hours away, but her housekeeper lives in 

Cleveland and has agreed to be the emergency contact. She said she has had no complaints from 

neighbors, which are just the bears, and she has security cameras that she monitors.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Robertson did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville in Georgia, was present. Mr. 

Barton gave a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo said the proposed short-term rental has one 

bedroom and one bathroom with parking for six vehicles shared between the two dwellings. She stated 

that her mother-in-law currently resides in this home but they would like to preserve short-term rental in 

the future since she understands that there may be a limit on them in the future. Ms. Lembo said she and 

her sister inherited the property and stated they plan to self-manage with use of online platforms. She 

stated that she lives a few miles away and her sister lives in Athens. When asked about the maximum 

occupancy for the other dwelling, Ms. Lembo explained that it has a studio apartment in the basement that 

is about 320 square feet and the top two floors, which have two bedrooms total, is roughly 2200 square 

feet. She said their desire is to rent to only one group of people, whether they only want part of the home 

or all of it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 
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The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville in Georgia, was present. Mr. 
Barton gave a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo said the proposed short-term rental has one 
bedroom and one bathroom with parking for six vehicles shared between the two dwellings. She stated 
that her mother-in-law currently resides in this home but they would like to preserve short-term rental in 
the future since she understands that there may be a limit on them in the future. Ms. Lembo said she and 
her sister inherited the property and stated they plan to self-manage with use of online platforms. She 
stated that she lives a few miles away and her sister lives in Athens. When asked about the maximum 
occupancy for the other dwelling, Ms. Lembo explained that it has a studio apartment in the basement that 
is about 320 square feet and the top two floors, which have two bedrooms total, is roughly 2200 square 
feet. She said their desire is to rent to only one group of people, whether they only want part of the home 
or all of it.
Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 
asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not
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have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. She explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum 

occupancy of ten with the same six parking for six vehicles.  Ms. Lembo explained that her sister visits 

Sautee Nacoochee often so part of the desire is short-term rental but to maintain as a separate residence 

for her sister, as well as family gatherings. Currently, she said the home is vacant and last use was to 

house her sister’s children or for friends to stay when they visit. She explained that they do not plan to 

rent both residences at the same time.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

Ms. Burke recused from the public hearing due to being family.  

A representative, Kim Westmoreland of 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland explained short-term rental has a maximum occupancy 

of six with parking for two to three vehicles. She said she is the local contact and there are no close 

neighbors. She stated the property has been on VRBO the last few years and she filed proof of taxes today 

for the application.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Westmoreland did 

not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the 

next meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Stoica explained the proposed use is a group home for elderly people that will link 

personal care with hospice. She said she is licensed by the Department of Community Health and is 

currently remodeling the home. Ms. Stoica detailed her experience with group homes and possibility of 

expanding to multiple homes eventually. Currently, she said she lives in the home with her children but 
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Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 16th at 

9am. 

 

Application of Jeff Nix, on behalf of Douglas Nix, to redistrict property located at 0 Hwy. 115 East, 

Cleveland, Georgia, 30528 from R-1 Residential Single Family District to C-2 Highway Business 

District. Tax map and parcel 047D-159. Total acreage is 7.42. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single 

Family District. 

The applicant, Jeff Nix of 856 Warwick Road in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of 

the application. Mr. Nix said he is present on behalf of his brother and that they plan to clean up the 

property and place to sell. He said they would like to rezone it commercial to help with the ability to sell.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms. 

Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Robert Edmonds to request a conditional use permit located at 360 Miners Mountain 

Road, Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571. Tax map and parcel 055D-024. Total acreage is 2.98. Proposed 

use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Robert Edmonds of 88 Hummingbird Lane in Pike Road, AL, was present. Mr. Barton 

gave a summary of the application. Mr. Edmonds explained the property has been a vacation rental since 

it was built in 2000. He said he is the third owner and it has been a rental for the last five years of his 

ownership. He said he has spoken with neighbors and the board of directors for the nearby RV park, all of 

which who are fine with his request.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Diane Robertson to request a conditional use permit located at 1071 Myra Branch Road, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 042B-019. Total acreage is 0.70. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

The applicant, Diane Robertson of 3752 Alden Court Marietta, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Robertson explained the lot is old and is 0.70, which she has owned for 

about 12 years and remodeled. She said she has been renting through an online platform and stated that 

her only neighbors are bears.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. 

Burke. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 27th at 

4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2229 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 
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0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this home will not be short-term rental currently 

since her mother-in-law lives there, but does have the intention for it to be a rental.   

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this would be a short-term rental, but also her 

family’s second home so it will not be rented all of the time.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Kim Westmoreland 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland had nothing to add. 

Ms. Burke abstained due to being family.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous, with Ms. Burke abstained. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South in Cleveland, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Stoica said there was a question about not having a sign at the public 

hearing last week, but the state requires her to have something out for doctors, hospice, hospitals, etc. to 

see. She said it does not have to be a large sign.  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Conditional Use Permit for Short Term Rental for Jay Westmoreland, 183 Patrick Lane, Helen 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20314 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in “Short 

Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family.  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for short-term rental. The short-term rental is not in a 

subdivision.  Ms. Kim Westmoreland explained the rental has a maximum of 6 people with parking for 2 

or 3 vehicles. She said she lives in Cleveland and is the local contact. There are no close neighbors. She 

said the property has been on VRBO the last few years and she filed proof of taxes. No one spoke for or 

against the application. The Planning Commission recommended approval and the motion passed by 

unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. She explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum 

occupancy of ten with the same six parking for six vehicles.  Ms. Lembo explained that her sister visits 

Sautee Nacoochee often so part of the desire is short-term rental but to maintain as a separate residence 

for her sister, as well as family gatherings. Currently, she said the home is vacant and last use was to 

house her sister’s children or for friends to stay when they visit. She explained that they do not plan to 

rent both residences at the same time.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

Ms. Burke recused from the public hearing due to being family.  

A representative, Kim Westmoreland of 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland explained short-term rental has a maximum occupancy 

of six with parking for two to three vehicles. She said she is the local contact and there are no close 

neighbors. She stated the property has been on VRBO the last few years and she filed proof of taxes today 

for the application.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Westmoreland did 

not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the 

next meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Stoica explained the proposed use is a group home for elderly people that will link 

personal care with hospice. She said she is licensed by the Department of Community Health and is 

currently remodeling the home. Ms. Stoica detailed her experience with group homes and possibility of 

expanding to multiple homes eventually. Currently, she said she lives in the home with her children but 
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0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this home will not be short-term rental currently 

since her mother-in-law lives there, but does have the intention for it to be a rental.   

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this would be a short-term rental, but also her 

family’s second home so it will not be rented all of the time.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Kim Westmoreland 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland had nothing to add. 

Ms. Burke abstained due to being family.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous, with Ms. Burke abstained. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South in Cleveland, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Stoica said there was a question about not having a sign at the public 

hearing last week, but the state requires her to have something out for doctors, hospice, hospitals, etc. to 

see. She said it does not have to be a large sign.  
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

 

Item Title:  Special Use Permit for Personal Care Home for Emma Stoica, 4564 Hwy 255, Cleveland 

 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

 

Work Session     Regular Meeting       Public Hearing  

 

Category (Select One): Land Use Application 

 

Submitted By: John Sell 

 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 

1.   20315 

2.   Public Hearing Minutes 10/31/2023 

3.   Regular Meeting Minutes 11/6/2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose:  

Consider the application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use is for a 

personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District..  

 

 

Background / Summary:  

 Applicant is requesting a special use permit in A-1 for a personal care home. Ms. Stoica explained that 

the proposed use is for a group home for elderly that will link personal care with Hospice. She will be 

licensed by the Georgia Department of Community Health and they will provide inspections of the 

property. She said she has experience in running this type of home and will be working with her daughter. 

She said the maximum capacity will be an overnight caregiver plus 6 residents. She has spoken to the 

neighbors and the only concern was ambulance traffic but once she explained that most residents will be 

on Hospice and would not be subject to emergency transport. She said she will work primarily with one 

Hospice company. Stephanie Dubose, the director of Willowbrook Hospice, said she has been in Hospice 

Care for 15 years and will be working with Ms. Stoica. She said they will have access to doctors and a 24-

7 RN case manager through their network. The only opposition was Erik Bentley of 4320 Highway 225 

who requested that the zoning stay A-1 if there is an ownership change and he also would not want a large 

sign on the property. He does support the home. Ms. Stoica said she is required by the state to have a sign 

but will make it as small as possible.  The Planning Commission recommended approval and the motion 

passed by unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

Department Recommendation:  

Planning Commission recommended approval by unanimous vote. 

 

WHITE COUNTY 
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Options:  

 Uphold Planning Commission recommendation and approve the application 

 Reverse Planning Commission recommendation and deny the application. 

 Table the application for further review or to send back to Planning Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable  

 

 

Budgeted:   Yes   No  

 

 

 

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  

       

 

 

 

 

County Manager Comments:   
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have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. She explained the proposed short-term rental would have a maximum 

occupancy of ten with the same six parking for six vehicles.  Ms. Lembo explained that her sister visits 

Sautee Nacoochee often so part of the desire is short-term rental but to maintain as a separate residence 

for her sister, as well as family gatherings. Currently, she said the home is vacant and last use was to 

house her sister’s children or for friends to stay when they visit. She explained that they do not plan to 

rent both residences at the same time.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Lembo did not 

have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

Ms. Burke recused from the public hearing due to being family.  

A representative, Kim Westmoreland of 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland explained short-term rental has a maximum occupancy 

of six with parking for two to three vehicles. She said she is the local contact and there are no close 

neighbors. She stated the property has been on VRBO the last few years and she filed proof of taxes today 

for the application.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application, there was no response. He 

asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response. Ms. Westmoreland did 

not have anything to add. Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the 

next meeting on November 6th.  

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South, was present. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the 

application. Ms. Stoica explained the proposed use is a group home for elderly people that will link 

personal care with hospice. She said she is licensed by the Department of Community Health and is 

currently remodeling the home. Ms. Stoica detailed her experience with group homes and possibility of 

expanding to multiple homes eventually. Currently, she said she lives in the home with her children but 
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they will move out once converted. She explained that she will be the main caregiver and manager, but 

will have a caregiver that lives there and the maximum overnight occupancy would be the caregiver plus 

six residents. She detailed the process required by the state and said she is given a specific timeframe to 

complete any additional items they have after inspection. She said she has spoken to the neighbors and 

they are spread out due to large acreages. However, she said the only question she got from the neighbors 

was about ambulances at the property, but she said the residents would be mostly hospice and would not 

go through emergency transport. She stated preference would be that she work with a singular hospice 

company.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak for the application. 

 

Stephanie Dubose 27 Pebble Lane in Cleveland, director of Willowbrook Hospice, explained that she has 

been in hospice for fifteen years and works with Northeast Georgia Senior Services, which is a group of 

people willing to bring care homes and assisted living to surrounding counties. She said partnering with 

small care homes gives the opportunity to speak with care homes instead of calling 911 and will have 

access to doctors and an RN case manager twenty four seven. Ms. Dubois said they would help with daily 

activities and provide the opportunity for residents to stay local and not go to Atlanta or Gwinnett.   

 

Erik Bentley of 4320 Highway 255 South requested that the zoning stay A-1 or residential if there is an 

ownership change and said the preference would be not to have a large sign since this is in a small 

community. He said he does vote for this as a neighbor and sees the need for it.  

 

Chairman Thomas asked if anyone would like to speak against the application, there was no response.  

 

Mr. Barton clarified that the application is to stay in A-1 with a conditional use permit, so the zoning 

would not change.  

 

Chairman Thomas closed the hearing. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

6th. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Ms. Burke. Motion was unanimous. 
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0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this home will not be short-term rental currently 

since her mother-in-law lives there, but does have the intention for it to be a rental.   

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Mr. 

Yarbrough. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Paula Lembo and Loretta Martin to redistrict property located at 2227 Highway 17, 

Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, 30571 from C-1 Community Commercial District to R-1 Residential Single 

Family District and to request a conditional use permit. Tax map and parcel 071-070. Total acreage is 

0.93. Proposed use is to place in “Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is C-1 Community 

Commercial District. 

The applicant, Paula Lembo of 1421 Yonah Lake Road in Clarkesville, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Lembo explained this would be a short-term rental, but also her 

family’s second home so it will not be rented all of the time.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ackerman. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Jay Westmoreland to request a conditional use permit located at 183 Patrick Lane, 

Helen, Georgia, 30545. Tax map and parcel 041-044. Total acreage is 3.01. Proposed use is to place in 

“Short Term Rental” program. Present zoning is R-1 Residential Single Family. 

A representative, Kim Westmoreland 1151 Helen Highway in Cleveland, was present. Mr. Barton gave a 

summary of the application. Ms. Westmoreland had nothing to add. 

Ms. Burke abstained due to being family.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. 

Ash. Motion was unanimous, with Ms. Burke abstained. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next 

meeting on November 27th at 4:30pm. 

 

Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 

255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 

is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District. 

The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South in Cleveland, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 

a summary of the application. Ms. Stoica said there was a question about not having a sign at the public 

hearing last week, but the state requires her to have something out for doctors, hospice, hospitals, etc. to 

see. She said it does not have to be a large sign.  

 

smurphy
Rectangle
Application of Georgianna “Emma” Stoica to request a special use permit located at 4564 Highway 
255 South, Cleveland, Georgia, 30528. Tax map and parcel 074-130. Total acreage is 5.29. Proposed use 
is for a personal care home/ group home. Present zoning is A-1 Agriculture Forestry District.
The applicant, Emma Stoica of 4564 Highway 255 South in Cleveland, GA, was present. Mr. Barton gave 
a summary of the application. Ms. Stoica said there was a question about not having a sign at the public 
hearing last week, but the state requires her to have something out for doctors, hospice, hospitals, etc. to 
see. She said it does not have to be a large sign.
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Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 

Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 

27th at 4:30pm. 

 

There was no citizen comment. Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Dixon and seconded by Mr. Ackerman. 

Motion was unanimous.  
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REGULAR SESSION
Motion to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners made by Mr. Ackerman and seconded by 
Ms. Dixon. Motion was unanimous. Mr. Barton advised the applicant of the next meeting on November 
27that 4:30pm.
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  Budget amendment for McCormick Solutions  

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Other 

Submitted By: Bryan Payne, Chief Appraiser for the Board of Assessors 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   McCormick Solutions Quote 
2.
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
To enter into a contract with McCormick Solutions for analysis of the CAMA data to improve the sales ratio with 
the Department of Audits and Accounts.  

Background / Summary:  
 In 2020, the Department of Audits and Accounts returned a ratio for White County which was not in 

compliance with the Department of Revenue guidelines. The Board of Assessors is given three years to 
correct the problem areas before the next review. 2023 is the Board of Assessors review year. Because the 
DOAA ratio methodology includes trending of sales and the in-house ratio studies performed by the Chief 
Appraiser do not include trending, the ratios differ greatly. McCormick Solutions has developed a program 
which will analyze the in-house data and adjust it accordingly so that the ratios are more similar in nature 
and methodology.  

Department Recommendation:  
The Board of Assessors voted at the November 8, 2023 regular meeting to ask the Board of Commissioners for 
funding to perform this data analysis in an effort to raise the ratio to a compliant level. If the ratio is still out of 
compliance for the review year a $5/parcel penalty will be assessed against the County by the Department of 
Revenue.  

Options:  


WHITE COUNTY 

Board of Commissioners 
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  


County Manager Comments:   
 This is one of two things that the Assessors are doing to try to get into compliance in the review year. The 

way I understand this is, this program will allow the department ratios to be consistent with the DOAA by 
allowing "trending" that is consistent with DOAA.The cost for this program is not re-occuring and will be 
beneficial in "normalizing" data in years to come. 

 The assessors office is also looking to get some outside assitance to help catch up on the parcel 
assessments.  

 It is anticipated that we can fund these items with a shift in other department expenses. However, it will 
be the fiscal year-end before we know if there is departmental excess resources to cover the total expenses. 
If there are insufficient funds at the fiscal year-end, then a budget ammendment will be in order and funds 
can come from Contingency. 
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                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  LMIG 2024 Grant Application 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Grant App / Acceptance 

Submitted By: Derick Canupp 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   LMIG Cover Letter 
2.   Signature Page 
3.   Proposed Project List 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
To seek approval of LMIG 2024 grant application 

Background / Summary:  
 The Local Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) is a grant that counties receive each year from 

GDOT. The attached grant application is ready for Board review. If approved by the Board, the application 
will be submitted to GDOT for further processing. The forumla amount for FY 23 is $476,005.35 and 
requires a minimum 30% match. 

 Funding Sources: 
 LMIG: $476,005.35 
 SPLOST: $1,022,276.65 
 Total Project Estimate: $1,498,282 
 CIP Budget: 1,565,730 


Department Recommendation:  
Staff recommends approving LMIG 2024 application as presented 

Options:  
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 Revise project scope and cost 
 Commission defined alternative  

Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  


County Manager Comments:   
 recommend approving LMIG 2024 application 



Co. Rd. 

No.
Road Name Beginning Ending

Length 

(Miles)
Description of Work Project Cost Project Let Date

84 Albert Reid Rd. US 129 Asbestos Rd. 4.00 Patch 491,556$                   May 1, 2024

10 Kinsey Town Rd. SR 384 SR 115 2.60 Patch 396,812$                   May 1, 2024

11 Adair Mill Rd. Town Creek Rd. US 129 3.25 Level and Overlay 609,914$                   May 1, 2024

9.85 1,498,282$               

Total Project Estimate 1,498,282.00$                       

LMIG Grant 476,005.35$                         

SPLOST 1,022,276.65$                      

GEORGIA DOT LMIG PROGRAM

White County 2024 Project List (Proposed)



Board of Commissioners
Travis C. Turner, Chairman • Terry D. Goodger, District 1 • Lyn Holcomb, District 2 • Edwin Nix, District 3 • Craig Bryant, District 4 

November 15, 2023 

Charles Arnhart 
District 1 State Aid Coordinator  
1475 Jesse Jewell Pkwy., NE 
Gainesville, GA 30501 

RE: LMIG 2024 Grant Application – White County  

Mr. Arnhart, 

Please find enclosed the White County 2024 LMIG application, along with a project list including 

location, scope of work, and estimated cost. The proposed project for the 2024 LMIG program consists 

of pavement Patching and Resurfacing of 9.85 miles of county roads. 

The 2023 LMIG project is nearly complete and progressing well. The project should be closed out, 

with statement of final expenditures, by December 15, 2023. Should you have any questions or need 

additional information please contact Derick Canupp, Public Works Director, at (706) 865-2510.  

Sincerely, 

Travis C. Turner 
Commission Chairman 

1235 Helen Highway • Cleveland, GA 30528 • Phone: (706) 865-2235 • Fax: (706) 865-1324 

www.whitecountyga.gov



Revised 06/27/2023 
 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENT 
GRANT (LMIG) APPLICATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 
TYPE OR PRINT LEGIBLY. ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED. 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AFFIDAVIT AND CERTIFICATION 

 

 
I, _________________________________________(Name), the_______________________________________(Title), on behalf of 

__________________________________________________(Local Government), who being duly sworn do swear that the 
information given herein is true to the best of his/her knowledge and belief.  Local Government swears and certifies that it has 
read and understands the LMIG General Guidelines and Rules and that it has complied with and will comply with the same. 
 
Local government further swears and certifies that it has read and understands the regulations for the Georgia Planning Act of 
1989 (O.C.G.A. § 45-12-200, et seq.), Service Delivery Strategy Act (O.C.G.A. § 36-70-20, et seq.), and the Local Government Budgets 
and Audits Act (O.C.G.A. 36-81-7 et seq.) and will comply in full with said provisions. Local government further swears and certifies 
that the roads or sections of roads described and shown on the local government’s Project List are dedicated public roads and are 
part of the Public Road System in said county/city. Local government further swears and certifies that it complied with federal 
and/or state environmental protection laws and at the completion of the project(s), it met the match requirements as stated in the 
Transportation Investment ACT (TIA). 
 
Further, the local government shall be responsible for any claim, damage, loss or expense that is attributable to negligent acts, errors, 
or omissions related to the designs, drawings, specifications, work and other services furnished by or on behalf of the local 
government pursuant to this Application (“Loss”). To the extent provided by law, the local government further agrees to hold harmless 
and indemnify the DEPARTMENT and the State of Georgia from all suits or claims that may arise from said Loss.  
 
If the local government fails to comply with these General Guidelines and Rules, or fails to comply with its Application and Certification, 
or fails to cooperate with the auditor(s) or fails to maintain and retain sufficient records, the DEPARTMENT may, at its discretion, 
prohibit the local government from participating in the LMIG program in the future and may pursue any available legal remedy to 
obtain reimbursement of the LMIG funds. Furthermore, if in the estimation of the DEPARTMENT, a roadway or bridge shows evidence 
of failure(s) due to poor workmanship, the use of substandard materials, or the failure to follow the required design and 
construction guidelines as set forth herein, the Department may pursue any available legal remedy to obtain reimbursement of the 
allocated LMIG funds or prohibit local government from participating in the LMIG program until such time as corrections are made 
to address the deficiencies or reimbursement is made.  All projects identified on the Project list shall be constructed in accordance 
with the Department’s Standard Specifications of Transportation Systems (Current Edition), Supplemental Specifications (Current 
Edition), and Special Provisions. 

 

Local Government:      ______________________________ 
                                                                                        E-Verify Number  

 

____________________________ (Signature)   Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
____________________________ (Print)   This _____ day of_________, 20____. 
Mayor / Commission Chairperson                                                        In the presence of: 

____________________________ (Date)     
                                                                                                                    NOTARY PUBLIC 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT SEAL:     ______________________________ 

My Commission Expires:  
 

NOTARY PUBLIC SEAL: 



1 

                                                                                 Agenda Request Form 

Item Title:  Certificate of Deposits Quotes 

For Meeting Date: 11/27/2023 

Work Session Regular Meeting Public Hearing

Category (Select One): Other 

Submitted By: Jodi Ligon 

Attachments:    Yes    If yes, please list each file name below: 
1.   November 2023 CD Quote Results 
2.
3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  
To approve the purchase of two (2) Certificates of Deposit. 

Background / Summary:  
 White County currently has two Certificates of Deposit at United Community Bank. 
 One CD has an approximate value of $693,000 and is a cash asset recorded in the General Fund. 
 One CD has an approximate value of $35,500 and is a cash asset recorded in the Solid Waste Fund.  
 Both CDs were earning 2.750% APR / 2.79% APY and matured November 21, 2023. 
 Quote requests were sent to Piedmont Bank, United Community Bank, Regions Bank, Apex Bank and 

South State Bank.  Regions Bank and South State Bank did not respond. Piedmont Bank's response states 
an early withdrawal penalty. 

Department Recommendation:  

Options:  
 Move funds to Piedmont Bank - highest quoted CD rate w/ early withdrawal penalty 
 Move funds to Apex Bank - next highest quoted CD rate no early withdrawal penalty 
 Leave funds at United Community Bank and transfer to General Operating account for highest rate earned 

WHITE COUNTY 
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Budget Information:  Applicable           Not Applicable

Budgeted:   Yes No

Finance Director’s Comments (if applicable):  


County Manager Comments:   
 In the future, we should consider looking into options other than CD's. i.e. state managed Local 

Government Investment Pool and  US government securities. 



Request for Quotes for Certificates of Deposit

Currently held at United Community Bank @ 2.75%APR / 2.79%APY

Maturity Date:  November 21, 2023

Quote Rec'd Rate APY Total Interest Quote Rec'd Rate APY Total Interest

Yes 4.28% 4.35% $30,139.85 Yes 4.67% 4.75% $16,276.01

Yes 4.98% 5.10% $36,257.17 Yes 4.98% 5.10% $17,847.81

Yes 4.50% 4.58% $31,715.00 Yes 4.80% 4.89% $16,732.00

No response - - - No response - - -

No response - - - No response - - -

Quote Rec'd Rate APY Total Interest Quote Rec'd Rate APY Total Interest

Yes 4.28% 4.35% $1,543.69 Yes 4.67% 4.75% $833.76

Yes 4.98% 5.10% $1,857.33 Yes 4.98% 5.10% $914.28

Yes 4.50% 4.58% $1,625.00 Yes 4.80% 4.89% $857.00

No response - - - No response - - -

No response - - - No response - - -

South State Bank

Regions Bank

Piedmont Bank*

South State Bank

* CDARS Program - 180 days of interest early withdrawal penalty

Regions Bank

* CDARS Program - 90 days of interest early withdrawal penalty

Apex Bank Apex Bank

Certificate #1  $693,000 approx. value                 (6 month Maturity)

Banking Institution

United Community Bank

Piedmont Bank*

Certificate #2  $35,500 approx. value       (6 month Maturity)

Banking Institution

United Community Bank

Piedmont Bank*

South State Bank

Regions Bank

Apex Bank

Certificate #1  $693,000 approx. value                 (12 month Maturity)

Certificate #2  $35,500 approx. value       (12 month Maturity)

Banking Institution

United Community Bank

Banking Institution

United Community Bank

Piedmont Bank*

South State Bank

Regions Bank

Apex Bank
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